
1 
 

 Mount Erin College 

Robinsons Road,  
Frankston South VIC 3199 

P: (03) 5971 6000  
E: mount.erin.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Student Attendance Hotline: (03) 5971 6098 

 

Principal’s Report 

Mount Erin College is a great school and every day I am 

presented with evidence that demonstrates this. 
 

Indonesian Visitors 

Last week we had a group visit from Indonesia which included 

a Professor and staff from the Indonesian University of 

Education, along with delegates from the Indonesian Embassy, 

who came to observe how literacy was taught in Australian 

schools. They were also very interested in how Indonesian is 

taught in Australian classrooms. They observed classes, spoke 

to students and teachers and left the school full of praise for 

the work they had witnessed over the day. Well done! 
 

On the language front, we have also been incredibly fortunate 

to welcome Ms Dian Fera Pratiwi Sultan as a guest teacher to 

Mount Erin College. Fera will be with us until December this 

year. She is working with students from Year 7-12 to build their 

speaking skills. What a great opportunity for our school to 

promote the Indonesian language and build an understanding 

of different cultures within our school. 
 

Sporting Success! 

On the sporting field we have some absolutely amazing 

success stories. I congratulate everyone on their great efforts! 

- Miles H – Year 11, has been selected as a member of 

the Victorian State team for Baseball. 

- Justin D – Year 9, has made it into the Australian Team 

for in-line ice hockey and is in Canada training and 

competing at this time.  

- Finn J – Year 8, off to the UK to play cricket for the 

Mornington Peninsula Cricket Association. 

- 52 students represented Mount Erin at the Divisional 

Athletics Event at Ballam Park. 6 students placed 1st 

in their event and will be going on to Regional’s next 

term. Many Mount Erin College participants achieved 

2nd and 3rd in this competition. Results shown in the 

Sport section of this Newsletter.  
 

Wakakirri 

Our great Arts Academy students in Year 8 have been 

amazingly successful at the Wakakirri – Story and Dance 

competition. Our group swept the pool winning all sections of 

the recent regional competition. On Tuesday 11th September 

they competed in the Victorian Competition at the Palais in St 

Kilda. They were against the best regional winners from across 

the State. The winner of the National competition will be 

chosen from this competition and announced shortly after. 

This is an amazing achievement in our first entry into this 

competition. Congratulations to the students and to Miss 

Smith and Miss Lewis for their amazing efforts and hard work!! 
 

Congratulations 

College Captain, Jordan D. who 

received a Certificate of 

Commendation acknowledging 

his nomination and submission 

for the 2018 Roy Ward 

Leadership Prize. The selection 

panel determined that Jordan’s 

submission was of a very high 

standard and deserved to be 

recognised. The certificate was 

presented to Jordan at our 

recent whole school assembly. 

Well done! 

Debating 

Our debating teams have been doing so well this year, beating 

students from a wide range of government and private schools 

in their ability to build a strong and clear argument on many 

varied issues. These students have worked hard to prepare for 

these competitions and are building their skills as great orators 

– people who are able to think on their feet, organise their 

thinking and speak confidently on almost any topic. A huge 

thank you to Miss Harvey who has been such a great support 

to the teams. 
 

Mount Erin Idol / Staff Karaoke 

Last week Mount Erin Idol was the highpoint of the school 

lunch time calendar. This event is one of the highlights of the 

school year. All those hidden talents come to the stage. This 

even includes some amazing staff performances. With a 50c 

donation, hundreds of students have had a seat at the 

performances. Our judges will choose the best act from this 

year’s idol and the winner will be announced this week.  
 

ROSE Project 

The ROSE project, developed by a small group of senior 

students, will see the redesign of the courtyard with work to 

begin shortly on the construction of gabion walls. The aim is to 

revitalise the environment of the central courtyard area for 

students at the College. We have submitted an application to 
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Hillview Quarries, hoping that we are able to get the rock fill 

donated for the project and are awaiting a response from the 

Board. It’s really exciting that students have taken control of 

this project and will be the ones that bring it to life. 
 

