Mount Erin College
Newsletter

Robinsons Road,
Frankston South VIC 3199
# 2 – 23rd Mar 2018
P: (03) 5971 6000
E: mount.erin.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
Student Attendance Hotline: (03) 5971 6098

Principal’s Report
How quickly Term One has flown as we head into the final
week before the break. As always it has been a very eventful
term with many wonderful achievements and experiences
for our students.

Term One has seen some great work undertaken in the
central courtyard, with the Shade Sails installed, just in time
for some very hot days. As the workers were doing the final
checks, students had moved in to enjoy the shade. It is quite
a stunning installation. A purpose built and designed sail – it
looks great.

One of the big talking points has been the Production for
2017 – High School Musical. Auditions have been
completed, cast and crew have been chosen and rehearsals
are well underway. Congratulations to all those students
involved including singers and musicians who will all play a
role in ensuring it’s a fantastic production.
Swimming Sports were held at the Pines Pool and there
were some outstanding performances on the day with more
than 40 students going through to the District competition
last week. While we had some great times and personal
bests, only one student managed to get through the very
fierce competition and go through to the zone competition.
Congratulations to all those students who did so well.
The College Athletics Day this week was full of promise with
all houses trying to out-do each other in their team colours.
The staff have been very busy getting the colour coded
costumes ready and ensured they contributed to the
excitement and atmosphere on the day. As always, Ballam
Park provides great opportunities for the wide range of
athletic events undertaken on the day. I am very proud to
see so many students really get involved and strive for their
personal best results.

The long awaited rocks
donated to the school by
Hillview Quarry arrived and
after a long day of bobcat,
crowbar and shovel work, are
now in place around the school.
They provide great seating and
really add to the plantings and
work undertaken over the past
18 months by students. Thank
you to the parents and the staff
who assisted on the day.
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We are seeking donations from our school community to
continue the redevelopment of the outdoor environment at
the school. Lisa Amalfi-Chiera, one of our Parent Connect
members, has established an environmental group to assist
in making the student plans a reality. Students really want to
establish some great outdoor spaces that are inviting and
student friendly. Lisa is approaching local businesses seeking
donations of materials or expertise. If you are able to help
with this, please call the office.
Term One has seen a number of our highly able students of
Mathematics involved in an on-line program offered to
Mount Erin Students through The John Monash School of
Science. This is a really prestigious program and the students
have been provided with great opportunities to extend their
skills and interests and link in with students and teachers
from other schools.
On-Demand testing has been completed for all students in
Years 7-10 and will provide some base line data for teachers
about student performance. This will be one set of data used
and students will be re-tested later in the year to monitor
their progress and development.
Over the past two weeks we have had a series of Immersion
Days for students wanting to sample some of our Year 7
programs. The interest has been really positive with very
high numbers of students participating from a wide range of
primary schools. It’s a great way for them to experience
secondary school and sample some of the programs on offer
at the College. Well done to all the staff and student leaders
involved.

have any suggestions for how we might improve it further,
please don’t hesitate to contact the College. We have also
launched our Mount Erin Facebook page to push out
information to our families regarding important events and
announcements. We know that this is a powerful
communication tool and is used by many members of the
community. We hope you are finding it informative and
useful.
Plans for our gymnasium renovation are still being
negotiated with the Department of Infrastructure. I am
hopeful that the State Government will support our plan to
create a sporting facility that benefits our students and the
wider community. I will update you as this progresses.
Finally I would like to congratulate the new members of the
College Board and thank them for their willingness to be
involved in such a key body. The Board oversees the strategic
direction of the College and it is really vital we have strong
representation from our parent and student body.
Parent representatives for 2018:
Michael Cullen (Freya Yr 7)
Vanessa Fox (Abbey Yr 7)
Darryl Sutcliffe (Marisa Yr 10, Jacinta Yr 8)
Jenny Ballard (Georgia Yr 7, Olivia Yr 9, Tom Yr 11)
Lisa Amalfi-Cheira (Tegan Yr 9, Amber Yr 7)
Co-opted Community Members:
Katrina Macdonald – Monash University
Lorraine Holt/ Kate Nelson – Village Baxter
Melissa Jones – Peninsula Health

We had a very positive visit to Kingsley Park Primary School
where past students went with Mr Bowers to speak to
current Grade 5 & 6 students and their parents. They did a
great job as ambassadors for the College and I congratulate
each one of them.

