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College News 2020 
 

Robinsons Road, Frankston South VIC 3199 
P: (03) 5971 6000    E: mount.erin.sc@education.vic.gov.au 

Student Attendance: (03) 5971 6000 
 

 

Principal’s Report 
2020 has certainly presented schools with many challenges. It 
has necessitated a huge step into the virtual world, an area that 
most schools had not worked in before. I am very proud of the 
efforts of staff right across the school to ensure that our 
students and families, including prospective families, have 
access to high quality information about Mount Erin College. 
From our Virtual Tour, for families who are considering Mount 
Erin for their Grade 6 child; to the Mount Erin Course Centre; 
or the one-stop Year 7 Information site. Staff have risen to the 
challenges, developed their IT skil ls and have produced some 
very user friendly spaces to support our students and families. 
Well done. The feedback form the community has been very 
positive. 
 

In times l ike this, using social media to keep families informed 
has been essential. We try to ensure that all  important 
information about the College, events, celebrations, safety 
messages and more, are put onto the Mount Erin College 
Facebook page. Your feedback on this is appreciated. 
 

Staff will be contacting families from home, now that 
everyone has gone to remote learning. Staff are trying to keep 
in contact with students and support them through this time of 
Stage 4 Restrictions. Please consider this if you receive a ‘no 
caller ID’ call. It may well be one your child’s teachers trying to 
touch base. 
 

Congratulations to the senior school team on the development 
of the MEC Course Centre. This virtual platform contains so 
much information about subjects, courses and pathways and 
has proven so helpful and informative to students and families, 
particularly with the subject selection process. Staff have been 
very busy ensuring all  students have put in their preferences 
and that they have developed a viable course for 2021. They 
will  be following up over the next few days to make sure we 
have all  the necessary information. 
 
Over the past couple of months, we have had a number of 
facilities upgrades. We have been able to have all  l ighting in 
the school changed over to LED lights. This will  not only be 
more sustainable, but will  reduce our soaring electricity costs. 
It has really brightened up the classrooms and corridors. We 
have a painting program underway and are working through, 
both inside and out, so that every part of the school is brought 
up to standard. The difference is immediately noticeable. The 
Stage 4 restrictions have meant the program is on hold for 6 
weeks, but we expect by the end of the year, the entire school 
will  have been freshened up. 

The gymnasium has been 
completed and we took over 
the building early in the term. 
Unfortunately, not many 
students have been able to 
experience what a great facility 
it is due to the current 
situation. We are all  looking 
forward to the time we are 
able to come together as a 

whole school to celebrate the end of what has been the most 
difficult of situations. Having few students here has meant that 
the external landscaping outside the gym has been able to be 
completed.  

     
I want to thank Dave at Revolution Garden Care, for the 
great job he has done in designing and constructing this 
fantastic new area. It looks wonderful.  A huge thank you also 
to one of our parents, Damien Whitten, who sourced plants, 
shrubs and trees for the raised beds, 
and provided the advice and the 
labour to plant out the beds. This is 
going to be quite a sanctuary for 
students by the time they return to 
school.  
 

Finally, as we all  try to adjust to the 
significant changes that COVID-19 
has brought to us, I would ask that students do the best they 
can to keep engaged and connected with school, with their 
teachers, and with their friends. We know this is a difficult and 
stressful time for many families as well  as for staff. Looking 
after your wellbeing is vital. Reach out if you need to speak to 
someone. Our teachers, Wellbeing and Student Support Teams 
will  be touching base with students over the coming weeks. If 
you need to speak to someone, please make sure you make 
contact. We are here for you. Try to ensure you get up and 
exercise when you can rather than being pinned to the 
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computer all  day. Going for a walk, doing some exercise, getting 
some fresh air can have a positive effect on how you feel. 
 
Year 12 students, I know this is particularly challenging for 
you. Please know that your teachers are there for you and 
ready to support you if you need help. The Victorian 
Government is particularly mindful, that you are the priority 
group in schools. The Education Department is looking at ways 
to take into account the impact such an unsettled year has had 
on your studies. Keep at it. Do your best. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all  back at school and send my very 
best wishes to each and every family. Stay safe. 

 

Karen Lee 
Principal 
 

 

Remote Learning 
Student Attendance Links 

Please record student attendance using the links that 
are sent out each week by the Home Group teachers. 

 

Links also available on your Compass News Feed. 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Deaf Education Centre (DEC) 
This year has been one l ike never before! 
Already we are in our second stint of lockdowns and remote 
learning. Our students are going exceptionally well, considering 
the disruption it has caused.  
 