City Week – Year 9 

I have received a great deal of feedback from members of the 

community about students involved in City Week at Year 9. I 

know this has been a great experience for our Year 9s and 

there has been a great deal of learning about many facets of 

our city, from sporting and arts hubs, to the world of theatre, 

the law, the multicultural food and fashion centres, 

architecture, history and more. Well done to the students on 

their work and to the many teachers who participated in the 

project over the week.  
 

Year 9 City Week Small Business Expo 

Thursday 20th September, 2018 

5pm - Year 9 Centre 
 

Work Experience – Year 10 

Our Year 10s have also had the opportunity to experience the 

real world – the world of work, with their recent week of Work 

Placements. For the majority of students it has been an 

exciting and at times eye-opening experience. Feedback from 

employers has been overwhelmingly positive. Students have 

worked in legal offices, with electricians and plumbers, 

builders and hairdressers, in schools and hospitals, with 

physiotherapists and architects. I want to thank the many staff 

who made visits to the work places over the course of the 

week. I know the students really appreciated that. Some great 

stories. Well done to the students for making the most of this 

fantastic opportunity. 
 

VCE Learning Experiences 

Our senior VCE students have been involved in a wide range of 

learning experiences, from Sovereign Hill to take a close up 

look at our history, to the Law Courts in the City to really 

understand how the legal system works. There have been 

lectures regarding the Vietnam war, AFL training sessions, First 

Aid training and White Card Training for our Building and 

Construction students. As term three draws to a close, our 

Year 12 VCE students will be getting down to the serious part 

of their studies this year – revision and preparation for their 

upcoming final exams. Thank you to the many staff who are 

running revision sessions over the holidays to support students 

to do their very best. There are a number of lectures being held 

outside of the school that students also have access to and I 

encourage them to make the most of these two weeks to 

review, revise and practice. 
 

VCAL Students 

Our VCAL students are now running a thriving coffee shop, 

keeping staff and senior students going with delicious chai’s 

and lattes. They have even run the coffee café at the recent 

production, serving the many guests. Students involved have 

undertaken Barista training as part of their project and are 

certainly doing a great job. Other students from the VCAL 

Program are involved in significant environmental projects 

around the school. New gardens are being developed, rotary 

hoes are in action and soil is being improved ready for planting 

over the next few weeks. Congratulations to all the students 

involved. 
 

Grade 5 Immersion Days  

Over the past few weeks we have had some really successful 

Immersion Days for Grade 5 students to take a look at Year 7 

and sample what our programs are like. I want to thank the 

many students who have volunteered to assist staff on these 

days. They are great ambassadors for our school. With over 

150 students involved, there is great interest in the programs 

on offer at the College. Thank you to Mr Bowers for his work 

with the primary schools and to the staff who have been 

involved in developing such exciting and challenging programs. 
 

VCAL Footy Day 

Thanks to all the VCAL students who put on a fantastic Footy 

Day this year. It was great to have so many Grade 6 students 

from St Augustine’s PS next door come to the school and work 

with the older students, on their footy skills. I know they 

enjoyed the BBQ that was put on, as did the rest of the school 

when the lunchtime match was played. The school was a sea 

of colour as fans from all clubs came together for a fun day. 

$1000 was collected through gold coin donations and this will 

go to support Headspace and youth mental health. 

Congratulations to Miss McKinlay, Mr Bowers and all the staff 

involved in a great day. 
 

Student/Parent Teacher Interviews 

I attended the recent Student/Parent Teacher Interviews and 

was so pleased to hear the many great conversations that took 

place about student learning. It is really important that 

students take on the feedback that has been given and look at 

what they can do to continue to grow and improve in their 

studies. Over the course of the year, teachers will be asking for 

feedback from their classes to help them to refine their 

practices and improve the way they assist students to learn.  
 

Program Feedback – Year 9/10 

Year 9 and 10 students have given their feedback on the 

programs offered at each year level. Student voice is really 

important to us. I appreciate that they have taken this request 

seriously and have provided thoughtful, considered and 

constructive feedback. We want to continually review what we 

do and work to improve what we offer. Student opinion 

counts. We are listening and have made changes for 2019 

based on what we have been told. Learning is our priority. We 

want to improve what we do. 
 

