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WELCOME TO THE YEAR 9 PROGRAM AT
MOUNT ERIN COLLEGE

Dear Year 2020student,
It is with a great deal of pride and pleasure that Mount EFZS
College formally offerthe Year ®rogram for 2020The Yeargﬁ
9 Program has been developed by a dedicated group of <

and is based on significant educational research and think g

The Year Program is designed to enhance the learni
outcomes of all students by ensuring that you are activ
engagedin your learning. The team has used extensi
research into current practice to provide a learni
environment for students that is engaging, productive and
supportive. The Year 9 Program consists of three parts: core subjects, the Year 9 Centre Prajram 4
electives.

The core coverthe curriculum areas oEnglish Maths, Science, Humanities and Physical Education. The
core elements of these subjects focus on the explicit skills that equip students with the technical knowledg
required for success in ¢hfuture.
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requirements are clearly documentett.is anticipated that the Year@entre Programwill assist you to make

a successful transition into theenior SchoolThe personalised nature of the program enables you to focus
on your skill development through a commitment to continuous improvement.

The Year 9 Elective Program provides a wide rangectivéd subjects that providepportunities to enhance
your skills, follow your passions, and explore areas for potential future career pathways.

Please read the following information carefully. It is importdwt you and your paremguardian/s work
together in planning @urses andchoosing electivedMembers of the College staff are always available to
answer guestions or to provide further information should it be required.

On behalf of all staff avlount Erin Collegd wish you
every success for the future!

KarenLee
PRINCIPAL
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Year 9 Program Structure

Research shows that students learn best when they are healthy, safe and happy. The establishment pf
positive relationships and an environment for students thaemgaging, productive and supportive will
contribute to improved student learning outcomes.

Competent learners begin to use more sophisticated cognitive strategies
than in earlier years. For instance, they are aware of, and capable of,
reflecting on the differences between mathematic, scientific, literary,
historical and artistic methods. They aflexible learners who apply a
number of approaches to understanding information in different methods.
They value opportunities to explore new ideas in depth, commonly in cooperation with their peers, in ar
environment where they are encouraged to takeslgctual risks.

At this stage, learning is enhanced by opportunities for students to participate in projects they believe to b
relevant and important to their lifestyle or career goals that occur over extended periods and are learne
directed. These pojects encourage deep thinking, a process that gives students an opportunity to apply
knowledge and skills flexibly, and to develop a meaningful sense of their application and purpose. To thipk
deeply, students need to relax and consider all of the releaagles from which an idea might be considered.
Students construct a thinking framework that follows a process from conception to application.
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As well as developing skills for increasingly sophisticated and specialised
learning, students require the dlsi to effectively participate in their
communities and workplacesStudents will have commenced learning
these skills previously but require a level of competence for them to
participate in projects where they may initiate and apply skills. These skills
include: basic fundamental skills (for example, literacy, numeracy,
technology); people skills (for example, communication, teaonk,

customer service); thinking skills (for example, organising, proisleiing, creating, planning); personal
attributes  NJ SEI YLX ST F¥2N) 2y SQ& 26y KSI| fsiekm)lbysiResd kil & A|O
and community sKs.

Choosing an Elective Program

Students should choose a balanced program by identifying their strengths and weaknesses, their areas of
interest and areas which might provide prerequisites for further studies (for example, students may wish tdg
choose one unit of a subjectdly might be planning for Year 10 or)1A typical year 9 fortnightly program
for a student not within an academyawld look like:

Subject Number of Classes Subject Number of Classes
English 8 Year 9 Centre 6
Maths 8 Humanities 5
ASPIRE 1 Science 5
PE 4 Elective 1 4
Health 1 Elective 2 4
Elective 3 4




ASPIRE Values and Year 9

Year 9 students are expected to display the key values of the College: Adaptability, Social Awareness,
Personal Best, Integrity, Responsibildapd ExcellenceThese can be displayed in many ways throughout
Year 9 both inside and outside of the classroom

Beyond the Classroom

At Mount Erin College we aim to ensure that the Year 9 experience is one in which the passions of studen
are an integral part of their learning. It is very important at this stage of life that students develop a clear
sense of conmunity by participating in opportunities provided for them inside and outside of the school.

