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Our 2019 College Production, was 
a roaring success! The students’ 
performances were outstanding 
and reflected the hard work that 
has been put in over the whole 
year.  
 
This year’s production met new heights, with a live band 
providing all the musical back up, highly polished acting and 
vocals, professional lighting and sound and a packed house 
every night.  
 

 
 
Students from a number of our feeder Primary Schools and 
residents from the Village Baxter, enjoyed the matinee 
performances. With two casts, a huge number of students 
were able to be involved this year.  
 

 

 

 
A big thank you to our wonderful Parent Connect members: 
Lisa Chiera-Amalfi, Anne Bird, Margaret Dowlan and Jenny  
Ballard, who designed, 
cut and sewed the 
costumes – a total of 
2000+ leaves were 
sewn and the end 
result was fabulous.  

 
Thanks must go to 
Jenny Ballard who ran the café each night and ensured our 
audience members were looked after through the interval. A 
huge thanks to Patrick Kearney, who gave up a whole week to 
sort all the technical aspects of the show. I appreciate his 
willingness to use lots of his own professional equipment and 
for the work he did in training students on the operation of 
sound and lighting for the performances. The sets this year 

were sensational, from 
Audrey 2 to the dentist’s 
chair along with the great 
backdrop sets.  

 
Congratulations to all the 
staff involved and in 
particular to Melissa 
Andrews, Director, for her 
tireless work to ensure everything came together and her 
vision for this year’s show came to life!  

 

 
 

City Week Y9 
Well done to our Year 9 students who have just completed 
their City Week experience. This is an invaluable week as 
students learn to negotiate public transport and make their 
way around the various city sites, with very strict timelines. 
The students have had some great experiences this week, 

# 8 
23rd Aug 2019 

Principal’s  
Report 

mailto:mount.erin.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au


2 

visiting a range of public venues and businesses. Students 
working in small teams have been preparing for weeks to 
investigate a specific aspect of the city. This week has given 
them the opportunity to build their confidence, exercise their 
initiative and build their understanding of some very complex 
aspects of our city. I congratulate them on how they have 
conducted themselves. I have received many calls over the 
week about how well behaved they have been and I am very 
proud of the way they have demonstrated our College Values. 
Congratulations to the Year 9 Team for their work with 
students over the past few months planning for this important 
week. Thanks also to all the staff who accompanied students 
and ensured this week was a great success. I look forward to 
the presentations later in the term, where students will talk 
about what they learned during their City Week experience. 
 

Work Experience 
Week six has seen Year 10 students head out to their Work 
Placements to experience the world of work. Students are 
going to a vast array of work places and will learn alongside 
electricians, builders, plumbers and tilers. They will work in 
bookshops, schools, aged care facilities, with accountants, 
physiotherapists, hairdressers, beauticians, architects, ski 
instructors and in legal firms. It’s a great opportunity to 
explore possible careers and gives students a real insight into 
the world of work. We wish them well and I thank all those 
employers who have willingly taken on a student from the 
College. Over the course of the week, staff will visit most 
workplaces to ensure students are happy and safe and are 
meeting the expectations of the employers.  
 
New Developments 
As you will have seen if you drop your students at school, the 
Gymnasium rebuild is well underway. Work is progressing 
well, with minimal holdups. I will keep you posted as the 
project goes along. The hockey field is now being used 
extensively, but we have fenced off the newly seeded mounds 
that surround the field, to ensure the grass is strong, before 
opening it to student traffic. Our blue courts are being 
upgraded this week as part of our maintenance plan. This will 
ensure the surface is safe for student use. 
 

Canteen Courtyard 
With the deterioration of the seating wall in the canteen area, 
plans are being developed to regenerate this area. The gum 
that is a feature of the courtyard and provides much needed 
shade, has developed huge roots which are causing a number 
of problems in this area. We hope work to begin in this area 
shortly. 
 

Solar Panels 
With significant rises in the cost of electricity and gas over 
recent years, we are investigating the possibility of increasing 
the number of solar panels we have, to decrease our reliance 
on electricity in particular and reduce the cost of utilities. The 
increase in costs, over 420% over 4 years, is well beyond the 
budget and is not sustainable into the future. We are hoping 
to be considered in a pilot program through the Department 
of Education. We are also working to build good habits right 
across the school; turning off lights, heaters, fans and so on. 
 