Learning is our priority. That’s our focus – helping every 

student to grow, improve and be successful. We are 

committed to recognising students who are ready to learn and 

students who demonstrate our school ASPIRE values. Many 

students will have already received a postcard from your 

teachers congratulating you on your efforts. Well done! 
 

Mount Erin is definitely a great school. 
Karen Lee 

Principal 
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Important College Dates 

14th Sep (Fri) – Medieval Day (Year 8) 

15th Sep (Fri) – Central Australia Tour 
20th Sep (Th) – City Week Small Business Expo (Year 9) 

21st Sep (Fri) – Last day Term 3 – 2:30pm finish 

Term 4 

8th Oct (Mon)     – First Day Term 4 

15th Oct (Mon)  – Music Concert 

18th Oct (Th)  – Senior Art Expo 

23rd Oct (Tu)  – Year 12 Valedictory Dinner 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deaf Education Centre (DEC) 

We have had a busy last few weeks of term in the DEC. Here 

are a few photos from Year 9 City Week, Year 10 Work 

Experience and Deaf Sports Day (DSD). See you all next term. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Mount Erin 

Espresso 

Keep Cups 

$10 

Available for 

purchase at the 

Front Office 

 

Brooke, Jasmine and 

Charlotte with Trade 

Block Café owner.  

Tradeblock Café is a 

Deaf café located at 

Victorian College of 

the Deaf. 

Emma enjoyed 

her time at 

Neerim Lodge in 

Caulfield. Emma 

is aspiring to be 

a veterinarian. 

Rathmony spent the week at the St 

Kilda Football club. 

 

Connor was giving Jordan some 

pointers in golf at DSD. 

Cleo had a great time at the 

DSD hula hoop activities. 

Kenny won the greatest 

number of hoops spinning 

for the longest time!  
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SENIOR  SCHOOL  NEWS 

It is that time of the year when our senior students are 

preparing for the end of the year, and exams and final 

assessments are looming.  It’s important that students plan 

how the lead-up to exams is going to look, what they will study 

and when. 

 

One example is to set study periods at 30–50 minutes, 

followed by a 15-minute break. At the weekend, this cycle can 

be repeated two to four times through the afternoon and 

evening.   Parents can support their child by helping them to 

prepare a study timetable, and encourage them to display it 

prominently as a reminder.  

 

Reassure students that a certain amount of procrastination is 

normal, but encourage them not to let it overtake their plan. 

 

SOME PRACTICAL STUDY TIPS 

 Students should have a clean, organised area to study in.  

 Use a music playlist or mobile phone to time study 

periods. 

 Switch phone to flight mode (or turn it off). Use it only 

during scheduled breaks. 

 Write study notes by hand, rather than type them. 

(Research shows that this assists learning.)  

 Record study notes, then replay them frequently. 

 Stick study notes up around the house. 

 

Practise completing past exams. (Your teachers will be happy 

to make time to review students’ completed exams and to 

provide constructive feedback. Encourage your child to revise 

and re-learn things they’ve already studied. This will help the 

information to sink in.) 

 

ENCOURAGE A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE 

 We encourage parents to support their child during this 

stressful time by providing regular, healthy meals. The 

brain needs glucose to function effectively. Load up on 

complex carbohydrates for breakfast, and especially prior 

to exams. 

 It is important for parents to talk to their child about going 

easy on the substances. Caffeine, coffee, NoDoz®, energy 

drinks, etc. as these are actually a short-term fix, and will 

probably make them feel much worse and cause under-

performance later. 

 Students should set aside 30 minutes a day for exercise, 

even if it’s just going for a walk. 

 Students need to ensure that they get enough sleep so 

that they can concentrate the next day. 

 It is important that students’ study plan includes breaks 

and days off. Balance is key!!! 

Remember that we are here to support you. 
 

Mrs Worrall and the Senior Sub School Leaders 

 
 

Year 12  

Valedictory Dinner 

As the final period of the Year 12 classes draw near, the 

students are very busy at school, completing SACs, revising and 

enhancing their understanding of the concepts and principles 

introduced across all of their subjects.  We are very pleased to 

announce: 

Valedictory Dinner 

Tuesday 23rd October, 2018 

The New Peninsula Centre  
(370 Craigie Road, Mount Martha) 

 
This is a formal event where students are presented with 

certificates that recognise their efforts and completion of 

VCE/VCAL.   