MESEM

The Mount Erin Student Events Management (MESEM) provides
many opportunities for Year 9 students to show their leadership sl
and assist in the orgasation of many events across the college
including sporting activities, Mount Erin Idol, School Free Dress D

Student Leadership Opportunities

There are a large number of opportunities that present themselve:
throughout the year from competitions tpublic speaking such as th
Liors Youth of the Year awards.

Student Management

To provide a high level of support each Year 9 clded Isy a Home
Group Teacher who will also take the class for their Year 9 Progre
class. This builds a strongelationship between staff and students
and promotes wellbeing and connectedness to school.

Village Baxter

There are a number of fantastic opportunities that Year 9 students
have to participate with residents of Village Baxter. These
opportunities provide valuable relationship building opportunities f
both Village Baxter residents and Year 9 students. Thisisfahe
highlights of the year for many students.

First Aid
As a Year 9 Electiv&udents have an option of participating in
community based activities using their learnt First Aid skills.

City Week

Students learn a greater appreciation of twerld they live in by
participating in City WeekStudents travel to and from Melbourne
and increase their understanding of Melbourne and how it impact
on them.
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The Year 9 Centre
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outward-looking and expansive, connecting our students to the wider
world of knowledge, ideas and experiences that exists beyond our gates.
The Year 9 Centre is based on providing Personalised Inquiry Learning
which is student centred and negotiatedintolves students identifying

and resolving complex inquiry/s. The rigour is real as many of the tasks
are real. Motivation is increased as students have more coofrtheir

own learning. In 2026tudents have options to develop research

projects arounch dzZOK G KSYSa ¢k X Wa SIR 6 Sdzy §
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highlighting individual passions. A central part of the program is based
on interactions with the local community by providing mpts for

students to participate in community based activities that benefit both
the students and the community.

Explicit skill teaching is still a central part of the program to prepare them
for the rigour of the senior years of schooling. Research shbig style

of learning to be very successful both in Australia and internationally,
particularly for students at this age. It involves large blocks of time over
which the student has direct control of what they do and how they
choose to meet negotiateduticomes and time lines. Programs of this
nature typically show improved attendance, performance, engagement
and motivation by participating students.

In 202Q the Year 9 Centre will operate for 8essions per weekThe other 16 sessions are made up of
core studies inEnglish, Mathematics, Science, Physical Education and Humanities and tirei t
electives per semesterAll research Inquiryactivities or projectsthe student undertakeswill require
componentsof these core subjects to be completed

Year9 Elective Subjects Confirmation and Payment

All subjects have a resource levy attached to them. These levies are consideréda Sy G A I £ 9 Rdz
and are expected to be paid in full as a requiremergroolment at Mount Erin Collegasoutlined in the
DET Parent Payment Policy aeduested by theCollege Boarll t | & Y S y (i Esgefitial Ed0&itio
ltemsQ O Kik WA, $hes charges relate directly tmaterials every student uses in the course of their
day-to-day learning.The scbol relies on these payments to ensure we are able to fund the many
educational programs on offer.

Important to note:

1 Payments for all subjects must be madeHniday, 15th November 2019eady for Early
Commencement which begins in the last weelo¥ember. This will ensure your student is
confirmed in their allocated subjects.

f Ifyouare unabletopayyow9 & a Sy (Al f Hudgih fllllb2tye die idadeY@payment
plan must be arranged and the first payment commenced by this dEtés can barranged with
the Business Manager.

SEAL, ARTS, SPORTS ACADEMIES

Mount Erin College academibave produced specific informatiaelating to pathways and subject
selection for Acadmy students. This informatioinas been provideth a separate handout in the middle of
this book. Please do not hesitate to contact the leaders of each program for further assistance.
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CORE Subijects

The Core subjects @&nglish,Maths, Science, Humanities and
Health andPhysicalEducationare compulsory for all students in Year 9.

