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Principal’s Report
I would like to commend our school community for their
strong finish of Semester One. Despite the myriad of
situations and responsibilities that our leadership and staff
work through each day, we have maintained a steady focus
on ‘the best interests of our students’ and the goals of our
Strategic Plan. Our Senior Regional Advisor, Dennis Pratt
and Denise Ramus, Assistant Regional Director attended
our staff meeting to assure staff that the Department
provides their full support to the leadership team of the
College and they recognised the fantastic work that is being
done by all staff. We appreciate their support and
encouragement during a time when the media have
reported on historical events that did not and do not reflect
who we are as a College.
To quote from the letter from Katrina MacDonald, College
Board President, “Anyone can make anonymous
allegations. This does not make them true.”
The staff at Mount Erin College are extremely disappointed
about the negative articles in the press. They did a great
disservice to our students who continually excel in so many
areas. The articles were also grossly unfair to our highly
dedicated staff who work incredibly hard to give students
every opportunity to achieve their potential.
We are proud of our College!
The support from our local community and our parent
body has been amazing and is a great reminder that Mount
Erin is a thriving and successful school with a fabulous
student body and professional, hardworking staff
members who continually strive to improve.
The College is pleased with the very high number of Year 7
enrolments for 2017.
Our Year 12 students have completed their GAT and I
would like to take this opportunity to encourage them to
be mindful of distractions, set clear goals and to keep what

is important in focus. “Deciding what not to do is as
important as deciding what to do” - Steve Jobs. This term
break is the half way point and the data snapshot was
made available online this week. I encourage all parents to
read through these with their child, acknowledge the
achievements that have been made and discuss goals for
improvement. I encourage our students to take the time to
consider: Is what I am doing getting me closer to my goals?
Am I headed in a direction that helps me to fulfil my
commitments? Am I maintaining a correct balance of
priorities and a steady focus on what is important?
With the move to continuous feedback to students and
parents, it is important for parents to open the Learning
Tasks section on Compass and read the feedback provided
throughout the semester enabling you to be better
informed of the growth in learning that your child is
achieving. Our aim with this model is to ensure that you
receive regular information and can contact their teachers
if you have concerns before the end of a unit of work. We
will be undertaking a survey during next term to seek
feedback from parents as to whether this new model is
achieving its aims.
There has been terrific support for our MESEM team who
have raised money this term for State Schools Relief, our
sister school and the orphanage in Pumeteran, Headspace,
as well as numerous other charities. I am proud that our
students and staff are keen to make a difference in the lives
of others.
This week Mount Erin entered several teams in both Year
7 and Year 8 interschool sport, completing in the following
sports; Netball, Football and Soccer. Our year 7 girls netball
team played exceptionally well, winning all of their games
and the overall day winning the Southern Metropolitan
flag. Our Year 8 girls netball ‘B’ team also had an excellent
day winning all of their games bar one, giving them second
place in their division. All teams played well, showed great
sportsmanship and thoroughly enjoyed the day. On
Thursday 23rd, 8 students represented the college in the
Southern Metro Regional cross country, which was held at

1

Ballam Park. All students ran extremely well considering
the poor weather conditions. We had 2 students
successfully make it to the State Finals with Luke S. placing
6th in the U/14 boys 300m and Jenna C. also placing 6 th in
the U/16 girls 300m. Well done Luke and Jenna!
Mount Erin College, through the strong leadership team
and dedicated staff, continues to provide varied teaching
and learning approaches for our students, as a result from
our connections with the wider community. On Monday
20th June, a group of students accompanied by Mr Collins
and Steve and Vic Walker from the Baxter Village attended
Frank Fest held at Cube 37 in Frankston to help mark World
Elder Abuse Awareness Day. A film featuring the College’s
Year 9 Winter Walkers program was shown at a festival
and highlighted the positive relationships formed by our
students with residents of Village Baxter. It was certainly a
“feelgood” contribution to the day’s program and our entry
won the award! Many thanks to Mr McCafferty for putting
the film together and to Mrs Pudney for her tireless efforts
in making Winter Walkers work! Thanks also to the Year 9
students who featured in the film. You’re stars!
Our Senior School team ensured that the exams for Year
10, 11 and 12 students ran smoothly. I was very pleased
with our student’s approach to the exams. On Monday,
13th June we started Semester Two classes and students
received their new timetables. Our Timetabler Peter
Kaighin has done a great job ensuring our timetable was
ready to go. The team has now commenced the extensive
process of course counselling for 2017 as students plan for
their future pathways.

