College News
Robinsons Road, Frankston South VIC 3199
P: (03) 5971 6000 E: mount.erin.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
Student Attendance Hotline: (03) 5971 6098

Principal’s Report

The holidays marked a very sad time for our College, with the
death of Year 8 student Crystal Wightley from influenza. Our
thoughts go out to Crystal’s family and friends as they try to
come to terms with Crystal’s sudden and unexpected passing.
I have passed on heartfelt condolences and have offered
support to Crystal’s family on behalf of the College Board and
the whole school community. This has been a very difficult
thing for students and staff who have known and worked with
Crystal over her time at the College. Schools are very much a
family when such terrible things occur and the effects are felt
right across our wider school community. We hear about
these things in the media, but it is often only when your own
close community is affected, do we take on the message. I
would urge families to speak to their GP about vaccination
against the flu. Taking simple precautions of covering your
mouth when coughing or sneezing, regularly washing your
hands and staying home if you are unwell will help to curb the
spread of the virus.
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subjects and electives their child/ren will be undertaking
across Years 9 – 12 in 2020.
College Production
Rehearsals for the College Production: Little Shop of Horrors,
took place over the holiday break and the performers are fine
tuning their skills as we begin the final weeks running up to
the show. Congratulations to Ms Andrews, Mrs Doyle, Mrs
Main and all the staff who worked with students over the
break (and many afternoons after school) to polish the
performance. We are all excited and look forward to be part
of the audience starting on Thursday 8th August. Details about
purchasing tickets are included in this newsletter. I look
forward to seeing lots of family and friends celebrate the 2019
production with students.

New Gymnasium
The holidays has seen work get underway to establish the
building site for our new gymnasium. Poor weather held up
the demolition process which is now underway. Our solar
panels have been removed and relocated to another area and
we hope to increase the number of panels in order to reduce
the rapidly increasing electricity costs. We are currently
investigating this with a view to installing additional panels
once the new gym is completed. I will keep you informed
about the progress of this exciting project.
School Review
The School Review that was conducted last Term, was
completed on Wednesday 26th June. We will receive the
reviewer’s report during Term Three. The review provided a
great opportunity to reflect on the work we have been doing
over the past four years. Having the opportunity to speak with
students, parents and teachers; review our school data; reflect
on our many successes and focus on the next stage of our
work has been really positive. Having two challenge partners,
Principals from high performing schools, join these discussions
and speak about the similar processes they have undertaken,
was very encouraging and will assist us as we begin to develop
our next Strategic Plan.
Subject Selection
The subject selection process is now completed and now
begins the work to see what students have chosen, what
subjects are able to run in 2020 and what the staffing needs
will be to enable the curriculum to be delivered. As we work
through the process, families will be kept informed about the

Parent Opinion Survey
It is the time of year where we ask parents to complete a
survey that has been developed by the Department of
Education and Training. Parents are randomly chosen to
complete the survey and links will be sent out to you in the
next few days. We want your feedback about how we are
going as a school. The survey gives families the opportunity to
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tell us what is going well and where we might improve what
we do. Your input via the Parent Survey is valued by the
school. It is important to us and we act on the information we
receive. When the results come back to the school we will
ensure they are conveyed to parents via the Newsletter.
Vision for Learning
Over the past 12 months, the Principal and Leadership Teams
have developed a Vision for Learning at Mount Erin College
that encompasses what we see are the key elements of an
education that supports every student. This vision statement
has been taken to all staff for their input to ensure we are all
committed to, and have a common understanding of our
purpose. Our Learning Vision links what we believe are the 3
essential elements:
1. Designing Quality Teaching and Learning - Developing
and implementing curriculum and assessment practices
based on pedagogical understanding of how all students’
best learn and grow.
2. Building Positive Relationships - Creating and
maintaining an engaging learning culture based on
positive relationships.
3. Personalising Learning - Working in partnership with
students to ensure they understand where they are at,
where they need to go and how to get there
This vision will help focus our work and priorities, with the goal
of improving the outcomes for every student at Mount Erin
College. Our Staff Professional Learning Days, will be centred
on these key areas. With two Professional Learning Days
organised this term, we will report back to parents about the
work undertaken by staff on these days and how that work will
further support student learning.
Uniform Policy
As we move through the winter months, I remind all families
that we have a very clear uniform policy. We have a very smart
uniform that was designed by students and our expectation is
that every student will wear that uniform with pride and
correctly. School woollen jumpers and windproof jackets,
woollen skirts and long sleeved shirts mean that students can
be rugged up against the cold. Girls can choose to wear the
school trousers or can wear woollen tights with their skirts.
Thermal under layers can be worn underneath the school
uniform, but cannot be visible. Hoodies are not permitted at
any time. Track suit pants or pyjama pants are not permitted
under school dresses. Shoes must be lace up, black, polishable
school shoes. Runners can only be worn during PE classes.
Socks must be navy or white without logos. I ask all families to
support the College with having students come to school in
the correct attire. If you are facing financial difficulties, the
school can assist. Please contact the College to discuss support
with uniform matters. Facial piercings seem to be an issue at
some year levels at the moment. We have a very clear policy
about this. Facial piercings are not allowed at any time. Please
do not send students to school with them. They will be asked
to remove them or they will be sent home.

