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College News 
 

Robinsons Road, Frankston South VIC 3199 
P: (03) 5971 6000    E: mount.erin.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Student Attendance Hotline: (03) 5971 6098 
 

 

Principal’s Report 
 

Wakakirri 
I am thrilled that our 8C Arts Academy students have again 
won through to the State and National level of the Wakakirri 
competition. Their piece this year is an extremely moving and 
powerful story about the plight of refugees. The dancing is 
moving and emotional, reflecting the desperation of the 
people fleeing their countries in search of peace.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wakakiri Red Carpet 
 

This week, on Wednesday 11th, the class will perform again at 
the Palais in St Kilda. We wish them every success. I want to 
congratulate the students on their hard work and Mrs 
Williams on the outstanding quality of the performance again 
this year. 
 
NAPLAN 
Our results arrived last week and I am very pleased with the 
way our students approached the tests. In particular, I am 
pleased with our Year 9 results this year. There has been 
significant improvement across Literacy and Numeracy, in 
terms of relative gain. This measures the growth in learning 
from Year 7 to Year 9. This is so encouraging and I have met 
with all Year 9 students to present their data last week. What 
it shows us is that students are working hard and there has 
been a very real increase in the percentage of students making 
medium and high growth, and a decrease in the number of 
students making low growth. Individual results will be mailed 
home this week and I encourage parents and students to 
discuss their results and set goals for the Term and year ahead. 
 
Principal for a Day 
Last Thursday, Mrs Carol 
Smith from the Frankston and 
Mornington Peninsula Local 
Learning and Employment 
Network (FMPLLEN), took on 
the role of Principal For a Day 
at the College.  
 
 

 
Carol has spent much of her working career as Executive 
Officer in not for profits and charities such as the Portsea Camp 
and Girl Guides Victoria. For ten years, Carol worked with the 
Koori community in the Goulburn Valley. The day began with 
an early morning executive meeting with five principals from 
schools in the Central Peninsula Nework. On our return to the 
College we had a tour of the school, followed by a Year 9 
Assembly, visits to a number of classes and discussions with 
students. Carol was particularly impressed with our facilities 
and the programs being undertaken at the College.  
 
Of specific interest, was our technology area and the high 
numbers of students participating in Building and 
Construction. Our discussions centred on how we could be 
linked into industries that could support such programs at the 
school and provide opportunities to explore the range of 
employment in the timber industry. Carol’s links to businesses 
and industry are invaluable and I look forward to following up 
with her on this. Carol attended briefing, our weekly 
Operations Group meeting and a Site meeting for the gym 
build. She spent time with our Senior VCAL students and was 
really impressed by their clear plans for the future. They 
reflected on the VET courses and work placements they’ve 
undertaken. Every student had a plan for their future career; 
with many heading to apprenticeships and on to further study. 
Carol outlined the role the LLEN plays in bringing students and 
employers together. She encouraged students to take on 
every opportunity that came their way and reflected on the 
many diverse jobs she has undertaken that have taken her to 
different places around the world.  
 
Carol met with students, spoke with staff and sat in on some 
difficult conversations about students at risk. It was a very full 
day and I know we have enriched Carols’ understanding of the 
complex nature of the Principal’s role.  
 
Mental Health Practitioner Initiative 
Our school is excited to be part of the Mental Health 
Practitioners initiative. This initiative has supported our school 
to recruit a psychologist to join our Student Services Team to 
better support the mental health needs of our students. We 
have been allocated funding and have appointed a 
psychologist in a full time position, starting at the beginning of 
Term Four. Students and parents can speak with our Head of 
Student Services if they would like to discuss their suitability 
to engage with this service. Please note that referral and 
consent documentation will be required prior to service 
commencement. We are excited to have a new staff member 
at Mount Erin College and know they will make a positive 
contribution to supporting student wellbeing. 
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Year 12  
Year 12 VCE students are heading into their final weeks of 
preparation for their exams. This is a critical time for them, 
reviewing and revising the work they have undertaken over 
the year. For most students, they have five subjects to prepare 
and these weeks make all the difference as they begin 
intensive study and revision sessions. It was great to see that 
students arranged a really successful Trivia Night recently to 
provide a bit of fun and a break from their studies. Keeping 
that balance is a very important strategy for success. Students 
have practice exams and revision sessions planned over the 
September holiday break. It is essential that they take up 
these opportunities to get feedback on their exam 
preparation. Lots of timed practice is the focus now. Staff are 
working closely with students to ensure all work requirements 
have been met and are also running lunchtime and after 
school sessions to support students with their study. We wish 
them well. 
 