Coordinator, Jodie Van Gameren did a wonderful job
organising these assemblies.
On Wednesday afternoon we were visited by Peta Murphy,
Labor Candidate for Dunkley and Labor's Communications
Spokesperson Jason Clare. They were very impressed by
the students and staff that they met and the way in which
Mount Erin integrates technology into how all students
learn, whether it is in core subjects such as Maths and
English or Design, or in specialist support for the deaf and
hearing impaired.

Photos: Peta Murphy, Labor Candidate for Dunkley and
Labor's Communications Spokesperson Jason Clare with
SEAL students (above) and Deaf Education Students
(below).

This last week of term has been exceptionally busy but also
one of great celebration. Our Year 9 ASPIRE awards / City
Week information night was held on Tuesday night. I
would like to congratulate Carolyn Scott and the Year 9
team for an outstanding presentation evening. The power
point capturing the year to date prepared by Jackie Lewis
was an exceptional way to commence the evening and
both the ASPIRE awards and the awards for their Passion
Projects left students so very proud of their achievements.
A huge thank you to Ryan E. for managing the lighting,
projection and sound.
Also on Tuesday night the VCAL expo was held which was
a fabulous celebration of work completed in Semester One.
Congratulations to Mrs Sherlock and the VCAL team for
their leadership and dedication to ensuring students
achieve great results. The Year 11s have also been
presented with their ASPIRE awards during the week and
demonstrated the commitment to the ASPIRE values held
by our wider community as well as being modelled by our
students who are clearly adaptable, socially aware, strive
for their personal best whilst acting with integrity and
responsibility to ensure that they continually achieve
excellence in all aspects of their lives. Our Year 11

Wednesday night Tess K, Zoe B, Gabby W and Georgia E
organised and hosted the "Frame of Mind" event. “Frame
of Mind” is a fundraiser event at Mount Erin College to
celebrate not only Mount Erin's art orientated students but
also mental health awareness! The night included a range
of performers, from singers, and dancers to musicians, as
well as a collection of artwork all promoting mental health
awareness. All money raised will be donated to Headspace
(National) and the Sweet Water Creek Reserve. This was an
outstanding event and special thanks goes to Mrs Lee, Mrs
Sherlock, Mrs Pudney and Mr McCafferty for their support
for the students organising this event. Well done girls!
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Thursday night saw the Year 7 and 8 Arts Academy
students put on their Showcase for Semester One. This
was an outstanding event with dance, singing, short
comedy skits and art work that highlighted these very
talented young people. Special thanks to Christina Adams
and Cameron Young for their support, inspiration and hard
work to ensure that this event was a great success.
There were large numbers of staff at all of these events
which students really appreciated and is a clear indication
of the dedication and care that our staff demonstrate for
the students of the College.
In Term 3, our focus will be preparation for 2017 and
further course counselling/subject selection will occur for
the Year 8 and 9 students in the first few weeks of the term.
We will welcome back Mrs Lee and Mrs Smalley from their
much deserved Long Service Leave and welcome to the
College Simone King (Indonesian Teacher and ex-student)
and Matthew Baker (Health and PE Teacher).
Finally I wish everyone a wonderful midyear break.
Mrs Heather Worrall— Acting Principal

(Mount Erin Student Events Management)

Free Dress Day
th

Worlds Shortest Garage Sale
Students, staff and our friends from Baxter Village enjoying
the “Worlds Shortest Garage Sale”. Thanks to Ms Linz and
MESEM students for all your hard work in making this a big
success. There is already talk of the next one.

Monday 20 June we had a free dress day. We raised
$518 for our charities in Bali. Thanks to everyone who
participated.

Deaf Education Centre (DEC) News
Here we are, on the home stretch to holidays. It has been
another excellent term.
We have invited primary school students from across the
South East that have a hearing loss to visit us, to see all that
we can offer and we hope to welcome them next term.
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Over the past 8 weeks,
our students in Year 7
and 8, have been
raising money for the
Deafness Foundation
Victoria by selling
butterfly badges. To
date, we are pleased to
say, that we have raised almost $250 and we still have a
few more weeks to go. It’s a great effort so far by the
students and staff and many thanks to everyone who has
bought them.
On Friday, Connor (Year7),
set up a stall at the MESEM
‘Garage Sale’ at school to
sell badges and delicious
chocolate balls that he
made. It’s really great to see
our students get so involved
in the school community.
During term 3, we are
looking forward to having
two Student Teachers of the
Deaf come for training and the opportunity of working with
our students. They join us from Melbourne University and
will be with us for 3 weeks each (at different times).
Laura from Australian Hearing has continued to visit the
school monthly, providing an invaluable service. Her visits
have included conducting hearing tests, taking mould
impressions, checking ear canals and answering questions.
Have a happy and safe holiday, relax, re-energise and enjoy
the time with your family and friends. See you next term.
Important Dates:
June 24th – Last Day of term
July 11th – First Day Term 3
July 19th – Australian Hearing Visit
DEC Staff.