 

Further details of the dinner and other dates associated with 

the end of year have been distributed to students and are also 

available on Compass. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Michael Caspar - Year 12 Well-being Leader
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ADMINISTRATION  NEWS 

Payment of College Fees 

If you have not paid your College Essential Education items for 

2018, please contact the Administration Office to discuss 

payment options.  With planning well underway for 2019, it is 

imperative that your account is paid in full (or a regular 

payment plan being made) to enable us to complete the 

student subject selections for next year. 

 

Payment of the ‘Essential Education Items’ charge is vital.  

These charges relate directly to materials every student uses 

in the course of their day-to-day learning.  The school relies on 

these payments to ensure we are able to fund the many 

educational programs on offer.  

 

Parent Payments - FAQs 

The Department's new Parent Payment Policy brings a 

stronger focus to transparency and family hardship, as well as 

outlining the expectations of implementation and 

communication with parents. The following frequently asked 

questions provide further details about the types of payments 

schools can request from families.  

 

I thought public education was free. Why have I been asked 

to pay?  Schools are funded to deliver a quality education 

based on the standard curriculum. Schools receive additional 

government funds based on the needs of the students or 

location. Parent payments are a valuable contribution to 

enhancing and enriching the educational experience. These 

payments allow schools to offer enhanced programs and 

opportunities which their school communities expect them to 

offer.  Schools decide on the learning program they offer based 

on the needs and aspirations of the school community. 

 

Some parents believe that public education is free. What is 

free in government schools?  Victorian legislation clearly 

states that instruction in the standard curriculum program 

must be provided free of charge to all students in Victorian 

government schools.  This 'free instruction' is the teaching 

staff, administration and the provision of facilities in 

connection with instruction of the standard curriculum 

program, including reasonable adjustments for students with 

disabilities. 

 

Why can schools set their own payments?  The Act allows 

school councils to set their own payments in accordance with 

Department of Education and Training policy.  Schools serve 

different communities with different needs and expectations 

for the curriculum and are able to request payments to cover 

costs for their learning programs. 

 

Why am I being asked to pay for different things to parents 

in other schools?  Every school is different and each school has 

the ability to set its own priorities. Therefore, it is common for 

schools to request different payments from parents because 

they offer different programs, go on different excursions and 

have different needs at school. For example, some might want 

to start a student gardening program and others a 

photography program. 

 

Schools make parent payment contribution decisions in good 

faith and in the best interests of their students. They aim to 

keep costs to a minimum so that they are reasonable and 

affordable to most parents at the school. In setting their fees, 

each school ensures that parents understand the links 

between the school's learning programs and the payments 

being requested. 

 

What can schools request parents to pay for?  You can be 

asked to pay for Essential Student Learning Items that the 

school deems essential to student learning in the standard 

curriculum including: 

 items which students take temporary or permanent 

possession of, including text books, student stationery 

and school uniforms (where applicable)  

 materials for learning and teaching where students 

construct, consume or take possession of the finished 

articles (for example, home economics, ceramics, 

photography, materials for build-your-own-kits)  

 activities that all students are expected to attend (for 

example, transport and entrance costs). 

 

How are the essential education items purchased? Schools 

will offer to purchase these items on behalf of parents, 

although parents have the option of purchasing equivalent 

materials from other sources.  If you choose to provide 

equivalent materials, this should be done in consultation with 

the school, and should meet the specifications provided by the 

school. Some items, for example food provisions for home 

economics, may only be provided by the school. 

 

Payment Plans for College Fees 

If you are unable to pay your College fees in full, we are more 

than happy to discuss the option of a payment plan.  By doing 

this, it means you can make regular payments (weekly, 

fortnightly or monthly) at a cost that is affordable to you.   It is 

advisable that you sign up to a payment plan early in the year 

so that your payments can be paid over a longer period of time 

and therefore making them more affordable to you.  By signing 

up later in the year, your payment plan will of course be higher 

than it needs to be.   

