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Principal’s Report

2019 has been a very successful year for Mount Erin College.
It has been a year of many high points and achievements.
In terms of our academic performances, it has been very
rewarding to see our NAPLAN data improve significantly
across both Literacy and Numeracy. Our Reading results have
been outstanding – well above similar schools and ahead of
the state average. Mount Erin is the secondary school in our
region, to be chosen by the new Deputy Secretary of
Education, David Howse, to be part of a high level
improvement plan to lift the results for the State of Victoria. I
am very proud of our teachers who have worked so hard to
improve the performance of our students in Literacy and
Numeracy. Congratulations!
2019 has seen Mount Erin College Arts Academy again win at
the State level of the Wakakirri competition and go
through as a finalist to the Nationals. It was a remarkably
moving performance and the skills of the students have been
recognised and written up in several high level dance
publications. The Year 9 group were also very successful in
their performance in The Suitcase Series, where they
performed with other schools at the Malthouse Theatre in the
city. Students from the Arts Academy are currently on tour in
Queensland performing at five schools. We wish them well
and congratulate them on their passion and commitment.
Well done to all the staff who have worked so closely with the
students over the year.
We have recently been awarded the Runner-Up in the Order
of Australia Awards, for the contribution that our music
students have made to our community. Again, I am so proud
of the many young musicians who have entertained patients
each week at Peninsula Health at Golf Links Road. I have
received many messages from grateful family members and
staff who have been so impressed by the way our students
have lifted the spirits of people who have been very unwell.
Students have also performed at the monthly meetings for the
Village Baxter residents over the year, to great acclaim. Well
done to those students and their fantastic teachers.
We have had some wonderful individual sporting
achievements this year with Emily B. being selected into
three state Victorian Hockey teams this year, Miles H. being
selected in the Victorian U/18 Boys Softball Squad for
competition which starts on Saturday in NSW. Brianna W, was
selected for the State Indoor Cricket Team and Jai C has made
it to National competition in Archery, just to name a few.
Fantastic personal achievements. We are very proud of your
efforts and commitment to your sport.

The great performances and efforts of students’ right across
the school were celebrated and recognised at our Awards
Night last week. I would like to acknowledge their
commitment to their studies, to their College and to achieving
their Personal Best. They proudly reflect the ASPIRE values
that we hold dear.
Our young people are already deeply immersed in a world of
instant communication, exploding levels of knowledge, and an
increasing number of social, political and environmental
issues. It is also a time of great possibilities, if one has the skills
and the initiative spirit to seek out opportunities and jump on
board. At Mount Erin, ‘Learning is our priority’, our goal
is to develop those skills and capabilities, to develop a strong
sense of self and a commitment to make a difference. In the
face of many challenging issues facing the world, we hope to
inspire optimism, curiosity and resilience. I am confident our
young people are committed to contributing their energies to
making a better world.

A great school relies on having great role models and I would
particularly like to acknowledge and thank our 2019 College
Captains: Kobe M, Thomas B, Nina E and Cade H. They have
been actively involved in a wide range of activities across the
school from fund raisers like ‘Shave for a Cure’, Trivia Nights
to support Year 12 student wellbeing, school productions, Art
Expos, school assemblies and have been instrumental in the
establishment of SALT – our Student Agency and Leadership
Team. They have been wonderful role models and mentors for
students across the school, representing them, encouraging
participation and engagement and I congratulate them.
Parents and carers, the encouragement you provide to
your sons and daughters each day to be the best they can be
is such a critical element in supporting and encouraging young
people in their learning journey. I know you will be particularly
proud of them as the year draws to a close.
Students are at the heart of all we do in schools. I want to
acknowledge the great work and professionalism of our
teachers. I acknowledge the teachers at Mount Erin for their
tireless commitment and determination to make Mount Erin
a great school.
Great teachers have extraordinary capacity to shape the lives
of the young people in their care. They can unlock energy,
curiosity and confidence. They can open avenues and
possibilities for the future. As our senior students head off to
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the next stage of their education, the teachers they have
worked with have inspired many of them to believe
themselves and that great things are possible. Being open to
ideas and to change, means the world is an exciting place.
I would also like to acknowledge the outstanding work of the
Leadership Team at the college. Their efforts to drive the
vision for our school - learning is our priority - for students and
staff. Learning is our focus. Our Leaders have ensured that
there is a strong sense of collective achievement and I thank
them.
To our Educational Support staff, I acknowledge the work
you do. You provide so much support for students and your
work is fundamental to the smooth running of the school and
I thank you for your continued efforts.
Our College Board members – you provide guidance,
leadership and encouragement for our endeavours.
Thank you all.
Parents and friends, members of the wider community, who
work closely with our students in a range of programs, thank
you. To those who have volunteered and made great
contributions to the school, or employers who have offered
work placements and apprenticeships to our students, we
appreciate the opportunities you provide and thank you for
your on-going support of the College. There is great support
for our school.
2019 has seen significant improvements around the
College. The hockey pitch was completed in record time and is
a fantastic ground for our sport program. We have also seen
the progress of our new gymnasium and classrooms. We
expect the gym will be ready for business by the start of Term
Two. The project is ahead of schedule and it looks amazing.
An exciting year awaits us.