Reflections 
With only two weeks left in the Term, it’s a good time to reflect 
on the many wonderful things students have been involved in. 
The Year 7 and 8 swimming program was highly successful and 
really supports these students to be safe in the water. There 
have been a huge number of sporting events this Term, 
culminating in the Northern Peninsula Athletics Competition 
last week. Some terrific performances were noted. Year 8 
Medieval Day is on Tuesday 10th and students have been 
preparing some amazing projects that will be presented and 
shared, that show their understanding of this period in history. 
Our music and singing students continue to lift the spirits of 
many patients and staff at the Rehabilitation Hospital, with 
their regular visits. The feedback from the community has 
been overwhelming, with a positive impact on patients. 
 

I would like to acknowledge the work of Paul Deacon who has 
worked as a member of the Maths Team for several years. 
Paul has accepted a position at another school and will begin 
there at the start of Term 4, we wish him well. 
 

Thank You and Congratulations 
I thank the students for their commitment to their studies and 
to the life of the school through their involvement in the many 
extra curricula activities they participate in. In particular, the 
newly developed SALT group (Student Agency and Leadership 
Team) is working hard to improve the way students and staff 
work together to ensure every student is supported to learn. 
Congratulations to our College Captains who have been 
instrumental in establishing this group and providing 
opportunities for students to have input. 
 

2020 
As we move towards Fourth Term, my focus is already on 
2020. Our enrolments for next year are very good, indicating 
high levels of confidence in our school from the community. 
As the subject selection process is finalising, staffing needs to 
become the next step as we ensure we can staff the 
curriculum choices students have made. We work hard to 
provide a broad and rich curriculum. I thank all our families for 
their on-going suport for our College. 
 

Karen Lee 
Principal 

Year 12 Holiday Exam 
Preparation Program 

 

  
 

Important College Dates 
 

Term 3, 2019 
Week 9 
10th Sept (T)   – Medieval Day (Y8) 
11th Sept (W) – Arts Academy Grade 5 Challenge Day 
12th Sept (Th) – R U OK? Day 
13th Sept (F)   – Ancient Civilisation Expo (Y7) 
Week 10 
16th Sept (M) – Tasmania Trip (Y10/11) 
19th Sept (Th) – City Week Expo (Y9)  

         – VCAL Expo (Y11/12) 
20th Sept (F)   – Last Day Term 3 (2:30pm Finish) 

 
 

Term 4, 2019 
Week 1 
  7th Oct (M)  – First Day Term 4 
  9th Oct (W)  – 2020 Year 7 Information Night  
Week 2 
14th Oct (M)  – Music Concert  
15th – 16th Oct (T-W) – Zoo Camp (Y7A SEAL) 
Week 3 
22nd Oct (T)   – Year 12 Breakfast Celebration 
23rd Oct (W)  – Immunisations (Y7)  
24th Oct (Th) – VCAL Awards Night (Y11/12)  

          – Junior and Senior Band Tour 
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This is my fourth deaf sports day. I 
tried a new sport, Golf. It was hard 
to hold the golf club properly but 

after some practice I got it.  
Jasmine 

 

Combined Secondary Schools 

Deaf Sports Day 
Thursday 29th Aug 2019 

Locky 

Jordan, Brooke, Locky, Connor 
 

Brooke Jordan, Kaitlyn, Connor 
 

Jordan 

Kenny 

Rathmony 

Jasmine 

Kaitlyn 

Locky 

Deaf Education Centre (DEC) 

A great day out at the Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre. Students 
from Y7-11 enjoyed their chosen sport and catching up with friends 
from other Deaf Education settings from around Victoria. Everyone 
showed great sportsmanship and it is always encouraging to see our 
seniors mentoring the junior students. Well done!  
 