 

We have two options available: 

1. Centrepay: If you receive family allowance or pension 

payments from Centrelink every fortnight, you can elect to 

have an amount deducted from your payment.  This 

payment will come to us automatically every fortnight.  

There are no fees involved for you. 
 



6 
 

2. Debit/Credit Card:  We will deduct the agreed amount 

through our EFTPOS facilities here at the College.  All you 

need to do is provide your Credit Card number, Expiry Date 

and complete the Authority Form and we will do the rest. 

 

If you would like to commence a payment plan, please feel free 

to call the College and speak with Erin Gray in our 

Administration Office, who can discuss the various options 

with you.  PH:  5971 6055. 

 

*    *    *    * 

YEAR 12 VALEDICTORY DINNER 

Tickets on sale now through Try Booking 

https://www.trybooking.com/YBHY 
 

All students and family members are invited to attend the 

Valedictory presentations, however a requirement of students 

to attend the Valedictory dinner/entertainment is that all 

College fees for 2018 must be paid in full or a regular payment 

plan be in place.  This is clearly stated in the College ‘Parent 

Payments Policy 2018’ which is available at the Administration 

office upon request.  

 

Excerpt from Parent Payment Policy 2018, as stated by the 

College Board: 

“NON CURRICULUM RELATED ACTIVITIES: Participation in 

non-curriculum related activities, not limited to but including 

activities such as Formals, Debutante  Balls, Valedictory Dinner  

and various extra-curricular camps and excursions may be 

restricted if a participating student’s “Essential Education 

Items” and Elective charges have not been paid in full.” 
 

*    *    *    * 
 

Careers News for VCE Students 

School Access Monash are running revision lectures at 

Peninsula Campus: Monash University on October 20 and 21, 

2018. Mount Erin students can be subsidised for the entire 

cost of the lectures. Students are encouraged to register their 

interest by signing their name of the Registration Sheet in the 

Senior School. 
 

If there is a clash of revision lectures; Monash can provide 

another venue at another time. Subjects not listed at Peninsula 

may still be offered at other locations too. (For example: 

Monash Clayton Campus - Visual Communication - Thursday, 

October 18 - 6.30-9PM). 

 

The Peninsula Times and Dates are: 
CHEMISTRY REVISION LECTURE 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 20 

PENINSULA: MONASH UNIVERSITY - 8.45-11.30AM 

 

PSYCHOLOGY REVISION LECTURE 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 20 

PENINSULA: MONASH UNIVERSITY - 9.00-11.45AM 
 

ENGLISH REVISION LECTURE 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 20 

PENINSULA: MONASH UNIVERSITY - 12.15-2.45PM 
 

FURTHER MATHS REVISION LECTURE 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 20 

PENINSULA: MONASH UNIVERSITY - 3.15-6.00PM 
 

PHYSICS REVISION LECTURE 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 20 

PENINSULA: MONASH UNIVERSITY - 3.15-6.00PM 
 

HEALTH REVISION LECTURE 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 21 

PENINSULA: MONASH UNIVERSITY - 8.45-11.15AM 
 

MATH METHODS REVISION LECTURE 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 21 

PENINSULA: MONASH UNIVERSITY - 9.00-11.30AM 
 

BIOLOGY REVISION LECTURE 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 21 

PENINSULA: MONASH UNIVERSITY- 12.00-2.45PM 
 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT REVISION LECTURE 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 21 

PENINSULA: MONASH UNIVERSITY - 12.15-2.45PM 
 

LEGAL STUDIES REVISION LECTURE 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 21 

PENINSULA: MONASH UNIVERSITY - 3.15-5.45PM 
 

PE REVISION LECTURE 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 21 

PENINSULA: MONASH UNIVERSITY - 3.15-5.45PM 

 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/YBHY
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Staff Profile 

Jodie Van Gameren 

Art & Visual Communication Teacher 

 

Describe your current role at Mount 

Erin College. I teach year 8 Art & 

Design, Year 9 Visual Communication, 

Year 10 General Art and Year 12 Visual 

Communication.  

What is your background in education?  

I trained to be a teacher later in my life 

and already had a 10 year career in the 

Recruitment Industry. Mount Erin gave 

me the opportunity to work here, as a brand new graduate and 

I have been fortunate enough to work in several fantastic areas 

in the school.    