DET representatives:
Karen Lee
Heather Worrall
Michael Caspar
Lisa Pizzol

Last Friday evening, I had the pleasure of officiating with Paul
Edbrooke, our local Member for Frankston in the Victorian
Parliament, at the Presentation Ball for our Year 11
students. It was a great evening and families and friends
were there to see the students perform the dance routines
they have been learning since the start of the year. The
couples looked sensational and their dancing was quite
exceptional. It really reinforces what can be done when you
practice, take on board feedback for improvement and
commit to mastering new skills. The students were all very
proud of themselves, as were their parents, families and
friends. Well done to Ms Leah Olsen, the Year 11 Wellbeing
Leader who has ensured all aspects of the Presentation Ball
were so well organised.

Student representatives: (Yr 12 College Captains)
Jordan D
Alice Y
Shannae B
Jayden H
Student-Parent Teacher interviews are to be held next
week. Please ensure you have looked at the Data Snapshot
and Learning Task Feedback for your son/daughter and book
in to speak directly with their teachers. This is a vital part of
the Learning Partnership between school and home, with us
working together to ensure students are maximising their
learning.
I hope you all have a wonderful break.

You will have seen that Mount Erin College has a new
updated website. We hope you find it easier to move around
and that it has all the information you are looking for. If you

Karen Lee
Principal
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Student-Parent and
Teacher Interviews
Student-Parent and Teacher Interviews for Semester
One 2018, will be held in C-Block and Design Art
Technology and Science (DATS) building on Tuesday
27th March from 1.00pm until 7.30pm. Even though it
is a student free day, they are encouraged to be
present for the interviews.
Booking for the interviews will be available via
Compass from Friday 16th March and closes at 10am on
Monday 26th March.
For more information please see the news feed on
Compass.

Important College Dates
Mar 27th (Tues) – Student-Parent Teacher Interviews
(No scheduled classes)

Mar 29th (Thurs) – Last Day Term 1.
Apr 16th (Mon) – First Day Term 2.
Apr 24th (Tues) – Yr 7 Our First Term Night – 5:30pm
Apr 25th (Wed) – ANZAC Day (Public Holiday)

Year 7 Our First Term Night
We would like to invite all Year 7 students and their families
along to Our First Term Night. This evening is a celebration
of the Year 7 commencement at Mount Erin College. The
evening will include presentations and speeches by students,
as well as photos and work from their first term at secondary
school. The evening will also include ASPIRE Award
presentations, attendance awards, Reading Plus awards, and
some celebrations of sporting achievements.
While this is not a mandatory evening for students, it is one
in which we like to share with our parents the celebration of
our first term and to award a number of certificates. Our aim
is that students are able to spend some time reflecting on
their experiences at school so far, and celebrate their
accomplishments and work completed.

Year 7 Our First Term Night
When: Tuesday, April 24th 2018
Time: 5:30 PM – 6:30pm
Where: College Auditorium

Deaf Education Centre (DEC)
Term 1 is nearly over and it has been a great start to
the year.
It is with sadness that we say goodbye to Coordinator
Geoff Rowling as he joins the Visiting Teacher team in
the North West Region. Geoff has shared his vast
knowledge of deaf education with us and has been a
vital part of our team here at the College. He always
puts our students’ access to learning as his first priority
and ensures that they have the best learning
environment to suit all of their needs. We want to say
a big thank you to Geoff and wish him all the best for
his new Visiting Teacher role.
Mrs Lynnette Rosenberg, who joined us as a Teacher of
the Deaf at the beginning of term, and already made a
huge contribution will take over the role of
Coordinator, for the Deaf Education Centre.
The Athletics Day on Tuesday 20th March was a
wonderful fully inclusive event. It was great to see
many of our students getting involved and have a
fantastic day. We had competitors in track and field
events with some stand out performances such as
Jasmine in the U/16 400m race – 1st place and Aleshia
U/13 Relay with her team coming 1st. Cleo was fantastic
at Discus and Kenny was a wiz on the track. Rath was
leaping bounds at the High Jump with a 1st place
winning jump of 170cm. The house team colours and
costumes all looked fantastic and the weather stayed
kind. Well done everyone!
Our individual school photos are out now and I must
say we all look fabulous. We are still waiting for our
Deaf Education group photo to be available, hopefully
by the next newsletter.
We hope you have a happy and safe Easter break. See
you on Monday April 16th.
Important Dates:
Tuesday March 27th
– Student-Parent Teacher
Interviews.
Thursday March 29th – Last Day Term 1.
Monday April 16th – First Day Term 2.
DEC Staff - Geoff, Lynnette, Sarah and Kathryn.