Staff Car Park Only
I am disappointed to have to raise an on-going concern. Use
of the Staff carpark by parents attempting to drop off students
continues, causing very dangerous situations at the very front
of the school at peak times. We have had a collision due to this
behaviour, where parents have dropped off students in front
of the boom gates and then reversed out into heavy traffic on
Robinsons Road. We receive complaints and serious reports
every week about the near misses and dangerous situations
that are occurring. The potential for a very serious accident is
extremely high. I urge all parents to use the drop and go zone
along the curb of Robinsons Road or use the Army Reserve
area. Police will be monitoring this area on a regular basis.
Terrific Student Work
There is so much terrific work being undertaken by students
at the College across all subject areas and year levels. It is
really heartening to see the enthusiasm from students, about
their learning.
Welcome
I would like to welcome Schy Prewett to the College. Schy is
undertaking a 6 week Principal Internship through Bastow, the
Department’s Professional Development Centre. It is a
recognition of the great work being undertaken at Mount Erin,
that our College has been approved to be part of this
important program, building experience for the next
generation of leaders. Schy will be working with students and
staff as a member of the Principal Team over the coming
weeks.
As always, school is a very busy and engaging place. I look
forward to another busy term where: Learning is our priority.
Karen Lee
Principal

Important College Dates
Term 3, 2019
Week 4
5th – 9th Aug (M-F) – Little Shop of Horrors
Production Week
th
th
th
8 , 9 , 10 Aug (Th-S) – Little Shop of Horrors
Show Days – BOOK NOW!!
Week 5
12th – 16th Aug (M T Th F) – City Week (Y9) (4 days only)
12th Aug (M) – Fit 2 Drive (Y11)
14th Aug (W) – Staff Professional Learning Day
(No Students)
th
15 Aug (Th) – Sports Academy Challenge Day
Week 6
19th – 23rd Aug (M-F) – Work Experience Week (Y10)
19th Aug (M) – Swimming Program (Y7)
23rd Aug (F) – Wakakirri (Frankston Arts Centre)
Week 7
26th Aug (Th) – SEAL Challenge Day
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Deaf Education Centre (DEC)

Welcome to Term Three. We have now passed the middle of the year and there is a great second Semester unfolding.

Deaf Sports Day Thursday 29th August, 2019. This is a

NDIS – An additional reminder to families, the provision of

sporting event that will provide an opportunity for all
deaf/hard of hearing students from private, Catholic and
public educational settings throughout Victoria, to participate
in competitions and clinics provided by state sporting
organisations and coaching professionals. This will be our
fourth year attending and it’s always been a highlight on our
DEC calendar. You may have already had a permission form
brought home for signing. This is from Deaf Children Australia.
Please keep an eye on Compass as you will need to also give
permission to the College for your child to attend.

hearing services is changing with the continuing roll out of
NDIS. Hearing Australia will be funded through students’
individual packages from July 2020. It is important that you
register your child with NDIS. Hearing Australia are happy to
help you with this process if you give them a call and organise
a time to meet. From information we have received, we
believe that the NDIS criteria for eligibility for services is
different from the current education departments’ funding
arrangements. Please get in contact to see if your child is
eligible.

Student Support Group Meetings - will be organised

Welcome Cara Johnston – Cara is a qualified and

in the next few weeks. We are looking at coinciding these with
the Parent/Student/Teacher Interview Day coming up later
this term to make this an easier process for parents. More
information coming soon.