This year Kenny tried his hand at 
Hockey! We look forward to him 

trying his new skills at school.  
 

It was a fun day. I had some really terrible shots at golf (and some 
good ones), but I still had a great time!  

Connor 
 

Jordan having 
a swing at the 
driving range, 
after a busy 
morning of 

umpiring the 
Table Tennis! 
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Wakakirri 
Congratulations Y8C and Good Luck on 11th Septemeber! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PANEL COMMENT 
An exceptionally emotive performance and incredible story to 
be told. This totally moved me. The use of AV projection 
enhanced this performance extremely well. Each scene was 
seamless in transition and the performers moved through the 

emotions strongly. The choreography was beautifully placed 
and executed and showcased the soundtrack. The movement 
moved the soundtrack which was amazing. Beautiful 
emotional performance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHOW AWARDS 
Spirit of Wakakirri 
Best teamwork 
Best minimal use of sets, props, and costumes 
  
PERFORMANCE AND PRODUCTION AWARDS 
Excellent Lead Cast 
Excellent Ensemble 
Well-Rehearsed Performance 
Amazing Projection 
Excellent Soundtrack Mix 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STORY AWARD 
Best Social/Current Affair Story 
  
AWARDS DETAILS 
Awards Venue and Date 
The Palais (11th September 2019) 
Tickets on sale direct to public 
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Comparing Heat Radiation 
There has been a lot of Energy in Year 9 Science recently, Heat, Light and Sound 
that is. Students investigated how the colour of an object alters its insulation 
properties, radiation of heat. It was shown by recording the change in water 
temperature in two different coloured aluminium cans that black cans lost more 
heat to the environment than the silver cans. Not only did the results give the 
students evidence they could relate back to every day appliances like kettles and 
emergency thermal blankets, it also gave them the chance to sharpen their 
scientific report writing skills. In particular, they had to produce accurate graphs 
to represent their data. 

Two Liquids can make a Solid! 
Year 8 Science is all about Chemical and Physical Change at the 
moment. Recently they conducted an experiment to produce a 
”Precipitate” which is a solid that is produced when two solutions are 
mixed together. Precipitations can occur in pipes and drains and in the 
human body, as kidney stones. In this case it was barium hydroxide and 
magnesium sulphate to form a white solid, barium sulphate. This was a 
clear indicator that a chemical reaction had occurred. You will notice 
that the white solid has settled at the bottom of the test tube.  

It’s all in the Genes 
Year 10 students are investigating inheritance, 
genetic traits and DNA. To highlight the passing of 
genetic material from parents to offspring they 
got to make Vegetable babies. The characteristics 
(Phenotype) of their babies was determined by 
random selection of alleles from a Male Potato 
Father and a Female Onion Mother. The 
combination of these alleles determined the sex 
of the baby and whether they had pea or sultana 
eyes, carrot or parsnip feet and short or long 
celery arms. It all came down to the combination 
of alleles and as you can see from the pictures 
they all look slightly different, which also shows 
that the DNA code can be read the wrong way at 
times. I can report that all babies were delivered 
with utmost care and are thriving. 
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Staff Profile 

Nathanael Wenger 
Indonesian Teacher 

 

Describe your current role at Mount Erin College.   
I currently teach Years 7, 8 and 9 
Indonesian. Last year I taught Year 7 
English as well. In collaboration with the 
Wellbeing Team, I facilitate the student-
led Diversity Group at Mount Erin and 
help with the organisation of IDAHOBIT 
Day and Wear it Purple Day.  
How long have you worked here and 
what is your background in 
education?  This is my third year at Mount Erin College. In 
2016 I completed a Bachelor of Education and Arts at Deakin 
University, majoring in Indonesian and sub-majoring in 
English. My teaching experience prior to that was teaching 
English in Jakarta, Indonesia. Before commencing my degree I 
worked in a number of customer service roles in finance and 
telecommunications.  
What do you enjoy most about working at Mount Erin 
College?  I really enjoy interacting with the friendly students 
and staff at Mount Erin. I also love sharing my passion for 
Indonesian language and culture with my classes. I was lucky 
enough to have the opportunity to take students to Indonesia 
last year for them to experience the culture first-hand! 
Tell us about your hobbies or passion outside of 
school.  I love reading, running, hiking, yoga and of course 
socialising with friends. I also love travelling with my husband 
during the school holidays. Naturally, Indonesia is one of our 
top destinations! 
Please share a message with the school community. 
Smile early and often. Positive attitudes are contagious! 
 
