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Principal’s Report

As Term Four races along, our students have been involved in
some terrific activities and many are preparing themselves for
their end of year exams.
Our Year 12 VCE students have commenced their final exams
and I congratulate them on the work they have done to
prepare. It’s a very busy time as they prepare for their five
subjects. It has been very heartening to see them seeking
support and feedback from their teachers in the days leading
up to their exam. By next Wednesday, 20th November, there
will be some very relieved young people as the last exam is
completed. We look forward to mid-December when the
results come in and wish every student the very best.
Our senior students in Years 10 and 11 embark on their end
of year exams this week. This is such valuable preparation for
them as they learn the importance of study, practice and time
management. We wish them well.
Our Early Commencement Program begins the week
starting 25th November. Students have been working hard to
ensure all work requirements are submitted, so they are able
to progress and step up to their next year level. I remind
students and parents to check Compass. Homework Club is
also available if additional assistance is required.
Last week saw the Year 8 Market Day take place, where
great ideas were realised and entrepreneurial skills were put
to the test. Widespread advertising enticed lots of staff and
students to spend a few dollars. We also had visitors from local
primary schools who were very excited and armed with a few
gold coins helped buy a huge array of products. It was a great
day, with lots of learning about the world of business to be
taken away. Congratulations to Mr Robinson and the Year 8
Team who helped ensure the day was so well organised. Great
work Year 8!

The past few weeks have been very busy right across the
school. Our Arts Academy students at Year 9, completed their
‘Suitcase Series’. Students have worked on a script this
semester which culminated in their performance at the
Malthouse Theatre in South Melbourne.

Their performance was excellent and their effort and focus
was noted by the organisers, as they performed alongside a
number of other Secondary School groups. Congratulations to
Ms Miosku and 9C, who did so well, practising, rehearsing and
presenting their script in such a professional manner.
Over the past two weeks, all Year 9 students have been
involved in their one-on-one Growth Conversations with
school leaders. I have been very impressed with how the
students have approached these conversations. It is an
opportunity for each child to look at their data over the course
of this year, in particular their NAPLAN results. We know that
there has been significant improvement in learning growth in
Numeracy and Literacy - Reading this year. I think it reflects
students taking a more active role in their learning. Our
Literacy Reading results for learning growth have been
significantly above similar schools and above the state
average. It reinforces the effectiveness of Reading Plus as one
of our key reading strategies from Year 7 to Year 9.
Congratulations Year 9s!
On the basis of our improved results the recently appointed
Deputy Director of Education, David Howse has asked
each network across the state, to nominate one Primary and
one Secondary School that they are confident will continue to
improve their Year 9 results in 2020. Mount Erin College has
been chosen as the school in our network. We will work
closely with our current Year 8 classes to ensure they are given
the best opportunity to be successful as they head into Year 9.
Remembrance Day was marked last Friday by a group of
eighteen Mount Erin students, who were invited by the
committee and members of the Frankston Returned and
Services League of Australia Sub Branch, to attend a Students
Remembrance Day Service at Frankston War Memorial in
Beauty Park. The service commemorated 101 years since the
Armistice was signed, bringing to an end the “Great War”
which changed Australia forever. I am very proud of the way
our students represented the College.
Our gym continues to make progress. The frame work is now
going in around the classrooms and it is hoped that the roof
will be placed in the next week. The terrible weather last week
has slowed things down a little, but the project continues to
push ahead. It will be worth the wait! We are now looking at
projectors and sound systems that can be included in the build
so that the gym is set up well for all our major events and
assemblies. It’s great to watch this big project finally take
shape.
Karen Lee
Principal
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Important College Dates
Term 4, 2019
Week 7
18th Nov (M) – 22nd Nov (F) Y10/11 Examinations
21st Nov (Th) – Arts Academy Showcase
Week 8
25th Nov (M) – Early Commencement Program
26th Nov (T) – Pre-Transition Day
– Y7 2020– Meet the Teacher Evening
Week 9
3rd Dec (T) – MEC Awards Night
6th Dec (F) – Y10/11 Students Last Day
Week 10
9th – 13th Dec (M-F) – Arts Academy Camp
10th Dec (T) – Orientation Day (Y7 – 2020)
11th Dec (W) – Top 20 Excursion (Y7/8)
13th Dec (F) – Last Day Early Commencement
Week 11
16th – 19th (M-Th) – End of Year Activities Program (Y7-9)
20th Dec (F) – Last Day 2019 (Staff Only)

Remembrance Day

MESEM students were invited to attend RSL Park's
Remembrance Day service.