Important College Dates
Term 4, 2019
Week 10
9th – 13th Dec (M-F) – Arts Academy Camp
10th Dec (T) – Orientation Day (Y7 – 2020)
11th Dec (W) – Top 20 Excursion (Y7/8)
13th Dec (F) – Last Day Early Commencement
Week 11
16th – 19th (M-Th) – End of Year Activities Program (Y7-9)
20th Dec (F) – Last Day 2019 (Staff Only)

Term 1, 2020
Week 1
30th Jan (Th) – Welcome Back! (Y7 and Y12 ONLY)
31st Jan (F) – Welcome Back All Year Levels!
Week 2
3rd Feb (M) – Y12 Conference
Week 3
10th – 12th Feb (W-F) – Year 7 Camp – Phillip Island

Awards Night

Mount Erin College would like to acknowledge and thank
the following sponsors of our 2019 Awards Night.
Baxter Village – Baxter Village Residents
All Points Glass and Aluminium – School Furn
SAB Motors Somerville – Lamont Books – RHS Sports
Centenary Park Golf – Roberts Carpet Court
Tradewind Australia – Edunet Computer Services
Learning with technologies

On behalf of all the members of the Principal Team and the
College Board, I wish you a very Happy Christmas. We hope
you have a safe and wonderful holiday and look forward to
seeing you again in 2020.
Karen Lee
Principal
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Deaf Education Centre (DEC)
2019 is coming to a close. We are pleased to announce
that all our DEC students have progressed to the next
year level. It has been an exciting time as they have
moved in to their new lockers and our students have all
been working so hard during the three weeks of Early
Commencement.
We are looking forward to welcoming new students at
Mount Erin College DEC in 2020.
Congratulations to our DEC award winners for 2019.
Year 8 Endeavour Award – Cleo A
Year 9 Endeavour Award – Jordan B
Year 10 Leadership Award – Kenny B
College Board Encouragement Award – Jasmine O
A big THANK YOU to all our team: Sarah Parker,
Kathryn Khalaf and Anne Craig. You have done
outstanding work throughout a very busy 2019.
Thanks to Sarah, for her amazing organisational skills –
she keeps us all on-track. Thanks to Kathryn – our own
DEC Maths guru. Thank you Anne, who spent a lot of
time interpreting throughout this year.
You each have unique talents that make us a strong
team. Your dedication and professionalism is greatly
appreciated by all the staff at MEC as you work in
collaboration with many of our teaching staff.
Lynnette Rosenberg: A Personal Note

I want to say thank you to all our fabulous DEC families.
I have accepted a new position as a Lead Teacher at the
Victorian College for the Deaf and will begin my new role
in 2020. It has been a real pleasure and privilege to
support your children and work with the MEC Deaf
Education team. Recruitment is already underway to find
my replacement. Our established and fantastic team of
Sarah, Kathryn and Anne remain ready to assist. Best
wishes for the future.
Thank you Lynnette for your great work over the past
two years. We will miss your smiley face around the DEC
and we wish you luck in your new role.

Year 8

Here are Amber, Ryan, Dylan,
Charlotte and Tiarnah performing
the classic ‘Elephants Toothpaste’
practical.