Fortunately we were all  able to have a few weeks of onsite 
learning in Term Two, and a few weeks for our VCE/VCAL 
students at the beginning of Term Three.  
 
Here are some beautiful photos of VCE Art folio work from 
Kenny, Y11 and Emma, Y12.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Remote Learning 2.0 

Students should now be in the swing of Remote Learning 2.0 
and hopefully any teething issues have reduced. We 
understand that this environment is not for everyone but we 
are doing our best to provide/mirror the support our students 
receive onsite. We have created two Google Classrooms, each 
with their own Google Meets Link (Junior/Senior) where 
students can attend to get support with their subject work. 
These Meets are open 20mins after the start of each class, 
giving the students enough time to do the following steps: 

1. Check their Compass lesson plan for the period. 
2. Attend any scheduled class Google Meets the teacher 

may have open. 
3. Ask their teacher for clarification on any uncertain 

work. 
Once completed, they are free to come and seek support from 
the DEC staff.  
 
Coffee and Catch Up with Cara 
Cara would l ike to extend an invitation to all  our DEC Families 
to a Coffee and Catch Up. This is an informal event where you 
can bring any questions you have and talk with Cara and the 
DEC Team about how your son/daughter is going. We would 
also l ike to hear about how you have found the online learning 
periods as we know this can be a challenge for you as well. 
  
Student Teacher of the Deaf 
It has been fantastic to have Lauren Phil l ips join our Mount Erin 
team this Term as she trains and works with Cara to complete 
her Masters of Learning Intervention (Deaf Education) from 
Melbourne University to become a qualified Teacher of the 
Deaf. Lauren has been observing all  classes and working 
primarily with our Year 7 students.  The experience has been 
like no other, with all  the classes performed 
remotely.  Congratulations Lauren, a fantastic work placement. 
Good Luck with the rest of your studies. 

 
Course Counselling 
This has now been completed for our Y8/9 students and the 
subject selections are in for next year. If you would l ike any 
additional information on this process, please contact your 
Year Level Leaders. 
 
Important Information 
Please keep an eye on Compass for any updates and important 
information that may arise. If you have any questions or 
concerns about anything, please do not hesitate to email Cara. 

cara.johnston@mounterin.vic.edu.au 
 
Stay well and safe.  See you online again soon. 
 
DEC Staff Cara, Sarah, Kathryn, Anne 
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Student Services News 
Food Hampers 

The Student Services Team 
have food hampers to give 
to families in need. They 
are available for collection, 
however please contact 
the College if you would 
l ike to enquire about 
receiving a hamper.  
 
Currently email is the 
preferred form of 
communication. If you do 
need to phone the College 
please call  during 9am and 

3pm Monday to Friday. PH: 5971 6000 “Option 5”  
Email: mount.erin.sc@education.vic.gov.au 
 

 

Saver Plus Program 
Brotherhood of St Laurence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Breakfast Club is online every Tuesday and Thursday this 
Term. Join us between 8am – 8:30am. Please contact 
Annabel or Bianca for the details of how to join. 
 
 

Uno Club! 
Even though we are not onsite at the College, we can still 
have fun at Uno Club! Join us at lunch times to catch up, 
connect in with your friends and try to beat Dexter at Uno 
with the Student Service Team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jeans for Genes Day 
“Not Just Jeans at MEC” 

Staff raised $234 for our 5th Annual J4G Day. Even though we 
were online, we sti l l  dressed in our denim and raised awareness 
and funds for the Children’s Medical Research Institute. This is 
an amazing effort. Thank you! Here are our competition 
winners and yes, a denim facemask!  
 

 
 

 
Red and Black Brainteaser 
I have four playing cards: two of them are black and two are 
red. I turn them face down so you can’t see the colours, and 
shuffle them so you don’t know which is which. 
If you pick two of these cards at random, are they more l ikely 
to be the same colour or different colours? 

Answer below. 
 
 

Our new online borrowing 
system launched in May. 
‘ePlatform’ has thousands of 
books to browse and borrow 
including audiobooks to l isten 
to.  Access can be made 
through the l ink on the College 
website, Compass Favourites 
Menu or the Student Intranet. 

Happy Reading! 
 
 

Maths Question Answer 
Imagine you pick the cards one at a time. No matter what colour your 
fi rs t card is, there will be three cards left to choose from. One of those 
cards  will match the card you’ve picked, and two wi ll be different. So 
you’re more likely to pick two different cards!   

mailto:mount.erin.sc@education.vic.gov.au


4 
 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worms (7F) 
During our study of habitats, we examined how 
earthworms were adapted to live in their 
environment. 
 