Hearing Australia – (formerly Australian Hearing) will

next visit on Monday 26th August. Students are invited to
attend these school visits even though they are not
compulsory. Our visiting audiologist, Lisa, will see the students
who require assistance with hearing technology or general
checks. These will be seen to as a priority. Additionally Lisa
may conduct speech discrimination assessments, engage
students in well-being checks or other helpful activities. We
aim for every student to have the opportunity to come along,
even if it is just to check in and say hello.

experienced teacher with over 12 years of teaching
experience in a variety of educational settings. She is
undertaking further studies to become a Teacher of the Deaf
and is completing her student placement with us at Mount
Erin DEC. Cara is joining us from Melbourne University for the
next few weeks. We look forward to
collaborating with her as she
completes her placement at MEC.

Reminder - Please remember that DEC staff are only a
phone call or email away. We are happy to respond to any
queries and do our best to keep families up to date. We
currently have ten funded students in the DEC with more
waiting in the wings for future enrolment in 2020.

Deoxyribonucleic Acid otherwise
known as DNA. Connor-Y10, making
DNA out of lollies. Science is a very
cool and delicious subject. Fantastic!
DEC Staff Lynnette, Sarah, Kathryn, Anne

VCE Art

The Art Department would like to congratulate Tijana K on her UNIT 3 final Artwork submission for VCE ART. She
received 100% for her practical submission. This pencil drawing took more than 62 hours to complete and measures
over 1.5 meters in length. The animals depicted are all of Croatian origin, as is her family. The animals represent
members of her immediate family and artwork symbolically illustrates her life story.
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Sports Academy
Grade 5 Challenge Day
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Staff Profile

Alex Trickovic
English, History, iAspire and
Y10 Home Group Teacher

Refraction and Reflection

Here is 9B looking at how light behaves when it reflects
off mirrors and how it bends when travelling through
different transparent materials.

These concepts explain how everyday things such as
shaving mirrors, security mirrors and reading glasses
work.

Describe your current role at Mount Erin College.
I am currently teaching Year 7 and 10
English and Year 10 and 11 History, as well
as iAspire with my Year 10 Home Group.
How long have you worked here and
what is your background in
education? I have been at Mount Erin
College since the start of 2019. I have an
educational background in History,
Sociology and English Literature.
What do you enjoy most about working at Mount Erin
College? The strong sense of community amongst teachers,
students and parents alike, as well as the highly supportive
staff who have made my overall experience at Mount Erin a
very enjoyable one.
Your College highlight so far this year is …
I have enjoyed being part of whole-school events and have
attended some fantastic excursions; however, my greatest
highlight has been seeing significant growth and improvement
in my students’ academic ability and attitude towards school
over the course of the this year.
Tell us about your hobbies or passion outside of
school. My passions include food, music and travel as well as
spending time with friends and family.
Please share a message with the school community.
Don’t be deterred by your failures, learn from them! And
make the most of your high school experience.

Newsletter

The next issue is due:
Term 3, Week 6
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‘Storm Boy’
Year 9 Excursion
17th July, 2019
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Download a free VTAC App from either Google Play or the App
Store.

Careers News
Year 10 University Experience Day
Last Term on Wednesday 19 June, all
Year 10 students visited a University
campus as part of their Career
development activities. Here is Adriel,
Kenny and Ebony at the University of
Melbourne (outside the historic
Botany building).
th

August is University and TAFE Open Day Month!
All senior students are encouraged to attend at least one Open
Day in August. They are normally held on a Sunday or Saturday
starting at 10am.
The full program is available at: http://www.vtac.edu.au/opendays
The first weekend in August has the following major Open
Days at Monash University.
Peninsula campus: 3rd August 2019 (10am-3pm),
Clayton: 4th August 2019 (10am-4pm),
Caulfield: 4th August 2019 (10am-4pm)
Australian Defence Force Careers Talk
On 18th July, all Year 10
students attended an ADF
presentation by Corporal John
Tumpej (Air Force) and Petty
Officer Michelle Collins (Navy).
We
learnt
about
the
recruitment process, YOU
sessions, careers in the Army, Navy and Air Force, the GAP
Year Program, the Australian Defence Force Academy, and
Trade options. Students asked lots of questions and were very
engaged. Here are Jacques, Darren, Johnathan, Spencer and
Adriel
with
our
presenters.
The
website
is
https://www.defencejobs.gov.au/

VTAC starts in August (Year 12 students)
The 2020 Victorian Tertiary Admission
Scheme for (University, TAFE and College
courses) opens on Monday 5th August.
Mount Erin will hold a Year 12 information
session on Wednesday 7th August during IASPIRE, which will
include a Monash presentation about SEAS and Scholarships,
a Chisholm Institute talk about TAFE options and a VTAC
session about how to register and apply.