This
involves
the
breakdown of Hydrogen
Peroxide into oxygen
and water by adding
yeast. Soap detergent
is also added which
mixes with the oxygen
and water to make a fun
foamy mess!

Hearing Australia Visit

Hearing Australia will continue their monthly visits to our
centre in 2020. We will keep you updated as to when the
first visit will be.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

We look forward to welcoming you back in 2020 for
another year of educational opportunities not to be
missed.
DEC Staff Lynnette, Sarah, Kathryn, Anne
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New Bus Service and Payment Plans
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RSPCA

Christmas Toys

My dog, Dommie, has been given plenty of toys for
Christmas but he loses them! Your job is to work out
how many toys he has lost. You have two clues:
1. The total number of toys is one more than a
square number but one less than a cube number.
2. There are less than 1000 toys.
How many toys did Dommie lose?
Solution Page: 12

Nara University
Cultural Program
MESEM students recently enjoyed a joint excursion with
VCAL to RSPCA Pearcedale. As part of her VCAL program,
Samantha W (Y11) had been collecting donations of old
towels, sheets and blankets, that are much needed by the
RSPCA. Samantha outdid herself by beating her previous
record of approximately 700 items, by at least 150
items. Congratulations Samantha on such an amazing
effort!

After an official welcome by
the RSPCA we carried all of
the donations into the
donation shed. After this
there was time to visit with
the cats, dogs, birds and
rabbits awaiting adoption. It
was indeed hard to drag
students away from the
animals and back onto the bus.

On Monday 2nd December, we had our annual visit of
approximately 45 Japanese students from Nara University
High School. They were in Australia to do a cultural program
and tour of our College and facilities. Nara students were
joined up with a Mount Erin buddy, and completed some
sports activities and origami or calligraphy together. This
provides our Japanese guests the chance to try Australian
schooling and some Australian food, as well as get to know
someone new. Even though the weather was cold and
raining, not our usual Australian summer, everyone had a
great time, and it was a fantastic cross-cultural experience.
Thank you to all
who helped out
on the day.
Special thanks to
the students in
9A/9B, Ms Bray,
Mrs Pudney and
Mrs Byron.
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What says Oh Oh Oh?
Santa walking backwards!
What carol do they sing in the desert?
O Camel Ye Faithful
How do Christmas angels greet each other?
Halo!
How many letters are in the Christmas alphabet?
25 because there is NOEL!
What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck?
A Christmas Quacker!
Why was the snowman digging in a bag of carrots?
He was picking his nose!

Christmas Rocky
Road Recipe
INGREDIENTS
⅓ cup dark chocolate
1 cup milk chocolate
30 grams copha, chopped
¼ cup mini marshmallows – pink/white
½ cup raspberry lollies, chopped into 4
¼ cup mint leaves, chopped into 8 (optional)
2 shortbread biscuits, coarsely chopped
1 ginger biscuit, coarsely chopped
¼ cup Christmas green & red M & M’s, to decorate
METHOD
1. Spray oil foil container.
2. Combine marshmallow, biscuits, raspberries, mint
leaves in a bowl and mix lightly with your hands.
3. Place combined chocolate & copha in a heat proof jug.
Microwave for 1 minute then stir using a metal spoon to
combine. Place back in microwave for 30 seconds and
stir until mixture melts & is smooth.
4. Add biscuit mixture to jug of chocolate & gently fold
until just combined.
5. Spoon into prepared container.
6. Sprinkle with Christmas M&M’s and slice into small
squares.

If you would like to donate to this Wishing Tree Appeal,
please leave your unwrapped gifts under the tree
located in the Administration Office.

College Newsletter

2019 is almost over and it has been yet another wonderful
year of bringing you the news from around the College.
Many thanks goes out to all the students, staff and
community members who have made a contribution to the
Newsletter. It is great to have so many photos, write-ups, all
the student work and amazing achievements and successes
for you all to read.
There are twelve Newsletters published every year
averaging about every three weeks during the school Terms.
You can find them on Compass and the College website.
https://mounterin.vic.edu.au/newsletters
The first Newsletter for 2020 will be out in:
Term 1: Week 4
Have a safe and happy new year. I look forward to bringing
you the College news again soon.