 

Careers News 
Chisholm Institute Community Day (Frankston Campus) 

 
On Saturday 19th October, the Frankston campus of Chisholm 
will be open from 11am to 3pm. Students and parents are 
encouraged to attend to learn more about ‘Free TAFE’ 
courses, tour the facilities, find out about enrolment process 
and fees and student support services.  
https://www.chisholm.edu.au/students/secondary-school/expos-
and-events/community-day  

 

VTAC Applications due 30th September (Year 12) 
VTAC Applications for University and 
TAFE study in 2020 close on Monday 30th 
September during the school holidays. All 
students should meet with Careers and 
finalise their course preferences by the 
end of Term 3. Students who are applying 
for Special Consideration (SEAS) need to finalise their 

application and submit any additional documentation by 11th 
October. Please speak to your teacher, counsellor or health 
professional as soon as possible about requesting a SEAS 
statement of support.  All Mount Erin applicants should 
submit a VTAC Scholarship application.  
Students who are applying to Chisholm Institute only need to 
submit a direct on-line application (not via VTAC). If the course 
is listed as ‘Free TAFE’ (ie: Free tuition fees) they should be 
applying now for 2020. Parents with queries can contact: 
wood.christine.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Christmas Jobs re available NOW! 
If you are considering working over the summer holidays as a 
Christmas Casual in a large store or shopping centre, you need 
to start looking/applying now. Simply go to a job search engine 
such as Jora or Indeed and enter the term ‘Christmas Casual’ 
and your preferred location. Jobs will 
continue to be advertised in September, 
then training will occur in October to start 
work in late November. See Chris Wood in 
the Careers office if you need help with a 
resume for your job application. 
All students aged 15 should have a Tax file number for their 
employment. Go to: https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals/tax-file-
number/apply-for-a-tfn/australian-residents---tfn-application/ 
 

Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholars (KLDYS)  
Program - University Of Melbourne 

KLDYS is an academic enrichment program 
aimed at giving talented students an 
insight into life at The University of 
Melbourne and to motivate and 
encourage them into considering going to 
university.  Nominations from current 

Year 10 students open on 2nd September for inclusion in the 
2020 Program. The program offers many benefits including 
attending workshops, revision lectures, access to scholarships 
and a guaranteed place in UOM degrees if you achieve the 
required ATAR. See Chris Wood for more information. 
 

Swinburne Advice Nights 
If you are planning to study at Swinburne University, but 
didn’t make it to Open Day, then you can book a 1:1 session 
with a course adviser at Advice Night on Wednesday 18th 
September. 

• 4-6pm – Hawthorn Campus (general courses) 
• 6-8pm – Aviation Courses (only) 

Register at https://www.swinburne.edu.au/choose/#events 
 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chisholm.edu.au%2Fstudents%2Fsecondary-school%2Fexpos-and-events%2Fcommunity-day&data=02%7C01%7Cwood.christine.e%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C7da7e607e5614aa8027f08d7210ea815%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C637014219216324269&sdata=w9wKpwk7mzrO%2BiT69YR%2FRolBiC8hNaOzOeVdlfw4j8k%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chisholm.edu.au%2Fstudents%2Fsecondary-school%2Fexpos-and-events%2Fcommunity-day&data=02%7C01%7Cwood.christine.e%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C7da7e607e5614aa8027f08d7210ea815%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C637014219216324269&sdata=w9wKpwk7mzrO%2BiT69YR%2FRolBiC8hNaOzOeVdlfw4j8k%3D&reserved=0
mailto:wood.christine.e@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals/tax-file-number/apply-for-a-tfn/australian-residents---tfn-application/
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals/tax-file-number/apply-for-a-tfn/australian-residents---tfn-application/
https://www.swinburne.edu.au/choose/#events
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Multiplying Decimals To Make A 

Whole Number Product 
Directions: Using the digits 1 to 9 at most one 
time each, fill in the boxes to make a whole 
number product. 
 