3

4

Homework Club forms are available from the General Office
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Year 7 camp this year was a fantastic experience, with a fun-filled three days at Phillip Island. Beginning with visits to the Penguin Visitor
Centre for our educational penguin talks, and then Amaze-N-Things; there were plenty of activities for everyone to make friends and get
to know one another. Mr Zwiersen was even impressed that almost all surfers managed to stand up on their boards!
Our first night included a beach night-walk, and a funky disco with some very interesting dance moves – thanks to DJ Crano! After a day
of activities such as bowling, the giant swing and the flying fox, we were lucky enough to see an abundance of fluffy penguins, the most
we’ve ever seen!
The Year 7 Staff would to congratulate the Year 7 students for such a great camp experience this year. Well done, and all the best for the
year ahead! Miss Bray and Miss Lockhart.

“My favourite
thing was the
disco because
I made new
friends and
got to dance
till 11pm”
– Eliza 7A

“I learnt about
what the penguins
did and how they
adapt to their
environments”
– Cain 7E
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Maths Help!
‘Like’ us at our new MOUNT ERIN COLLEGE
Facebook page.
Keep up to date with all of the activities and
information that is happening within our school.

Staff Profile
Kyeran Clutton

Maths Help! will run for students in Years 7 - 10 every
Monday at lunchtime in the DATS building outside IT1.
Teachers will be on hand to help you catch up, help you with
homework or answer any questions you may be having
trouble with. All welcome.
Ms Farrell

Sports Academy Director / Health and PE Teacher
Describe your current role at Mount
Erin College. Directing the Sports
Academy (AEP) Athlete Enhancement
Program. Encouraging those students
involved to be better versions of
themselves.
What is your background in education?
Graduating back when email was just
invented I’ve been in education for over twenty years. I was
lucky enough to teach PE and coach sport in several
countries including the UK, Italy & Dubai.
Which things do you enjoy most about working at Mount
Erin College? Often I get to see the students in a different
light outside the classroom. I enjoy seeing our young men
and women excel at their chosen sport. When asked to help
coach or mentor younger students they excel and frequently
surprise themselves.
What has been your highlight so far this year? Often I get to
see the students in a different light outside the classroom. I
enjoy seeing our young men and women excel at their
chosen sport. When asked to help coach or mentor younger
students, they excel and frequently surprise themselves.
Tell us about your hobbies or passion outside of school.
Born in Wales I am a die-hard Rugby Union fan, I have also
been known to cheer on Liverpool FC.
Do you have a message you would like to share with the
school community? Technology is great but in moderation.
Encourage the young people of today to switch off and opt
into the real world. Life is what happens when you’re busy
looking at your smart phone.

Newsletter
Term 2 - # 3
Scheduled for Week 2.

Food Technology

On 13th March, students had a multicultural experience by
visiting a Thai restaurant where they enjoyed culinary
delights from Thailand. This links directly to the curriculum
where they learn all about many international cuisines as
part of their Year 9 elective Food Around the World.