Core Subiject: The study of English is essential for students in developinc
. knowledge and skills needed for education, training and

Eng“Sh workplace. It helps create confident communicators, imagina

YearIyCost:$35 thinkers and informed citizens. It is through the study of Enc

that individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate v
and build relationships with others and with the world arou
them. It helps them become ethical, thoughtful, informed a
active members of society. It is with this in mind that the Mot
Erin Year 9 curriculum has been developed;anjunction with
the Mctorian @rriculum and the three interrelated strands «
Language, Literature and Literacy.
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understanding and skills in listening, reading, viewing, speal
writing andcreating Students at year 9 will build on the concep
skills and processes established in earlier years and will con
to develop these through tasks designed to extend students
personaised level. Students will be encouraged to challel
themselves through curriculum designed to prepare students
future pathways.

Skills and activities: Studentseate a range of imaginative.
informative and persuasiveypes of textsincluding narratives
oral presentations, discussions, literary analyses, media texts
digital and multimodal representations. For example, stude
will read and analyse current media issues and present i
through persuasive writing and oral responses. Additic
activities encourage students to explore varied textsfrom
novels, films, songs and poetgyand analyse them for themati
constructs, character development, narrative structure &
language and formspecific techniques. Students will have
opportunity to not only analyse literary works but to create the
Assessment: own across varied forms and for varied audiences.

In conjunction with the Language and Literacy programs of
Year 9 Inquiry Centre students in English will be encourage
extend these skills into broadetheme-based units with the
purpose of identifying and conveying meaning. Students wil
encouraged to appreciate, enjoy and use language to e\
feelings, convey information, form ideas, facilitate interacti
with others, entertain, persuade and argu

1 Varied writing tasks
1 Reading and text analysis
9 Oral presentations



http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=creating
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=create
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=types%20of%20texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=narrative

CORE Subijects

The Core subjects of English, Maths, Science, Humanities and
Health andPhysical Education are compulsory for all students in Year 9.

Core Subject:

Mathematics
YearlyCost:$35

Assessment:
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Pre andPost Tests

Problem Solving Tasks
Assignments

Projects

Common Assessment Tasks

Learning mathematics creates opportunities for and enriches the |
of all Australians. It develops the numeracy capabilities that
students need in their personal, work éuivic life, and provides th
fundamentals on which mathematical specialties and professit
applications of mathematics are built.

Mathematical ideas have evolved across all cultures over thous
of levels, and are constantly developing. Digitalhtemlogies are
facilitating this expansion of ideas and providing access to new '
for continuing mathematical exploration and invention. T
curriculum focuses on developing increasingly sophisticated
refined mathematical understanding, fluency, il reasoning,
analytical thought and problereolving skills. These capabiliti
enable students to respond to familiar and unfamiliar situations
employing mathematical strategies to make informed decisions
solve problems efficiently.

During Year Me, students will study the following content strands

T Number and Algebra
1 Measurement and Geometry
9 Statistics and Probability

The content of these strands is explored and developed using
following proficiencies:

Understanding
Fluency
Problem solving
Reasoning
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Following Year 9 Mathematics students can access either Ye.
Enhanced Mathematics or Year 10 General Mathematics. How:
only students who undertake Enhanced Maths at Year 10
continue to Maths Methods and Specialist Maths in VCE. Ye
students should be aware that they will need to be achieving at L
9.0 by the end of Year 9 to access Enhanced Maths and will ni
recommendation from their Year 9 teacher to do so.




CORE Subijects

The Core subjects of English, Maths, Science, Humanities and
Health andPhysical Education are compulsory for all students in Year 9.