We used hand lenses to get a close up view and to 
our surprise, we could see very tiny hairs sticking 
out of the worm. The worm uses these hairs to 
help it push through the soil and also to resist 
being pulled out of the ground by a hungry bird! 

Static 
Electricity 

(9E) 
Our first lesson of our new 
topic ‘Electricity’ involved 
investigating the effects of 
static electricity.  
 

As the name suggests, 
this is electricity that 
doesn’t move.  Here all 
that static is building up 
on Lachlan with nowhere 
to go and that’s why his 
hair is standing up! 

Energy Transformations (8G) 
 One of the practical activities 8G 

performed for the topic ‘Energy’ 
was making an electric kettle. 
Students applied a voltage to a 
wire that was submerged in a 
beaker of water. They then 
measured and graphed the 
temperature rise in the water 
over a 10 minute period. 
Students were able to observe 
the transformation of electrical 
energy to heat energy. They 
were also able to use their graph 
to estimate how long it would 
take for the water to boil.  
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During Term Two of 2020, Year 8 Arts Academy students were working from 
home. In this period, they completed a series of Pen and Ink exercises in 

preparation for their “Collective Noun Book Illustration Project”.  
This project is part of our embedded literacy approach to learning. 

 
Despite the difficult circumstances of remote learning, our Mount Erin students 

have risen to the challenge and continued to produce high quality work. 

Year 8 Year 8 

Summer L 

Mia F 

Issy  

Brodie T Baileigh C 

Hayley W 

Anthony H 

Liandri B 



6 
 

‘Stand By Me’ 
Virtual Vocals 

Term Two was challenging on many levels, but we 
did not let that stop us singing. As we headed back 
to school on May 26th, the Vocal Group sent out 
their project that they had been working on during 
the first Remote Learning period. It was a rather 
apt song and a lovely reminder to stand by and 
support one another.  

  
A very special thankyou to the students involved, 
Ms Sarah Parker, Mrs Maggie Doyle for her vocal 
expertise and leadership of such a challenging task 
and a special thanks to Mr Troy Wilson who synced 
all recordings and the Zoom call together with 
limited equipment.  
 
I found singing 'Stand By Me' online, was a very 
different experience to singing it in person because 
we had to record all of our voices separately, so we 
didn't get the advice we normally would.  
However i think we did really good overall for being 
online, and even if we were a little out of sync for the 
video, hopefully it made someone laugh. :) 

Riley D 
 
I love singing with the vocal group and when lockdown 
happened I was really disappointed not to be able to 
meet … but we made a way!  
I’m so happy that we were able to finish this song.  I 
have always wanted to be a part of a virtual vocal 
group and this was an amazing experience. So much 
practice and effort went into this performance. We first 
recorded all our individual parts and then Mr Wilson 
mixed them all together. The Zoom call was fun, 
although trying to start and sync up at the same time 
proved more difficult than we first thought, but we got 
there in the end. A huge thanks to Maggie for her 
leadership with this project. I can’t wait to see what will 
be next for Remote Learning 2.0.  Well Done Everyone! 

Sarah P 

 
 

Congratulations Bo’Ness 
Jackson and Callum – Y10, are Bo’Ness. They recently 
competed on ‘The Voice’ making it through to Team 
Kelly, and only just missing out of a spot in the semi-
finals.  Their performances were absolutely brilliant. 

 
Bo’Ness has just released their debut single: 

‘We Don’t Need This Town’ 
It is an incredible song, with a really powerful back 
story. They are passionate about their ‘Be Kind’ 
movement which stands against child violence and 
bullying.  
 
Mount Erin and our wider community are very proud 
of you and we wish you all the best for the future. 
 

 
 

Kind Is Cool 
 

Check out their website: www.bonessmusic.com 
 

http://www.bonessmusic.com/


7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The last part of the creative process is material refinement and 
the conceptual planning of a final artwork. These images are 
some of the final artworks from the first two Terms. We would 
like to congratulate the art students for their perseverance in 
creating such beautiful work in difficult times. 
 

In Unit 1, Year 11 art students begin to focus on different themes in their practical work. In Term One they 
focused on the theme IDENTITY and in Term Two, DREAMS & NIGHTMARES. Students worked through 
the creative process in their visual journals. This begins with a brainstorm and research into inspirational 
artists. Students then move onto material trials and potential directions. 

Y11 Unit 1 
Final Art 

Works 
 

Alyssa N 

Adriel DF 

Jesse P 

Sophie S 

Maddy G 
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