Parents are invited to attend a Community VTAC information
session at Parkdale Secondary College, Senior Centre, 118
Warren Road, Mordialloc on Tuesday 13th August 2019 at
6.30pm, or at Kilbreda College Hall, Mentone Parade,
Mentone on Tuesday 30th July at 6.30pm.

Brainteaser

Alice, Bernice and Claire are all speedy bike riders. They
decided to race against each other to find out who is
fastest cyclist.
They ran three races together. In two races, Alice beat
Bernice. In two races, Bernice beat Claire.
Knowing this, is it possible that Claire beat Alice in one
race? Could Claire have beaten Alice in two races? What
about in all three?

Measuring the World Around Us

Gradient is an interesting ratio
that we come across in many
ways
through
science,
geography, sport & bivariate
statistics. This rich task was
devised to give students an
introduction
to
gradient
calculations through a practical
measuring activity involving
group work by comparing
different gradients around our
school.

Students were challenged further by justifying causes of error
in their calculations and how large or small can a gradient be?
Overall students were very engaged and able to competently
discuss any conclusions they arrived at.

Students are encouraged to see Ms Wood in the Careers
Office during August/September to discuss their course
preferences. Students can select up to 8 options in their VTAC
application. Applications close on 30th September (during the
holidays). The website is http://www.vtac.edu.au
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Grade 5 Challenge Days

Maths Question Answer
Answer
Claire can beat Alice two times, but not three.
Explanation
 If Alice beats Bernice and Bernice beats Claire, then the
result must be A, B, C. This must happen in at least one
race.
 In the other two races, Alice must beat Bernice once, and
Bernice must beat Claire once. But these don’t have to be
the same race!
 In the race where Alice beats Bernice, the order could be
C, A, B, and Claire can beat Alice.
 In the race where Bernice beats Claire, the order could be
B, C, A and once again Claire can beat Alice.

New HPE Uniform
The new HPE and Sports Academy
uniform tops are now available for
purchase in store at both Frankston and
Somerville Beleza.
The new sports jacket has been approved by the school after
finally getting the colour, fit & thickness right and will now go
into production. We will notify the school community of when
these are available.
Unfortunately we are still working to get the leggings right as
we do not want to sign off on a product that we are not happy
with. We had some students try on and model the latest
samples. Their feedback, along with HPE staff feedback, is that
we need to keep working on the design further.

8

Sport News
Netball Championships

On Wednesday 17th July, Mount Erin entered 2 teams in
the School Netball Championships held at Knox Regional
Netball Centre. Both teams played exceptionally well
against schools such as Haileybury College, Brighton
Grammar, Rowville Secondary College and Lilydale
College.
The weather was also quite miserable with both teams
playing in the rain by the end of the day, but all the girls
played with enthusiasm and great sportsmanship. A big
thank you to all the student helpers who came to assist
on the day by either scoring or managing equipment and
to our netball coach Kelly Haynes.
Well done girls!!
Junior Team
(Won 1 game out of 7 games)
Indi W, Thalia T, Hayley W, Sharie L, Kayla O, Laura V,
Taylor D, Kasey P, Sophie H
Intermediate Team
(Won 5 games, lost 2 games and draw 1)
Tahlia B, Alicia E, Tyla M, Caitlyn O, Hollie P, Mikaylah
W, Dakota W, Heidi W, Amber W

Year 7 and 8

Swimming Program

As part of the Health and Physical Education program at
Mount Erin College, all students in Year 8 will be
participating in a water safety and awareness program.
This program links directly to the Victorian Curriculum
which includes four focus areas which have specific
reference to swimming and water safety. These are:
Fundamental movement skills (FMS)
Floating and moving the body through water are
fundamental movement skills.
Safety (S)
Supports students to develop knowledge,
understandings and skills to make safe decisions that
protect their own safety and that of others, including
safe practices when near water, sun safety, use of
protective equipment, first aid and emergency care.
Lifelong physical activities (LPA)
Enhance health-related fitness and wellbeing across
the lifespan. Swimming has been identified as a
lifelong physical activity.
Challenge and adventure activities (CA)
Participation in physical activities designed to
challenge
the
participant
physiologically,
behaviourally and socially in diverse contexts and
environments.
This program cost is $46 per student and is held in:
Week 6 for Year 7 and Week 8 for Year 8. This includes
• transport via coach to each session
• 4 swimming lessons with fully qualified swimming
instructors at CORE 24 Somerville Health and Fitness
Gym.
The schedule for each Year level is below:
YEAR 7 SWIM PROGRAM – Week 6

Y8 Netball Team at Jubilee Park – 26th June, 2019

Congratulations

Mon 19th Aug
Tues 20th Aug
Wed 21st Aug
Thurs 22nd Aug
Fri 23rd Aug
Mon 26th Aug

Joshua Y – 11B

Congratulations to Joshua Y who competed at the State
Cross Country on Wednesday 19th July at Bundoora Park.
Joshua qualified for this event via coming 6th at the
Regional Cross Country at Cruden Farm. He performed
extremely well at the State titles where he placed 23rd in
the 17-20 year old division.
This is an outstanding achievement considering Joshua
was one of the youngest competitors in the event.
Well Done Joshua.
Mount Erin are very proud of your efforts!