Term 1, 2020
Week 1
30th Jan (Th) – Welcome Back! (Y7 and Y12 ONLY)
31st Jan (F) – Welcome Back All Year Levels!
All students had a chance to pay their respects at the
service. They were also very helpful with equipment,
morning tea and handing out the Order of Service. They
also
got
a
brief
opportunity to catch up
with two of their
favourites, Alan and
Margaret.
Many compliments were
given by residents and
visitors
about
how
helpful and polite our
students were.

We would like to thank:

Hugo’s Donuts.

They are supporting our
Meet-the-Teacher Evening
on Tuesday 26th November.
Pictured:
‘Hugo’s Bee Sting’ donut.
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Deaf Education Centre (DEC)

Y10 International Cook-Off Competition

Charlotte and Brooke cooked up
a storm in the Y10 International
Cook-Off. They investigated,
designed and produced a
‘MasterChef Style International
Cuisine’ and presented it for
staff to taste. Here is Charlotte
with Butter Chicken from India
and Brooke made French Red
Velvet Crepes.

Art Class

Locky has really enjoyed his Art classes this year and he
has been doing some amazing work! The most recent
task is a portrait of a famous Australian (Locky chose Guy
Pearce). Here is a note from Locky’s Art teacher, Ms
Dolbel: “Locky did really well, from wanting to trace
everything to completing this freehand. He worked hard
on it and he should be really proud of himself.”
We are very proud of you Locky! Well done!

Well done
Charlotte
and Brooke.
Delicious
cooking!

Hearing Australia Visit

-

Locky working with
Ms Dolbel

Famous Australian:
Guy Pearce

Captioned Movie Experience

Friday 1st November our students enjoyed a captioned
movie in the Multi-media room at school. They ate their
popcorn and snacks whilst watching “Jumanji: Welcome
to the Jungle.” It was great to have our two incoming
Year 7 students join us. This gave them the opportunity
to meet our current DEC group, as a pre-transition
morning for them. We look forward to seeing them again
later this Term for Pre-Transition and Orientation Day.
Year 9

Great to see Jordan enjoying his Visual Communication
classes. Keep up the great work!
Y10/11 Exams

Best wishes to our Senior School cohort who are
completing examinations over a two week period. We
hope that all your study and hard work will be reflected
in your educational progress.
Y8 Market Day Success

Congratulations to Cleo who worked really hard to get
her stall “The Stone Zone” up and running for Market
Day last week. Cleo was selling coloured rocks and
crystals to the keen shoppers. It was great to see her
learning about how to run your own business.

Tuesday 3rd December

We are looking forward to the last few weeks of Term.
Keep up the great work everyone!
DEC Staff Lynnette, Sarah, Kathryn, Anne

2020 School Bus
Travellers

Any student who is planning to use the school buses
in 2020, MUST submit a completed application
form to the Front Office by: Friday 22nd November.
A student will not be permitted to travel without it.
All current bus travellers should have received an
application, however they are also available for
download on the College website.
https://mounterin.vic.edu.au/parent-information/bus/

Please see Mr Kenyon or contact the Front Office
if you have any questions.
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BMX Champion
Boxing National Titles

GOLD!
Well Done
Tyla!

Gold Medal Winner of
Underage Boxing National Titles

Tyla recently returned from the Gold Coast where she
represented Victoria in the underage Boxing National
Titles. Tyla was very successful with her dedication and
hard work resulting in a Gold Medal.

Nate competed at the BMX
Victoria School Championships
for Mount Erin. The first round
was held in Lilydale on
September 13th and Round 2
was held on Saturday 19th
October in Bendigo.
Nate placed 3rd overall in the
14-15yrs Boys event.
A fantastic effort Nate!

A–Z

Using any letter only once, what are the largest and
smallest numbers that you can write down in words?
Example: Eighty
Not: Ninety (as N is used twice)
Solution Page: 6

Newsletter

The last issue of 2019 will be
out in Week 9.

Tyla has now been asked to compete for Australia at a
boxing tournament in New Zealand this week.
Congratulations Tyla!
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VCAL Enterprise Day

On Tuesday 29th October the Year 11 VCAL group held
our ‘Enterprise Day’ where we all had $20 to invest in
products to sell! Our group did a sausage sizzle.