Which things do you enjoy most about working at Mount Erin 

College? I love working with the enthusiastic staff and students 

at Mount Erin. I particularly enjoy working with my amazing 

Year 12 Visual Communication students! 

Tell us about your hobbies or passion outside of school.  

I have been an avid horse rider for the majority of my life. I also 

have a partner that runs a farm and have been on a steep 

learning curve looking after sheep - including adopting an 

orphan lamb which my son called Frieda! 

Do you have a message you would like to share with the school 

community? 

‘The more that you read, the more things you will know. The 

more that you learn, the more places you'll go’. Dr Seuss 

 

 

 
 

Brainteaser 

Can you work out the next letter in this sequence? 

H, T, Q, F, S, S, E, N … 

 

Hint: There are numbers lurking behind those letters. And 

as it grows, this sequence is shrinking! 
Answer Page: 10 

 

Newsletter 

# 10 – scheduled for Week 3, Term 4 
 

 

 

Divisional Athletics 

Well done to the 52 students who represented the College on 

Monday 3rd September at the Divisional Athletics Event at 

Ballam Park. Everyone put in a great effort with a special 

congratulations to the following students who placed first in 

their event and will be going on to Regionals next term: 
 

Josh Y - 1500m & 800m 

Shaylah C S - Shot Put 

James W - Hurdles 

Mason W - Shot Put 

Eddy N - 800m 

Jackson H - 400m 

 

Arthurs Seat Challenge 

Mount Erin College has entered a team in this event. If you 

would like to be a part of the action and join fellow Mount Erin 

College participants, you can register here: 

https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=30

909&G=66510 

 

Please see Mr Baker if you have any questions.  

https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=30909&G=66510
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=30909&G=66510
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On 5th September, we had our annual Year 5 Immersion Day for AEP (Sports Academy Program). This day consists of Mount Erin 
College AEP students conducting coaching lessons and familiarising themselves with potential students. The students who attended 
from all over were well behaved, positive and extremely talented in their chosen sport! Our AEP students were fantastic role models, 
displayed great leadership and strived to achieve the best results out of the Year 5 students. Students who helped out with either 
little or big jobs, we are proud and thankful for your help on the day!  

Special thanks to all AEP staff, especially Mr Clutton for creating and showcasing such a great day. 

 

On 20th August, Grade 5 students visited Mount Erin College to complete a SEAL Academic Challenge Day. Students 

challenged themselves to complete science activities based around robotics, as well as Maths-based problem-solving 

tasks. The group finished their day off by participating in literacy and writing sessions before hearing about some of the 

experiences of current SEAL students. Students loved the opportunity to experience secondary school for the day, 

challenge themselves academically and meet some new friends from different schools! 

Grade 5 Immersion days 
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An "Altered Book" is a form of mixed media artwork 

that changes a book from its original form into a 

different form, altering its appearance and/or 

meaning. This term the Year 8 Arts Academy students 

tried their hand at "Altering Books". The books they 

worked with were salvaged from being thrown out. 

The aim of the project was to look through the book 

they chose and try to imagine aspects of the original 

item in a new sculptural way.  

Altered Books 

Year 8 
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40 Hour Famine  

BACKPACK CHALLENGE 

This year the 40 Hour Famine was a challenge where we had 

to ‘live in the shoes’ of a refugee for 40 hours. We were 

allowed to complete the challenge as a family, with a group of 

friends or even by ourselves. The weekend began at 8pm on 

Friday 17th August and finished on Sunday at 12pm. So, on 

Friday, we packed our backpacks with the essential items to 

survive the weekend and we also packed one sentimental item 

to take with us on the challenges. 

 

I decided to spend the weekend with friends and family, so we 

set up a home base for the weekend where some of us 

completed the various challenges inside and some decided to 

camp outside. There were various competitions released over 

the 40 hours and we chose ones that were influenced by young 

refugees from all around the world. One of the most exciting 

challenges towards the end of the weekend was when we 

were asked to pretend to cross an imaginary river and because 

our shoes were ‘supposedly’ too wet to wear, we actually had 

to take our real shoes off for the remaining 5 hours.  