Depart School: 8:35am
Group 1 (9:00am – 9:45am)
Return School: 10:00am
7A + 7B + 7C
7G + 7H + 7A
7E + 7F + 7G
7C + 7D + 7E
7A + 7B + 7C
7G + 7H

Depart School: 10:45am
Group 2 (11:15am – 12:00pm)
Return School: 12:15pm
7D + 7E + 7F
7B + 7C + 7D
7H + 7A + 7B
7F + 7G + 7H
7D + 7E + 7F

YEAR 8 SWIM PROGRAM – Week 8

Mon 2nd Sep
Tues 3rd Sep
Wed 4th Sep
Thurs 5th Sep
Fri 6th Sep

Depart School: 12:00pm
Group 1 (12:15pm – 1:00pm)
Return School: 1:15pm
8A + 8G+ 8C
8B + 8A + 8G
8F + 8B + 8A
8E + 8F + 8B
8D + 8E

Depart School: 1:15pm
Group 2 (1:30pm – 2:15pm)
Return School: 2:30pm
8D + 8E + 8F
8C + 8D + 8E
8G + 8C + 8D
8A + 8G + 8C
8F + 8B

The swimming program is compulsory for all students
in year 7 & 8.
If you require further information, please contact
Mrs Knights or Mr Main at the College.
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Senior VCAL Community Projects
Homelessness Tour

On Thursday 30th May, the Senior VCAL class headed into the city
to be part of The Salvation Army Homelessness Tour Program.
Students where provided with an introduction to The Salvation
Army before focusing on homelessness and in particular youth
homelessness.
This was truly an eye opening experience visiting a large number
of locations throughout the city. These locations are where people
have slept rough and we listened to their stories and experience.
As part of this experience we have donated all our clothing items
to The Salvation Army - Project Hope in Doveton, in the hopes we
are able to donate to a dynamic support network of the youth.

THANK YOU
We would love to thank all the
Mount Erin Community
members who have donated
to our clothes drive and
toiletries collection for the
homeless.

Pinchapoo

Thursday 27th June, the Senior VCAL class went out to
with a large amount of donations from our class and
community members where we spent the day as volunteers. We were provided with a briefing about the organisation, the type of
work they are involved in and the community networks they support.
We then split up into working parties and started to work. We were putting together special pamper packs for community groups in
need. They day was fantastic with all the class really getting involved for an amazing cause. Throughout the day, we rotated around
the warehouse ensuring that everyone had the opportunity to see all aspects of the production line.
Thank you again for all the continued support of our community projects. We have a special event happening Term 3 so look out for
this information on Compass, Community Noticeboards and Social Media as well as the College Website and Newsletter.
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Over 50?

Magic Moments Youth Leadership Summit
Cranbourne Star News Article – 26th June 2019
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Tori C

In Unit 1, Year 11 students begin to focus on different themes in their practical
work. In Term 1 they focused on the theme IDENTITY and in Term 2, DREAMS &
NIGHTMARES. Students worked through the Creative Process in their visual
journals. This begins with a brainstorm and research into inspirational artists.
Students then move onto material trials and potential directions. The last part of
the creative process is material refinement and the conceptual planning of a final
artwork. These images are some of the final artworks from the first two Terms.

Year 11
Unit 1

Emma B
Chloe A

Jazmin S

Riley D

Final Art
Works

Spencer M
Kasey K

12
Tom P
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Tom W-A

Bonnie G

Year 8

Sarah D

Ella D

Charlie B

Teaser Poster
Design: ‘Little Shop
of Horrors’

In support of Mount Erin’s 2019 School
Production LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS the
Year 8 Arts Academy students embarked on
a teaser poster design. Unlike a conventional
poster that would be informative, this was a
more informal product, designed to pique
interest in the show. There were two parts
of the Poster Design project: Research and
Preparatory Drawings (with annotations)
and a finished Poster Presentation. Here are
some examples of the posters produced.

Amber A

Molly N

Jonita M
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