Music
There are some places available if you would like to learn a
Woodwind instrument. Please see Mrs Whelan for more
information.
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(Mount Erin Student Events Management)

FREE DRESS DAY for
WORLD'S GREATEST SHAVE
THURSDAY 22nd March
Dress in BLUE and ORANGE, the colours of the LEUKAEMIA
FOUNDATION, and give a GOLD COIN DONATION!
MESEM held this year’s World’s Greatest Shave – ‘Shave in
the Shade’ – under the new blue shade-sail in the courtyard
on Thursday 22nd March at lunch time.
The actual day began with a gold coin donation collected in
form groups. The colours for the day were BLUE and
ORANGE – the key colours of the Leukaemia Foundation.
There was also be a sausage sizzle available ($1) some home
baking booths and hair spray and styling available.
Both staff and students supported this amazing day by way
of volunteering for shaving, beard banishing, cutting pony
tails and/or trimming top knots. This is a fantastic cause
which has gained terrific support in the past.
There was a fantastic turn out on the day. Photos and a
write-up will be in the next Newsletter.
Thanks, Ms Thomson

Careers News
Inside Monash Seminars – VCE students
Monash University offers a series of evening course
information sessions for VCE students from April to
September.
 If you have a specific degree course in mind, you will
get more from these sessions than going to the
general open day.
 Register now as some sessions book out early:
https://www.monash.edu/inside-monash
 Mount Erin is a SAM school – Schools Access
Monash, so our students are given extra
consideration for entry to Monash University.
The April sessions are from 6.30-8.00pm on:
 Thursday 19th - Design – Caulfield campus
 Thursday19th – Law – Clayton campus
 Monday 23rd - Fine Art – Caulfield campus

Tues 24th - Biomedical Science and MD (Medicine)
– Clayton campus
Tues 24th - Media Communication – Caulfield
campus
Thurs 26th – Architecture – Caulfield campus
Thurs 26th – Business – Clayton campus
Thurs 26th – Science – Clayton campus

UMAT Exam for Medicine entry 2019 – Year 12 students
If you are in year 12 VCE and plan to apply for Medical
degrees at Monash University, or interstate, you will need to
apply for the UMAT (Medical and Health Science Admissions
Test) exam by 1st June 2018.
The exam is held only once per year on 25th July. Registration
requires photo ID. The cost is $260 ($160 concession)
To register and pay, go to the link: https://umat.acer.edu.au/
ADF GAP Year applications are now open – Year 12 students
Are you in Year 12 and interested in the Australian Defence
Force? Consider applying for a Gap year program.
Applications are open now and close when places in each
area are filled. https://www.defencejobs.gov.au/studentsand-education/gap-year
There are 14 different roles available including Air Defence
Operator, Cabin Crew, Aviation Support Technician, Combat
Engineer, Driver.
A Day at Melbourne University
Date: Friday 6 April (during the holidays)
Time: 9.00am - 3.30pm (registration opens at 8.30am)
Location: Melbourne School of Design, The University of
Melbourne, Parkville Campus
This event offers students in Years 10 – 12 and their families
the opportunity to gain a more detailed understanding of the
study options, enrichment activities and career outcomes
afforded by the Melbourne Model. Students will be able to
find out more about the Melbourne Curriculum,
scholarships, study abroad, Access Melbourne, clubs and
societies, accommodation options and much more.
Nursing & Health Expo
The Australian College of Nursing is holding a Nursing and
Health Careers Expo at the Melbourne Convention Centre on
Saturday 28th April (8.30am to 1.30pm). Universities and
TAFEs offering Nursing training will be there, as well as
representatives from all major Hospital networks.
How to apply for a Tax File Number
If you are looking for a job and are aged 15 years, you will
need a tax file number. Apply on-line by going to the Mount
Erin Careers website: www.mounterincareers.com then
navigate to Tax File numbers on the ‘Important Info’ tab.
Take your receipt with proof of identity documents to your
local post office. Your application will be processed and sent
off to the Tax Office. You will then receive your Tax File
Number (TFN) in the post.
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These pastel drawings are the result of the first step in the
project. Students will now go onto to create an Australian
landscape using what they have learned from Van Gogh's
practice and apply these skills to their own composition.

Year 7 Arts Academy

Van Gogh Landscape Project

The first unit of Year 7 Arts Academy students this year
focused on the landscapes of Van Gogh. Tasks include: a
research project, a copy of one of his paintings and an
"Australian" Van Gogh landscape.