 

Overall, I really enjoyed 

participating this year and it 

actually made me think more 

about the experiences some 

refugees go through, 

particularly the long journeys 

many of them suffer. I now 

realise how very, very lucky we 

are. Also, a big thanks to my 

many supportive friends and 

family who helped me $574.00. 

Trinity C. Year 9 

 

Mount Erin College raised a total of  

$1607.00 

 

 

 

Brainteaser Answer 

The sequence is the first letter in the sequence of fractions: 

Half, third, quarter, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth…The 

next fraction is a tenth, so the next letter is T. 

 

2018 Graeme Clark 

Oration and Dinner 

I had the pleasure of spending an evening with Mrs Worrall, 

Mr Baker and six students (Sena F, Olivia B, Thomas H, Kasey K 

& Noah M) at the 2018 Graeme Clark Oration & Dinner held at 

the Melbourne Convention Centre way back on the 4th of July. 

Special thanks to Ms Dwyer for organising our invitations. I 

must say we turned a few heads in our splendid formal wear.  

 

The talk by Professor 

Paula T Hammond (David 

H. Koch Chair, Prof of 

engineering and Head of 

the Department of 

Chemical Engineering, 

MIT) gave us a very 

interesting insight into 

cutting edge Nano-

medicine and how it will 

benefit health care into 

the future. 

 

Speaking of the future, 

during our three course 

dinner we had the pleasure of listening to some next 

generation scientists who were part of the Graeme Clark 

Oration Youth Ambassador Program. One of those being 

Mount Erin’s own Sena F. He spoke to the crowd of 200 guests 

about his enjoyment of being involved in the program and how 

he has been inspired by the Science Community. 

 
Olivia, Kasey, Thomas and Noah got to talk to Scientists, learn 

about their pathways into their chosen fields as well as 

discussing their current scientific research. I think the students 

came away with an overwhelming sense that they can be a 

part of the exciting and rewarding field of science in the not 

too distant future.  

 

At the end of the night we all got to meet, have our photo 

taken, with the legend, Professor Graeme Clark, the inventor 

of the Cochlear implant. His vision brought the magic of 

hearing to thousands of people who would otherwise live in a 

world of silence. 

 

You can read more about Professor Hammond and Sena’s 

experience in the Ambassador program at 

http://www.graemeclarkoration.org.au/the-oration.html 

There will be more photos in the 2019 College magazine, until 

then … ‘Stay Curious and Go Science!’ 

 

Mr Agg 

Co-Science Domain Leader

http://www.graemeclarkoration.org.au/the-oration.html
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SCIENCE NEWS 

Year 10 Genetics - Proud Parents of Veggie Babies

Our Year 10 students got to make their own babies this week in Science as part of a practical on Genetic Inheritance to demonstrate 

dominant and recessive traits. They had to randomly select alleles for four different traits; Sex, Arms, Feet and Eyes to create a 

new genotype. Once the new genotype was created students had to decipher the genetic code to determine what their baby 

would look like (Phenotype).  Vegetable babies are born either male (potato) or female (onion) and depending on the 

characteristics they could have long or short celery arms, sultanas or peas for eyes and carrots or parsnips for feet! Then it was 

down to making the Vegetable Babies. We had many proud parents in science during this class. Cute little darlings! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a happy snap of the 

expecting parents. 
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Bee Keeper Manksy 

The Year 7s have been investigating how all the energy we get 

from food starts from the sun, and is as a result of the hard 

work plants undertake by photosynthesis. Resultantly, they've 

come to understand how delicate our food webs are and how 

important each organism is in our ecosystem. Students in 7G 

have taken a particular interest in how important bees are in 

maintaining our plant-life to keep our ecosystems in balance. 

 
 

Mr Manks was kind enough to offer his services as ‘Bee-Keeper 

Manksy’ and teach us all about the hard work these insects do 

when we're not around! We learnt that they pollinate plants 

within a 1km radius - so we never quite know what flavour 

honey they'll make! 