 
 

Solution Page: 11 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday the 10th of November, 2019  
Start Time: 8:30am  

Completion By: 10:30am  
(due to permit requirements)  

 
Mount Erin College has entered a team into the event and 
all that’s needed next is for you to sign up to either walk or 
run the 6.7km. The following link will take you to the 
'Mount Erin College' group where you can register your 
details and follow through with payment. 
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=33882&G=98475 

 
This event is open to all students and staff. 

 
Entry Fee: 

Now – 26th Oct: $25 – Students / $60 – Adults 
27th Oct – 10th Nov: $25 – Students / $65 – Adults 

 
For more information please visit the website or 

see Mr Cove or Lachlan Haskett. 
 

All proceeds go directly to the Fit to Drive Foundation. This 
event aims to reduce the road toll on young drivers and their 
passengers and provide resources to initiatives such as 
the Fit to Drive Foundation.  
 
Young drivers comprise just a small portion of licensed 
drivers, yet are substantially over represented in road 
crashes, fatalities and injuries compared to other drivers in 
Victoria.  
 
By running or walking in The Arthurs Seat Challenge you are 
helping to raise awareness about this issue and raise funds 
to support a wonderful community initiative. This Fit to Drive 
Foundation is unique in that it seeks to coordinate all of the 
educational road safety resources that are available, and to 
deliver them in a systematic way to young people in Year 11 
attending Secondary Colleges in Frankston and on the 
Mornington Peninsula. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=33882&G=98475
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In an effort to increase numeracy, all learning areas at Mount Erin College are encouraged to incorporate visible numeracy tasks within each subject. In this 
Famous Australians Portraiture Project Year 7 students were first taught the general proportions of a face. They then made use of mathematical measuring 
along a vertical and horizontal axis superimposed onto the face to achieve accurate renditions of their subjects.  In addition to this practical task, the students 
did a research project on the Archibald Prize which is a well-known Australian art competition focusing on portraits of Famous Australians.  
 

Mathematics and Portraiture Unit 

Year 7 

Mia F Montana W Summer L 

Baileigh Kaitlyn W Milana N Hailey M 
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B I N G O! 

MESEM students recently had the pleasure of running 
BINGO sessions with our Baxter Village neighbours.   

 
The money raised will be 
going to various projects in 
our “sister village” of 
Pemuteran in Bali, including 
our sister school, the Turtle 
Project, weekend English 
lessons and Rumah Baca; a 
tiny neighbourhood library 
that has recently been set up.   

 
The residents enjoyed it so 
much they have invited us 
back again and we look 
forward to reaching our 
goal of $400. 
 
 
 

RSL Park 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maths Solution: 
There are many answers. For example: 

9.6 x 8.75 = 84 
9.6 x 1.25 = 12 
1.6 x 3.75 = 6 

4.8 x 3.75 = 18 
4.8 x 6.25 = 30 
4.8 x 1.25 = 6 
6.4 x 1.25 = 8 

Note what they all have in common! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Newsletter 
The next issue is due: 

Term 4, Week 3 

Students visit residents at 
RSL Park. They enjoy 
playing cards, and looking 
at photo albums while 
hearing the residents’ 
stories. This is a wonderful 
experience connecting 
with our local community 
and a great initiative. We 
look forward to seeing you 
next month! 
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Photograph  Competition 

August means one thing to the Year 9’s – City Week.  Students spent four days travelling to and from the city, dealing 
with delayed and cancelled trains like experts.  They toured the Old Melbourne Gaol, they looked in awe from the 
Eureka Skydeck and they learnt about homelessness from speakers at the Big Issue Classroom.  The teachers 
proudly listened to comments from tour guides and speakers about the polite, well-mannered students we brought 
to their venues. We even received numerous comments from train travellers, commending our students for their 
willingness to stand for other passengers and their behaviour.  Now it is time to get ready to show off the research 
completed in the city. The City Week Small Business Expo will be open for families and friends. One of the big parts 
of the evening is the awards for the ‘City Week Photograph Competition’. 

Here are some of the photos in the running. 
 

Thursday 19th September 
From 5pm 

Year 9 Centre 