Core Subject:

Science
YearlyCost:$35

o

Assessment:
I Topic Tests
1 Experimental Design
and Reports
1 Assignments

Science provides an empirical way of answering interesting
important questions about the biological, physical and technoloc
world. The knowledge it produces has proved to be a reliable basi
actionin our personal, social and economic lives. Science is a dyn
collaborative and creative human endeavour arising from our desir
make sense of our world through exploring the unknown, investiga
universal mysteries, making predictions and s@vimoblems. Scienc
aims to understand a large number of observations in terms of a n
smaller number of broad principles. Science knowledge is contes
and is revised, refined and extended as new evidence arises.

In Year Nine students will study thfollowing concepts:
Reaction Rates

Body Ceordination

Electricity

Ecosystems

Plate Tectonics

Materials Chemistry

Heat, Light and Sound
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The Victorian Curriculum

The Victorian Science curriculyprovides opportunities for students t
develop an understanding of important scientific concepts a
processes, the practices used to develop scientific knowledge,
contribution of science to our culture and society, and its applicatior
our lives. The curriculum supports students to develop thergific
knowledge, understandings and skills to make informed decisions &
local, national and global issues and to participate, if they so wis
sciencerelated careers.




CORE Subijects

The Core subjects of English, Maths, Science, Humanities and
Health andPhysical Education are compulsory for all students in Year 9.

Core Subject:

Humanities
Yearly Cost$25

Assessment:
1 Research Reports
1 Analysis Skills
1 Major Research
Presentations
1 Essay

Students will study these units in depth:

1. History
Industrial  Revolution,
WWI, Between the wars
2. Geography
Biomes, Melbourne
3. Business and Economic:
Trade, Be Real Game
4. Civics and Citizenship
Indigenous rights, Governmen

The Year 9 curriculum provides a study of the history of the ma
of the modern world from 1750 to 1918. It was a period
industrialisation and rapid change in the ways people lived, wol
and thought. It was an era ofationalismandimperiaism, and the
colonisation of Australia was part of the expansion of Europ
power. The period culminated in World War | 19%i4pmy = (0 K
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with a particular focus on Biomes and Humgeography in the
development of Melbourne. Students will consider how and v
Melbourne developed as well as the factors that have led it to
considered one of the most liveable cities in the world.

The content provides opportunities to develop historic
understanding through key concepts including evidence
continuity and change causeand effect, perspectivesempathy;
significance and contestability These concepts may be
investigated within a particular historical context to facilitate
understanding of the past and to provide a focus for histor
AYljdzA NASao ! FNI YSg2N] storcd
knowledge, understanding and skills is provided by inquiry quest
through the use andhterpretation of saurces.
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and how it enables change. Students examine the ways pol
parties, interest groups, media and individuals influence governn
and decisiormaking processes. They investigdlte features and
LINAYOALX S& 2F ! dzaONF Al Qa 0O2d
interpreting Australian law. Students also study the purpose and v
of the High Court. They investigate the values and practices
enable a democratic societg be sustained.

Students consider how the Australian economy is performing anc
importance of its interactions and relationships with the Asia rec
and the global economy in achieving growth and prosperity. °
includes the significance of tradingelationships in supporting
prosperous outcomes for the economy and the business se
Students continue to develop their consumer and financial liter
knowledge and skills by identifying sources of finance for consun
businesses and the governmeand explaining the role of financi
institutions in their interactions with consumers, businesses and
government. They investigate the different strategies for manag
financial risks and maximising rewards across an -elianging
financial landscape
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CORE Subijects

The Core subjects of English, Maths, Science, Humanities and
Health andPhysical Education are compulsory for all students in Year 9.

Core Subject:

Physical Educatior

YearlyCost:$50
(includes $40 Flexibook)

Assessment:
All assessment for Physical
Education is based during
practical sessions including:
9 ability to participate in
moderate to vigorous
physical activity.

T ability to identify
strategies to improve
their skill development
and game performance

Studentswill be involved in a wide range of activities relating to 1
Victorian CurriculumThese include: Human Movement, in which th
plan and implement ways of improving their own physical performa
and technique during sporting activities, and Biogl Activity in the
Community, in which they undertake a range of activities outsid
school to extend their knowledge and learning experiences.
program involves Community Recreation Activities and a Surf Lifes
Aquatic program.