On Tuesday 29th October VCAL Intermediate held
“Enterprise Day” as part of the $20 Boss Program. The
objective is to make a profit out of the start-up capital.
Students formed their own ‘businesses’, marketed
themselves as teams and project managed from start
to finish. The Courtyard was a buzz of activity on a very
hot day!
Ms Fishwick

Staff Profile

Annabel Webb
Youth Worker

Luckily we had a few members in our group so we put
all our money together and weren’t limited to $20! The
objective was to be in profit, and our group made $160,
which goes back into the VCAL budget. Some of the
other groups sold icy poles and milkshakes and we
thought that they would sell the best as it was almost
30 degrees on the day – but everyone wanted a snag unfortunately we ran out of tomato sauce but that
didn’t stop our sales.
VCAL Student Reflection

Describe your current role
at Mount Erin College and
how long have you worked
here. I started working at
Mount Erin this year and my role
is in the Student Services team.
As the school Youth Worker I
work with the students to
support their wellbeing and
encourage them to engage and
participate in activities to improve their mental health.
I also assist in organising and running wellbeing
programs and events within the school community.
Before you started at MEC, what were you
doing? Before Mount Erin I was working at a winery as
a waitress.
What do you enjoy most about working at
Mount Erin College? All the fun staff opportunities
and events and getting to beat students at UNO!
Your MEC highlight so far this year … Year 7
Camp and Dexter joining the team!
Tell us about your hobbies or passion outside
of school. Outside of school I like to go for walks and
explore more of nature, or travelling.
Your message to share with the school
community is … Keep trying your hardest and stay
positive, there are always new goals to reach.
You’ve got this!

A – Z answer
Largest: FIVE THOUSAND
Smallest: ZERO or NOUGHT
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South East Victoria Region

Junior Band Festival

Mount Erin College hosted the SEVR Music Junior Band
Festival on Wednesday 23rd October.

It was a fantastic day of music with Sue Arney as Guest
Clinician. There were over 80 students and staff
participating from five different SEVR schools in the
auditorium. The students rehearsed all day as a massed
ensemble and then recorded three pieces. Well done
to Jorja C, William S, Dakota N, Regan M, Nathan B,
Vani M, Ryley J, Ryen C and Kaitlyn F for participating
from Mount Erin and representing our College so
positively.

Concert Band and
Choir Band Tour

The Concert Band and Choir participated in their first
band tour on October 24th. We packed all of the gear
onto the bus and headed to Baxter Primary School for
our first performance, in which the primary school
students participated being guest conductors and choir
members. We then came back to Mount Erin for a pizza
lunch which was delicious. After lunch we were back
out on the bus again to Kingsley Park Primary for
another performance. Well done to all of the students
involved on the day. They had rehearsed their music
every Monday and Wednesday lunchtimes since
February, and represented Mount Erin in a friendly and
professional manner.

The Order of Australia Association, Mornington Peninsula
Regional Group, advised Mount Erin College that we were
Runner Up for the 2019 Schools Project Annual Award for
the Community Music Program. The aim of our Community
Music Program is to provide entertainment for vulnerable
residents in our local community. Each month students
perform at Baxter Village at The Chapel, The Manor and The
Lodge and at Peninsula Health they perform for the patients.
Our local community is greatly enriched by celebrating the
arts through inter-generational events. Each month,
different students volunteer to perform: ukulele students,
woodwind, strings, our College choir, duets, guitar solos and
vocalists give up their time to improve the well-being of
others. The students are supported by their music teachers
who sometimes perform with them.
This program instils a sense of community in the music
students who give up their time to perform. Volunteering
numbers are low for young people in Australia and the
Community Music Program allows students to learn about
facilities and organisations in their local area. It also allows
students to discover how their talents can be utilised for the
betterment of others. By visiting Baxter Village and
Peninsula Health on a monthly basis, it allows for positive
interactions and relationships to be developed. Students
often spend time talking to the patients at Peninsula Health
at the completion of their performances. The Community
Music Program improves the quality of life for our most
vulnerable residents. Performances allow both students,
patients and residents to come together to share their love
of music and to forget their troubles for a short time.
Thank you to all staff for your support of this program over
the past years and congratulations to Mrs Whelan, Mr
Wilson, Mrs Doyle and Mrs Main for their hard work.
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Suitcase
Series
On Monday the 28th of October the Year 9 Arts Academy
group performed at The Malthouse Theatre for their
Suitcase Series performance called ‘Atomic’.

Red Cabbage Indicator
Experiment

The Year 9 students have been
looking at the periodic table,
which is celebrating its 150th
birthday this year.

In this practical we investigated the pH of household
solutions using a purple coloured liquid we made by
boiling the common Red Cabbage in water. The liquid is
a universal indicator, meaning that it changes different
colours depending on the pH of a solution. It will turn
pink/red in the presence of an acidic solution and
blue/green in a basic solution. The pH is the measure of
the presence of Hydrogen (H+) or hydroxide (OH-) ions,
the more H+ ions the more acidic the solution will be.