Sarah Parker
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Arts Academy

Student
Reflection

Arts Academy
★ Stars ★

As our journey together comes to a close,
I can’t wait to see the new adventures we unclose.
From Wakakirri, showcase and other shows,
I can honestly say it’s our time to go.
We all have our different talents that let us shine,
Like acting, singing, dancing and design.
But it’s our time to pass on the Arts Academy legacy
and say goodbye,
I will never forget you all whatsoever.
All the memories we made together,
I will cherish with me forever.

Arts Academy has been an
amazing experience. The
amount of confidence in
myself that I have now
because of the Arts academy
is unreal. I’ve made the closest
friends in this academy and I
will hopefully stay friends with
them
after we
leave.
Showcase and Wakakirri have
been the highlight of my years
in the academy, I found a new
love for performing that I
didn’t know I had. So, thank you for everything Mrs
Williams, Mrs Miosku and Mrs Murray, you have all
pushed me outside of my comfort zones (even though
I complained that I didn’t want to) and found who I am.
I never knew who I wanted to be before I got accepted
into the Arts Academy, I thought I wanted to be really
good at something like
singing, dancing or acting.
Yet now I know that you
don’t have to be amazing in
one particular subject, you
don’t even have to be
amazing at anything, you
simply just have to try.
“You don’t have to be great
to start, but you have to
start to be great” - Zig
Ziglar.

Goodbye Arts Academy.
Student Reflection by: Georgia B.

Congratulations
Callum and Jackson
Congratulations to our amazing rising stars Jackson and
Callum M! The boys were the opening act on Saturday
for the 'One Electric Day' national tour at Seppeltsfield
Barossa.
'You're the voice' singer, John Farnham, took to the
stage with Australian favourites including ‘Pressure
down’ and ‘Reasons’, along with special guests Jon
Stevens, Vanessa Amorosi, The Black Sorrows, and the
Southern Sons.

This is a fantastic achievement and we are confident
that this is just the tip of the iceberg as they commence
their musical careers.
We wish you all the best. Well done boys!
Mrs Worrall, Mrs Williams and Mrs Murray
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The Halogen Conference

Surfing!

MEC 2019 Leaders attend
The National Young Leaders Day

Y9 Outdoor Recreation

The Halogen Conference, held on November 11th, was an
inspiring day, influencing a generation of young leaders
across Victoria to lead themselves and others. Our esteemed
leaders from 2019 attended this day and here’s what they
had to say.

The first week of November, saw the Y9 Outdoor
Recreation Class head down to Smiths Beach, Phillip
Island. Students looked at how to minimize the
dangers at the beach and also looked at how to identify
and deal with rips.
Olivia B: Y11
Today was an amazing day. I learnt so much about other
people from the guest speakers and how they all have
overcome various obstacles. The statements of ‘everyone has
a
purpose’
and
‘execute
enthusiastically
and
unapologetically’ were key ideas that I have taken with me
today.
James W: Y9
The Conference was awesome and the one thing that I will
remember from today is to ‘never give up.’
Jos K: Y8
It was a very inspirational day and all the guest speakers
were genuine and committed people who were so positive
about their experiences. ‘Persistence’ was the key concept
that I learnt today and to remember that someone always
has it worse off than me.

Jesse P: Y10

Today I learnt that goals give direction, purpose and
strength. I was also educated on two words: adversity and
equanimity – to be resilient and try to maintain a sense of
calm in times of chaos. As John Coutis stated today …
“This world won’t adapt to you, you must adapt to it.”

Thanks to Mr
Zwiersen and
Lachlan Haskett
for such a great
day.

Justine C: Y10
Today, I learnt that in order to strive to achieve, you need to
push past the hardships and practice resilience. People may
not always accept you for it, you just have to be persistent.
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Zoo
Snooze

Year 7

Tues 15th Oct, 2019

The Y7 SEAL class attend Melbourne Zoo's exclusive Zoo SnooZzze
program, an overnight stay at the zoo getting up close with the animals as
they’ve never seen them before. The program immerses students in a
range of topics across subjects, including endangered animals,
classifications, environments around the world, Asian animals and
geography, and Indonesian language. The stay included a specialised tour
and classifications analysis at the Melbourne Sea Life Aquarium, as well as
a visit to the Royal Botanic Gardens and the Melbourne Zoo.