Physical Edutian is part of a sequential 10 program. It is offered a
a specific subject in Year 9 and in an integrated format in Yea
Physical Education in Year 9 is a purely practical subject conduc
and out of the school environment.

Skills and Actities: Throughout the year students will be provided wi
the opportunity to evaluate performances of themselves and oth
whilst undertaking various complex, sequenced movement patte
Students will participate in a range of sporting activities in antlof
the College with all classes being provided with opportunity to furt
their knowledge and Physical Education experiences via participati
a range of practical activities conducted off campus at local spo
venues. Through involvement in agties such as Golf, Recreatior
Football, Futsal, Yoga/Pilates, Netball, Ultimate Frisbee and Eurc
Handball students will also be provided with opportunities to anal
and develop their understanding of group tactics and skills, as we
developtheir umpiring and coaching skills.
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City Week

Cost $60
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experience of working within the City of Melbourne: tl
development of their group and individual working skills anc
gain knowledge and confidence in negotiating the City.

The City offers imnmsions into multiculturalism. Theiniversity,

legal and parliamentary precincts are readily accessible.
world of work provides living examples of those whose persc
qualities and skills have enabled them to find worthwhile ¢
stimulating employment The City is alive with evidence

creative and expressive artists, sports heroes, talented wri
and entertainers.

Students will use inquiry based learning to develop a m.
showcase event to be presented to parents that will reflect tr
learningfrom this experience.

G, SN bAYS /AGe 2SS ¢la |
plenty of places that were important to Melbourne, including
the Eureka Sky Deck/Tower, The Big Issue Classroom, Old
Melbourne Gaol and went on the Urban Scrawl Street Art
Tourd €

In our free time we were to researchextain aspect of
Melbourne. My friend Y R L OK2 &S a! NOK
and visited many interesting places, including the Hotel
Windsor, Regent Theatre, Princess Theatre and Federati
Square. City Week, overall, was fun and educational. | lea
plenty about how much Melbourne has clged and grown to
keep up with modern expectations. If there was the choice
woulddefinitelygo on City Week and | recommend it to futul

. SIENI bAYySaHé

12




Elective Subjects

Algorithms and Programming
SemesterCost: $35

This elective introduces the foundational concepts of compu
programming, which unlocks the ability to make rich, interactive a
Students use JavaScript as the programming language, and App Lab
programming environment to build apps, but the concef#arned in
these lessons span all programming languages and tools.

Building and Construction for &jinners
SemesterCost:$30

Students working through the design process to investigate, de
produce, analysend evaluate models constructed by the student. T
subject will provide an introduction to anyone wanting to prepa
themselves for the building and construction VET course (Certificate 2
give them the basic skills and knowledge for various woades such a
carpentry and cabinet making.

Coaching for Advanced Performance
SemesterCost:$10

This elective will be catered towards students with a keen intereg
furthering their development in physical education. This unit will cg
things such as tactics in games, strategies, player maintenance,
recovery strategies for optimal performance. Students will look at
utilise a range of technologies used in the elite level of sports pl
management and technique and performance analyStadents will gef
the opportunity to evaluate their own performances, using differe
methods such as video reviews, to improve their success during a
setting.

Design and Technology
SemesterCost:$90

Students will be introduced to the design process using a range of diff
types of materials to produce well designed and finished products. ]
will be required to create, make and evaluate their own products
constructing a series of models througlt the semester.

The associated theory tasks involve students investigating the s
requirements, tools and equipment required to successfully make proj
of their choice.This also includes construction techniques and proper
of various types oimaterials relevant to their selected project$his
subject is preparation for further studies in woodwork and VCE Dsg
Technology (Wood) and provides students with an introduction to ¢
that would be required in the various wood trades, such apesatry,
cabinet making, building and construction, etc.
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