SALT 
Term Three has seen the start of our Student Agency and 
Leadership Team (SALT). Student leaders from every year 
level have been working with Schy Prewett, who has been 
undertaking a Principal Internship at the College. Students 
have developed their mission and purpose statement and are 
now working with students across the College seeking 
feedback to a carefully designed survey. The SALT team aim to 
improve ways students can increase their agency in the 
learning process. They are working on how students can give 
their teachers feedback about their lessons and how they 
learn. It is hoped that with our focus firmly on our Vision for 
Learning, the outcome of teachers and students working 
closely together will mean greater success for more students. 
 

Staff Professional Learning Day 
Last week all staff were engaged in a Professional Learning day 
with Educational Consultant David Vinegrad. David is a well-
known presenter with extensive experience in the area of 
behaviour management both nationally and internationally. 
He has highly developed skills as a facilitator, trainer, and 
presenter and is widely recognised as an international expert 
on restorative justice and behaviour management. He has 
played a major role in the introduction of restorative practice 
into schools in Australia and internationally. David is an 
experienced counsellor and mediator including high level 
management of critical incidents and school based trauma. 
David has over 30 years of experience working with teachers 
and students in a variety of diverse educational settings 
undertaking and developing a wide range of roles including his 
recent work in Singapore, China and Brazil.  
 

The focus of the day was to build greater understanding of the 
importance of restorative practices underpinning the 
relationships between staff and students. The work over the 
day was grounded firmly in a belief that a calm, positive and 
empathetic approach to students will ensure our expectations 
for learning and our student management processes will be 
more effective. The model that was explored over the day, 
builds skills in students to be able to recognise where things 
are not going well and models strategies for managing difficult 
situations. These are skills that young people can benefit from 
well beyond their time at school. It’s about building positive 
relationships and is underpinned by respect. It was a highly 
productive day and continues our work with the young people 
in our care. 
 

Mental Health Practitioners 
The State Government has introduced an initiative to support 
the increasing issues in schools related to mental health. The 
Mental Health Practitioners in schools initiative has begun, 
and schools have been notified of the allocation they will 
receive. We are very fortunate that the Bayside Region is the 
first area for this program to be rolled out. We are hoping to 
employ a Psychologist who will join our staff and work closely 
with students and teachers to support the varied mental 
health needs at our school. We hope this position will be 
finalised over the coming weeks and look forward to 
welcoming a skilled health professional to our staff. 
 

Karen Lee 
Principal 
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Parent-Student  
Teacher Interviews 

 
Date: Tuesday 27th August, 2019  

Time:  1:00pm – 7:30pm 
Location: C-Block and Design Art Technology and 

Science (DATS) buildings. 
Interview Bookings Available via Compass until: 

Monday 26th August. 
 

This is a student free day, however, students are 
encouraged to be present (in their school uniforms) for 
the interviews. More information will be available to you 
through the Compass News Feed.  
 
 

 
Important College Dates 

 

Term 3, 2019 
Week 6 
23rd Aug (F)   – Wakakirri (Frankston Arts Centre) 

Week 7 
26th Aug (M) – SEAL Challenge Day 
29th Aug (Th) – Combined Secondary Deaf Sports Day  

        – VCAL / MESEM Footy Colours Day 
Week 8 – On Demand Testing (Y7-10) 
 2nd Sept (M) – Swimming Program (Y8) 
Week 9 
10th Sept  (T) – Medieval Day (Y8) 
11th Sept (W) – Arts Academy Grade 5 Challenge Day 
12th Sept (Th) – R U OK? Day 
Week 10 
16th Sept (M) – Tasmania Trip (Y10/11) 
19th Sept (Th) – City Week Expo (Y9)  

         – VCAL Expo (Y11/12) 
20th Sept (F)   – Last Day Term 3 (2:30pm Finish) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Deaf Education Centre (DEC) 
 
We are heading into the second half of Term Three and there 
is a great buzz of excitement around the centre.  
  
Deaf Sports Day is in a few weeks on Thursday 29th 
August. We all head to MSAC for a day of sporting activities 
and catching up with friends from other Deaf Education 
settings around the state. We look forward to bringing you a 
full report in the next Newsletter.  
  
Student Support Group Meetings are being held on 
Tuesday 27th August. This is the same day as the College 
Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews. If you have not yet 
booked in your 30min meeting with Lynnette please contact 
Sarah on 5971 6000 to arrange a time.  
 