The Suitcase Series is an opportunity to empower young
people to tackle the greatest challenge of their
generation: climate change. It brings Year 9 and 10
students together to devise a performance in response
to a specifically commissioned script and finally to
perform at the Malthouse theatre.
We discovered that soft drink and lemon juice turn
red/pink and are therefore strong acids while antacid is
a strong base turning a blue/green colour. They also
discovered that pure water didn’t change the colour at
all and is therefore a neutral solution meaning that the
number of Hydrogen ions is equal to the number of
Hydroxide ions.
We have taken the ATOMIC script and created our
interpretation of our world now, and what it will be if we
can’t create change. Congratulations to all the students
that participated. Your performance was fantastic!
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Careers News

Year 7 and 8 Career Development
This Term, Year 7 and 8 students began investigating
Careers and future training options and went on the
following excursions. Year 7: Careers Exploration Day at
Chisholm Institute, Frankston on Thursday 31st October.

Thank you to all of the mentors, parents/guardians and
teachers who helped support the program throughout
the year. To find out more about Access Monash and
their mentoring program visit: https://www.monash.edu/access

VTAC Key Date
Reminders for Y12
Students and
Parents
ATARs and Study Scores Released
Thursday 12th December at 7.00am

Change of Preferences for December Offers
•

Close – Saturday 14th December 2019 at 4pm

Change of Preferences for January Offers
•

Close – Friday 20th December 2019 at 4pm

VTAC Offers

December Offer Round – Wednesday 18th
December at 2.00pm
• January Offer Round for Domestic Students
Wednesday 15th January 2020 at 2.00pm
• February Offer Rounds for Domestic Students
Monday 3rd February 2019 at 2.00pm
Students applying for courses that have extra essential
requirements (i.e. submitting a folio, a pre-selection kit,
arranging an interview, sitting the CASPer, etc.) are
reminded that failure to meet the deadline date for these
means students may no longer be eligible for selection
into their desired course.
For more details regarding important dates, and
applicable fees, please refer to VTAC Key Dates,
www.vtac.edu.au
•

Year 8: Monash University, Peninsula Campus on
Thursday 14th November. This is part of the Schools
Access Monash program. All Year 7 and 8 Students will
also be starting their Career Action Plans in the coming
weeks.

Congratulations to the Monash Mentees!

Access
Monash
was
delighted to celebrate the
2019 Year 12 Mentees
from
Mount
Erin
College who
graduated
from the Access Monash
Mentoring Program.

An end of year celebration was held at Monash
University’s Caulfield Campus on Thursday 10th October
to commemorate the achievements. Each mentee
received individual mentoring from a current Monash
University student throughout the year. Mentors
provided invaluable advice and support to their mentees
- providing insight into university life, clarifying future
goals and supporting mentees with study tips throughout
Year 12.
Congratulations to the following students who
graduated from the program this year:
Zachary O, Thomas B, Christina T, Sena F, Lachlan W

RSPCA Program – Animal Career Discovery Day
Animal Career Discovery Day is on
Tuesday 10th December 9am to
3.30pm ($75 cost)
https://www.rspcavic.org/services/education/secondar
y-education/animal-career-discovery-day
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Y10 Food and Culture

International Cook-Off
Our Year 10 FAC class took part in an all-day MasterChef-style,
International Cook-off competition on Thursday 24th October.
Students chose a country of their choice to research the food and
culture as a display poster to accompany their recipe/s. They
researched, planned, ordered, organised and invited teachers and
staff as guests to come along to this event.
We had sweet and savoury dishes from China, Italy, India, USA,
Mexico, England and France. Many new techniques and skills were
learnt and developed over the day – in fact, Josh J was nominated the
Teacher’s Award for B.O.G (Best on Ground) for learning how to use
yeast when he made pizza dough on his own. Fabulous effort!
We invited staff to come along for lunch and vote for their three
favourite dishes – Congratulations goes to China, Italy and France for
the top three dishes of the day! You should all be very proud of
yourselves – it was a fabulous event.
Thanks also to everyone who helped make the day a huge success supporting our students and the Food Tech Dept.
Ms Townsend

Legal Studies

Victorian Electoral Commission

Last week the Year 10 Legal Studies classes had a visitor, Amy, from the Victorian Electoral Commission. On this day, they learned
all about how our voting system works here in Victoria and were able to have a go at preferential voting themselves.
Throughout this Term, students have been spending time developing their own political parties and researching issues they are
13
passionate about. They presented these issues in front of their peers during the incursion, as we took part in a mock election.
Congratulations to “The Ben Party” who won our mock election.

Charlie And The
Chocolate Factory

COSTUME DESIGN
There were two main parts to this
costume design project: research
and preparatory drawings (with
annotations) and the finished
poster
presentation.
These
posters are the result of a Theatre
Design Unit completed in Year 7
of the Visual Arts Program of the
Arts Academy. This project ties
into a recent Arts Academy
excursion where all students
attended the stage play of
“Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory” in the city.
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