Through this copying process the students became astutely
aware of Van Gogh's complex compositions, specific colour
combinations and unique form of mark making. The hope is
that when viewing his actual work during our visit to the
show, this exercise will give students a greater appreciation
of his truly unique vision.
For centuries artists have made copies of great masters'
work in order to learn about composition, colour mixing and
mark making. In the process of copying the hand, eye and
mental visual awareness work together to form a concrete
learning experience. Once the process is complete, the
student then possesses the ability to transfer these skills into
their own work.
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Year 11 and Year 12 VCE Art
The Year 11 and Year 12 VCE Art students for 2018 are off to an amazing start. During the VCE years, art students work in a Visual
Journal experimenting with concepts, materials and techniques. These investigations lead the students to a final art work for each
of the four units. Here are some examples of the creative cover pages for their Visual Journals.
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Cycling
Congratulations to Kobi M. 10B who won the Victorian Junior
Athlete of the Year (Female) award for Cycling Victoria.
Kobi was also invited to the Junior Track National
Championships on Monday 19th - Fri 23rd Feb. where she
won gold in the team pursuit event. Fantastic work Kobi.

Cross Country 2018

Baxter Primary School
Centenary
Thank you for Baxter Primary School for inviting us to
participate in your centenary celebrations. We had a
wonderful time running the old style races and games with
children from our local community. We would like to thank
the following students for attending and helping out on the
day: Charlotte O. Brock, S, Eliza F, Kaitlin F, and Jackson C.
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Built in 1976 the central court yard at Mount Erin College is
now in desperate need of new seating. An ambitious group
of students have asked to transform the area and they
presented their idea to the College Board during 2017. The
College Board, Principal Team and Parent Connect are
helping the students by creating the Environmental Group.
The aim of the Environmental Group is for parents to support
students in turning their ideas into finished projects, across
all year levels.
My name is Lisa Amalfi-Chiera, I’m a member of Parent
Connect and a representative on the College Board. I have
volunteered to be your parent contact person for the
Environmental Group. In the background I have been
working with key staff members, contacting organisations
for donations, looking for and applying for grants that will
assist students with their central courtyard makeover. Our
long term goal is to become an environmentally friendly and
sustainable school.
Currently the Environmental Group’s major focus is finding
donations to improve the outdoor seating in the central
court yard and in other areas on school grounds, for students
to enjoy during their school day.
For more information please contact me via:
Mobile Phone: 0413442556
Email: l.amalfi.chiera@gmail.com
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/MountErinCollege
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Name: Jackson L
Form: 11A
Role: Ryan Evans
Why did you want to be a part
of ‘High School Musical’?
I wanted to be a part of this
production because, I thought
it would be an amazing
opportunity to experience something out of my comfort
zone. I also had friends that were a part of the school
production last year and had a great time which lead me
to trying out for this year's production.

‘High School Musical’ has been off to a great start. Our
first rehearsal got the entire cast together for a whole
show read-through. The energy and excitement in the
room was incredible, and was a fantastic preview for
what is to come.
After breaking the ice with some games, the cast has
been working incredibly hard in all rehearsals. The first
time learning a scene, and blocking movements can be a
little tedious, but everyone has embraced the process
and, as a result, we are making excellent progress. I look
forward to every rehearsal and getting to see what our
amazing cast is capable of.
Melissa Andrews, Production coordinator.

Highlight so far?
My highlight so far is going to the rehearsals.

Name: Caitlin M
Form: 8C
Role: Brainiac
Why did you want to be a part
of ‘High School Musical’?
Because ‘High School Musical’
is one of my favourite movies,
and last year ‘Grease’ was so
fun. I also like performing, and
doing a school musical is fun
and builds your skills.

The last couple of weeks the cast of this year’s “High
School Musical” have been working really hard. We have
been learning songs like “Start of Something New” and
“Get’cha Head in The Game”, and this past week have
learnt the dance for “Start of Something New”. Miss
Doyle has been working with the leads and the pit
singers for the leading and supporting part of the songs,
Highlight so far?
Seeing how we are going to do each scene and having and has been adding in different parts for the melodies.
Miss Andrews has been working with the supporting
fun with my friends.
roles, pit singers and members of the chorus to block the
scenes and dances on stage. Although there is still a lot
of work to be done everyone has made incredible
progress so far and we are all very excited for the shows.
Francesca N, 8C

14