There are no classes scheduled for this day as we encourage 
all students to attend the interviews with their 
parents/guardian as this meeting is about them and their 
education. If you would like to book interview times with a 
class/subject teacher, this process is now open via Compass 
and will be available until the Monday before the interview 
day.  
  
Work Experience Congratulations to our Y10 students 
who are off on Work Experience next week. We have a range 
of workplaces that our students are visiting. Childcare centres, 
roller-skating rinks, primary schools and working with 
computers. We can’t wait to talk about all the experiences 
from the week. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hearing Australia Visit Monday 26th August.  
 

DEC Staff Lynnette, Sarah, Kathryn, Anne 

 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter 
The next issue is due: 

Term 3, Week 9 
 
 
 

Here is Locky working 
in Science with his 
classmate Millin. You 
can read about this 
experiment on the 
next page of the 
Newsletter. 
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Brainteaser 
Terri was doing sums for her signwriting business. She 
worked out that one-third of six and two-thirds of eleven 
together made seven. Her maths might seem wonky, but 
she was completely correct. Can you work out what she 
was trying to do? 

Answer Page: 10 
 
 

Staff Profile 

Sarah Beamish 
HPE, HHD and Food Technology Teacher 

 

Describe your current role at 
Mount Erin College. I currently 
teach Year 8 and 9 Health, PE and 
Food Tech. I also teach Year 11 
Physical Education and Year 12 
Health and Human Development. 
This year I am involved in organising 
both the Tasmania 2019 and Central 
Australia 2020 trips.  

 How long have you worked here and what is your 
background in education? I have worked here at Mount 
Erin for 3.5 years. I became interested in becoming a PE 
teacher in high school and went on to study PE, Health and 
Outdoor Education at University of Ballarat (now Fed Uni).  I 
have taught at two previous schools and have now settled into 
life at Mount Erin.  
What do you enjoy most about working at Mount Erin 
College? The students and staff I get to work with every day. 
Your College highlight so far this year is … Organising 
the Year 11 Presentation Ball. The students worked so hard to 
learn all of the dances and looked amazing on the night. Their 
hard work and dedication really paid off, it was a great night! 
I am about to head off on camp to Tasmania, I think this will 
also be a highlight! 
Tell us about your hobbies or passion outside of 
school.  I really enjoy playing soccer with my local women’s 
team and being creative! I like baking cakes and my favourite 
cuisine at the moment is Thai food! I enjoy spending time with 
my nephews and on weekends taking our dog Billie 
everywhere with us … she is so spoilt! 
Please share a message with the school community. 
Take every opportunity you can in life as somethings only 
happen once.

 
 
 
 

Solubility 
As part of our topic on ‘Mixtures’, we looked at how 
temperature affected solubility.     

Here, we made a saturated solution by adding more and more 
solute until no more would dissolve.  Then, we heated the 
solution and again dissolved more and more solute.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We let the hot 
solution cool down for 
a few days and saw 
that large diamond 
shaped crystals had 
formed!  This was 
crystallisation. 
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MEC Writing Club 
Enter the hero of this tale, a simple cog in a network of other cogs that builds up a clock tower known as the world. 
He enters a chamber, accompanied by similar souls, prepared to face a fearsome battle. The Hero sits upon their 
throne, prepared to survive the ensuing battle. The force opposing said soul, the Priest of the Past is before him. This 
being trained in the arts of the past, challenges the Hero with onslaughts of attacks by flaying him with attacks that 
wretch the mind, transferring them to different plains of the past. The Hero, unprepared takes a hefty blow, the 
mysteries of the past are not known to him. He may fall today. However, another hero, an accomplice of our 
protagonist arises, it was the Hero’s friend, the Wizard. The wizened soul reduces the blows of the Well of the Past 
allowing our Hero to absorb the attack and comprehend the meaning of the plains of the past. The battle ensued and 
the two eventually took all the brunt of the Priest of the Past. However, a final obstacle arises. The Priest of the Past, 
reaching the end of its hour, unleashes a ferocious attack that even the Wizard unfortunately couldn’t comprehend. 
Luckily for our protagonist he was prepared. Brandishing his weapon, prepared prior, he deflected the attack and set 
the champions free to the plains of freedom. The Hero accompanied by their ally the Wizard retreated to the plains. 
Congratulations Hero, you survived your High School History Class. 