Community Service Y9

Year 9 students worked with Mr Zwiersen and built this
fantastic garden and seating feature in the central courtyard.
This project formed part of their community service work.
They did a fantastic job and were really pleased with their
efforts, and so are we. Well done!
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Maths Answer:
26

Square number: 25 (5²)
Cube number: 27 (3³)
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Aleira D

Ella M

This semester the Year 8
Visual
Arts
Academy
students
focused
on
Isometric Drawings as a way
to expand their numeracy
skills.
Using
careful
measuring and technical
drawing equipment the
Year 8 students created
Isometric milk cartons.

Charlie B

Once the drawings
were complete, they
used
the
design
process to come up
with a CRAZY product
to put into their carton.

Tom WA

Bonnie G

Crazy Carton
Isometric
Drawing

Year
8
Phoebe H

Jaslyn K

Jonita M

They were encouraged to
"think outside of the carton"
and come up with a unique
product design.

The students needed to
focus on making sure that
the lettering included in
their design followed the
form of the carton so as
not to destroy the optical
illusion of their Isometric
Drawing.
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It was a lively ceremony where the College
enjoyed a final chance to send off the 2019 Y12s.
This year, for the first time, we held this assembly
on the newly completed Hockey field. The
student entrance, and the applause from all year
levels, was a great opening to the program. On
their seats, the students were greeted with notes
of encouragement and celebration from Y7
students. Thank you to the Y7 team for this
gesture as they were very much appreciated. A
giant video screen as a backdrop was amazing, as
was the performance of the Senior College Band.
Thank you Mrs Lee, Mrs Worrall and Mr Caspar for
your address to the College, to the College
Captains for their excellent speeches, and to the
team that produced the wonderful audio visual
encapsulating the spirit of the Y12 group. The
students in the audience were again very
respectful through it all. Lastly, congratulations to
the Y12 students for their organisation of this
special assembly.

Certainly Tuesday was a big day for our Y12
students and teachers with a Celebration
Breakfast to start the day off and to complete
the day, the Valedictory Dinner. Our ‘Class of
2019’ are to be congratulated for their
magnificent attitude and approach to their
Celebration Day. With a close to 100% student
attendance, with a variety of fancy dress and
‘night club’ costumes, the students provided a
notable contrast to the ‘sporty’ theme adopted
by many staff. Where many schools still cope
with silly acts of damage, vandalism and pranks
resulting in much rubbish and long clean ups, the
consideration shown by our students was
magnificent. Without diminishing their capacity
to have a great celebratory time together, our
Y12’s were very respectful of the College and the
junior students. They ate heartily and enjoyed a
very ‘nightclub’ oriented breakfast to match the
decorations in the Pavilion.

The 2019 Valedictory Dinner was held at the New Peninsula Centre in Mount Martha on the Tuesday night. With nearly 500 in
attendance; staff, parents, students and guests enjoyed this celebration of ‘The Class of 2019s’ achievements in this elaborate venue
which was decorated beautifully, and featured photo-booths and roving photographers. Formal proceedings included speeches from
Mrs Lee, Mrs Worrall and Ms Yardas who all spoke warmly of the group and of the example they had shown to the younger year levels.
All Year 12s received their Graduation Certificates, as well as select students receiving additional Excellence and Endeavour Awards,
with their Year 7 and 12 photos projected as they crossed the stage. From a large number of nominations from staff, selected students
then received their ASPIRE awards for their exceptional contributions to the College. The College Captains, Tom B, Nina E, Kade H, and
Kobe M spoke magnificently of their journey at Mount Erin, and their goals and aspirations for the future. The announcement of Kobe
M, as the 2019 Valedictorian was enthusiastically received, and she delivered an inspired Valedictory speech on behalf of her fellow
students. The night was concluded with an entertaining video presentation showcasing many memorable activities enjoyed by the
group, which captured the fantastic personalities that were a part of the delightful ‘Class of 2019’.
I again wish to acknowledge the outstanding respect and behaviour exhibited by our ‘Class of 2019’ during these last two days. 14
Michael Caspar Y12 Wellbeing Leader