Luckily for us, he even 

brought in some honey 

for us to taste that his 

little bees made in his 

farm! The Year 7s were 

elated, and I'm so 

grateful to have had him 

as a guest speaker in 

class! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wear It Purple Day 

On Friday 31st August, Mount Erin College celebrated ‘Wear it 

Purple Day’. Students and staff were encouraged to wear 

purple on the day to show that they support and celebrate 

LGBTI young people. The Diversity Group also ran a purple 

themed cupcake stall and we had some talented Mount Erin 

musicians providing live music. ‘Wear it Purple Day’ embraces 

and celebrates sex, sexuality and gender diversity. We believe 

that respect and acceptance are vital in developing a 

harmonious, equitable, accepting and supportive society.  

 

Through our choice to celebrate ‘Wear it Purple Day’ in 2018, 

we are taking a step to move forward as a fair and inclusive 

community in our environment and wider society. ‘Wear it 

Purple Day’ encourages all people to explore diversity, 

promote respect for one another and a sense of belonging. 
 

 
 

3 key ideas underpinned  

Wear it Purple Day in 2018! 

 Understanding difference leads to respect and 

acceptance. 

 Respect and acceptance help to build a harmonious and 

supportive world, where every person can be proud of 

who they are. 

 Projects or events run by young people in schools, by 

employees in workplaces, or individuals in their 

environments are an effective way to encourage and 

support mutual respect between people from different 

backgrounds or with different understandings, to create 

safer and more supportive environments for rainbow 

young people. 
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20
th

 – 24
th

 August, 2018 

What a great week this was.  Our Year 10 students went out into the world to gain experience in a field of work they are 

interested in.  The feedback from both students and the workplace has been extremely positive.  The work experience 

placements are a great way to learn about possible career pathways, and let the world out there know about the great students 

we have here at Mount Erin College who will soon be ready to tackle the world … and workplaces. 

 

http://mterin.vic.edu.au/wp-content/themes/mount-erin/images/logo.png
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Don’t forget to check our notice board for other opportunities and vacancies 

Year 9 students – now is a great time to start 

thinking about where you would like to do your work 

experience placement next year – we can even start 

the arrangements now if you know of a workplace 

that you can attend. We had such a varied mix in the 

types of work placements attended this year. 

Football was popular – both Soccer and AFL 

 

 

 

 

 

Careers at Gravity Zone 
Gravity Zone is always on the lookout for awesome 

team members who enjoy working in a “customer 

experience” based industry. If you think you have what 

it takes, please submit your resume with a cover letter 

to contact@gravity-zone.com.au 

mailto:contact@gravity-zone.com.au
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Building and 

Construction 2018 

Students who are undertaking the Building and Construction 

course in 2018 are building their very own cubby houses. They 

are learning about wall framing, roof construction, sub floors 

and many other skills that will be used in the trade. Each 

student will take home their cubby house to keep for 

themselves. This recently completed space is a fantastic area 

for the students to learn and build in and have their work kept 

secure. 

 
 

Ethan D. is one of the course participants and also finished top 

3 in Australia for VETiS Building and Construction last year in 

the World Skills Competition.  

 

Ethan said “Building the cubby has helped me understand the 

difficulties involved in the industry and I’ve also loved working 

outside in a simulated building environment.”  

 

 

Kade H. also said “I’ve thoroughly enjoyed VET and enjoyed 

building the cubby house. It gave me a chance to work outside 

the classroom and has really helped with my problem solving.”  
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Letter RE: Bus Travel 
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Mid-August means one thing for the Year 9s - City Week.  Students spent the week completing research and visiting major 

tourist attractions, including tours of the Old Melbourne Gaol and Eureka Skydeck.  They also visited the Big Issue Classroom, 

where they learnt about homelessness and listened to stories from people who had spent time living on the streets of 

Melbourne.  Their research was focussed on investigating whether their proposal for small business would succeed in the 

Melbourne CBD.   

 

As part of the week, students had the chance to enter the ‘City Week Photography Competition’.  The entries were 

sensational, winners will be announced at the City Week Small Business Exhibition on the 20th September.  

Minnie 9A 

 Riley 9F 

Jaimee 9F 

Brock 9F 

Minnie 9A 
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Adriel 9A 

Chloe 9G 

 Hussein 9E 

Connor 9E 

Trinity 9D 