Written by: ‘Akira’ 
 
 
 
 
 
The sun tells us that it is time to wake up 
While the Full Moon reminds me of Remus Lupin. 
Dawn shows me the different colours every morning, 
And the Stars dance in the night.  
The Sea whispers angry words at the sailors 
And the Sun dreams to see the night, 
While the River runs fast.  
The Night comforts the wolfs, 
While the stone sleeps away the day. 
The mountain remembers everything 
And the Trees gossip loudly to each other, 
While the planet cries because of our pollution! 
Written by: ‘Midnight’ 
 
 
 
 

The Plague 
A rusty bowl sat upon marble slabs, filled with countless names. The light shone over the heads of the crowd. A hand 
raised and a cough followed, emanating through the speakers. One by one the conversations faded. One by one 
everyone’s head lifted to see who created the disturbance. One by one everyone’s ears would focus on one thing, all 
of them now understood what was coming. As the being cleared its throat once again it began to speak. The entity 
wore black robes that seemed to give off smoke, the platform it stood on was soon covered in a thick layer of the black 
gas. Its face was covered by a mask made from the skull of the bull, or its face was the skull. Blood dripped from it as 
if it had just eaten a fresh kill. The sight of it was enough to make people leave, but those willing to stay would have 
to live with the memory of its voice. It spoke, a deep, hoarse voice, it spoke without emotion, with no feeling. It had 
no name, people had come to know it as Plague, it answered to nothing, as if it could not hear, it read names, gave 
instruction and would leave, any who dared to follow would be found without a soul, their bodies decaying and filled 
with black blood. 

Written by: ‘The Witch Doctor’ 

Image by: 
‘Toga’ 
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‘Coraline’ 
Y7 English Text 

Year 7 students are currently reading the popular book, 
"Coraline", by Neil Gaiman.  

 
As part of their exploration of the novel, students in 7E 
English participated in role plays about the characters, 
while their class mates tried to guess who they were.  

 
Students quoted relevant lines and chose significant scenes to 
recreate the atmosphere of the fantasy novel.  

  
 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations to all 
the students who overcame 
their nerves to perform in 
front of their classmates.

Careers News 
Open Days Continue in August 
All senior students are encouraged 
to attend at least one University or 
TAFE Open Day in August.  
The final group of Open Days are: 
• JMC Academy – South 

Melbourne – Saturday 24th August 
• Deakin University – Burwood – Sunday 25th August 
• Federation University – Berwick – Sunday 25th August 
• Box Hill Institute – Sunday 25th August 
• La Trobe University – Bendigo – Sunday 25th August 
• Collarts – Saturday 31st August 
The full program is available at: http://www.vtac.edu.au/opendays 
 

Chisholm Institute Community Day (Frankston Campus) 

 
On Saturday 19th October, the Frankston campus of Chisholm 
will be open from 11am to 3pm. Students and parents are 
encouraged to attend to learn more about ‘Free TAFE’ 
courses, tour the facilities, find out about enrolment process 
and fees and student support services.  
https://www.chisholm.edu.au/students/secondary-school/expos-
and-events/community-day  

 

Christmas Jobs re available NOW! 
If you are considering working over the summer holidays as a 
Christmas Casual in a large store or shopping centre, you need 
to start looking/applying now. Simply go to a job search engine 
such as Seek.com and enter the term ‘Christmas Casual’ and 
your preferred location. Jobs will continue 
to appear in September, then training will 
normally be in October to start work in 
late November. See Chris Wood in the 
Careers office if you need help with a 
resume for your job application. 
All students aged 15 should have a Tax file number for their 
employment. Go to: https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals/tax-file-
number/apply-for-a-tfn/australian-residents---tfn-application/ 
 

VTAC applications (Year 12 students) 
The 2020 Victorian Tertiary Admission Centre application 
process is underway. Year 12 students considering tertiary 
study in 2020 (or deferred for 2021) should register for their 
VTAC account as soon as possible and make a VTAC 
appointment with Chris Wood in the Careers office. The initial 
closing date for applications is Monday 30th September (11th 
October for SEAS special consideration). Parents with queries 
can contact: wood.christine.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Career Action Plans 
All students are required to complete a Career Action plan and 
update it each year. If you are in Years 9-12, please check 
Compass Insights for your year level Career Action Plan and 

complete the questionnaire. The 
plans are currently in development 
for Years 7 and 8 and will be 
available to students in Term 4. 

http://www.vtac.edu.au/opendays
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chisholm.edu.au%2Fstudents%2Fsecondary-school%2Fexpos-and-events%2Fcommunity-day&data=02%7C01%7Cwood.christine.e%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C7da7e607e5614aa8027f08d7210ea815%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C637014219216324269&sdata=w9wKpwk7mzrO%2BiT69YR%2FRolBiC8hNaOzOeVdlfw4j8k%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chisholm.edu.au%2Fstudents%2Fsecondary-school%2Fexpos-and-events%2Fcommunity-day&data=02%7C01%7Cwood.christine.e%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C7da7e607e5614aa8027f08d7210ea815%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C637014219216324269&sdata=w9wKpwk7mzrO%2BiT69YR%2FRolBiC8hNaOzOeVdlfw4j8k%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals/tax-file-number/apply-for-a-tfn/australian-residents---tfn-application/
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals/tax-file-number/apply-for-a-tfn/australian-residents---tfn-application/
mailto:wood.christine.e@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Arts Academy 
Grade 5 Challenge Day 
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Food Technology  

 
Who’s hungry? As the weather starts to warm up, it’s a great 
time to clean off the BBQs and try a few burgers! That’s what 
was cooking in our Year 8 Food Tech classes last week. 
HAMBURGERS! Well done, they look delicious! 
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F2D Y11 
The Fit 2 Drive (F2D) Year 11 Workshop is a VicRoads half-day 
road safety education program, focusing on behavioural and 
attitudinal change to create safer road users.  

 
 
The students were 
peer-led through a 
series of small group 
discussions and 
activities by trained 
university students 
(near-peers).  

 
They worked on evaluating their 
own risk assessment, identifying 
potential barriers to road safety 
(peer pressure, fear of speaking 
up to experienced drivers etc.) 
and developing a toolkit of 
strategies to stay safe on the 
road.  
 
 
 

 

Where are they now? 
Skye Barrett graduated in 2018 from our Mount Erin VCAL 
program.  Since then she has been keeping busy with courses 
and volunteering at RSL 
Park.  Skye was once a 
student participant in 
MESEM excursions to RSL 
Park.  During this time she 
formed a special friendship 
with a lady whose father 
fought at Lone Pine at 
Gallipoli and who met Sir 
Douglas MacArthur during 
World War Two!  Now she 
gets to see her, and other 
residents, every week while 
she helps her community and 
learns new skills.  

Sport News 
Congratulations Emily 

Emily B - Y10, played in the U16 National School Sports 
Australia Hockey Championships last week which was held in 
Newcastle, NSW. 

 
The team had a successful week, winning 6 out of their 7 
games and eventually coming away with a bronze medal.   

Terrific Effort Emily! 

 
Y9 and 10 Regional Netball 

 
On Tuesday 13th August, Year 9 and 10 students represented 
Mount Erin at the Regional Netball Finals. All of the students 
involved played phenomenally throughout the day winning all 
3 games and making it to the finals. Unfortunately lost to 
Mentone Girls Secondary College in the final taking home 
Runners Up for the day.  

Congratulations girls on a Fantastic Effort. 
 
 

Brainteaser Answer 
Terri was looking at the letters in the words six, eleven and 
seven so she could make a sign. She realised you could take 
one-third of the letters in (s)ix and two-thirds of the letters in 
el(even) and make (s)(even)!  
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Geometric Lion Paintings 
This Y7 Art task is learning all about colour. Students have successfully identified primary, secondary, tertiary and 
complimentary colours using a colour wheel.  A pallet was used to mix paint. Look at all the fantastic new colours that have been 
made using only the primary three: red, yellow and blue. Here is Isabella D, Layla C, Braided B, Miranda M painting their lions. 
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Visual Journals 
In Unit 3, Year 12 students begin to focus on their chosen themes in 
their practical work. Students worked through the Creative Process in 
their visual journals. This begins with a brainstorm and research into 
inspirational artists. Students then move onto material trials and 
potential directions. The last part of the creative process is material 
refinement and the conceptual planning of a final artwork. These 
images are taken from the exploratory process that takes place in their 
Visual Journals. 

Stefanie F Melissa J Georgia B 

Brentyn C 

Sabine HV 

Tijana K Kiera F 

Paige D 

Max H Sabrina A Meah P 
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