Staff Profile

Wayne Agg
Describe your current role at Mount Erin
College. I have several roles in the
College. I teach in the Science
Department and also in the Year 9 centre.
Obviously Science is my passion and being
involved in the Year 9 centre is where I
put myself outside my comfort zone. I like the challenge
that both these areas provide me. I share the Head of

Science role with Ms Dwyer – it has been great working
with the science team setting up the new Science area. I
am also the Occupational Health and Safety representative
at the College. I get to work closely with the Principal team
to help provide a safe working environment for all staff and
students. I find it is very challenging but also very
rewarding.
What is your background in education? I attended Red Hill
Consolidated Primary School and then I headed off to the
big smoke – Hastings High/Westernport College. I
completed Year 12 in 1987. I then set out on my journey to
become a teacher. I completed a Science Degree with
Honours in Animal Physiology at La Trobe University,
Bundoora. I had hoped to work in Marine Biology for some
time before getting into teaching. The job prospects in
Marine Biology, I discovered, were pretty low. So I headed
back to University to complete a Bachelor of Education at
Monash University, Clayton. My first teaching position was
at Noble Park and I started at Mount Erin midway through
2007.
Which things do you enjoy most about working at Mount
Erin College? I cannot narrow it to one thing. The staff are
great to work with, very supportive and always willing to
help each other out. They put in that extra effort to
organise events for students and are always willing to give
up their time to provide extra assistance when students
need it. It would not be a College, obviously, without the
students, they are amazing. Always willing to have a go at
new challenges, help each other through the tough times
but I also see them having fun along the way. I am also very
excited about teaching in the new Science rooms and
settling into the new Year 9 centre. Can’t wait for City
Week!
What has been your highlight so far this year? I think the
highlight so far this year would have to be the Passion
Project night with the Year 9 students. It is such a big build
up for all involved and then to see the student’s displays
and hear them talk so proudly about their achievements –
that was special.
Tell us about your hobbies or passion outside of school.
Outside of school I spend a lot of time with my wife and
two kids. The kids are into sport (basketball and cricket so
far). I enjoy time down the beach over summer, but I’m just
as happy heading up to the Murray to catch up with family.
I enjoy watching sports, mainly AFL (Go Cats) and Cricket.
Do you have a message you would like to share with the
school community? I am a big fan of Nelson Mandela, the
work he did for the people of South Africa (and around the
world I suppose) is very inspiring. I have a favourite quote
from his Autobiography, ‘Long Walk to Freedom.’
“It is what we make out of what we have, not what we are
given, that separates one person from another”
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a world where so many people are caught up in wars and
conflict.”

Year 8 and 9 SEAL Leadership Day
As the SEAL Coordinator here at Mount Erin, I could not be
more proud of our Year 8 and Year 9 SEAL students
following their involvement in our annual SEAL Leadership
day on Friday 10th June.
Students were invited to participate in a model United
Nations program, where they explored a variety of options
that can motivate them to become great leaders and global
citizens. This was an extremely challenging and
competitive program, where students were encouraged to
negotiate, problem solve, effectively communicate, and
explicitly analyse their individual leadership styles in order
to work together for the greater good of the world.
“I learnt the importance of having an open mind before
making a decision.”

We’d like to thank Grant and Jon at High Resolves for their
motivating program. A massive congratulations to 8A and
9A for their contribution and for inspiring each other (and
your teachers!) to do great things. I look forward to seeing
each of you put some of your leadership ideas into your
schooling over the coming years.
Miss Bray.

Arts Academy News
Jack M. from Arts Academy (Year 7) has recently done
extremely well in the State Finals for Aerobics. Jack won a
Bronze medal (Duo at State Finals), Gold medal (State
auditions), Gold medal (solo, State Finals), Gold medal
(FISAF Duo) and Gold medal (FISAF solo). Jack is now
heading to Nationals in Brisbane in August with the goal of
qualifying for Worlds in Vienna later this year. Jack trains at
Action Sport Aerobics. Well done, Jack!

“I gained a lot from this. I
learnt that I can be a leader
without being the most
important. If you don't step
up for change, then no
change will happen.”
“I realised how easy it is to
make a mark on others, and
the effect it can have.”

Intense
negotiations begin
with one aim:
reducing carbon
emissions in the
world

“It is always better to contribute and unite as one, rather
than always just doing what's best for yourself and having
a bad impact on
other people. You
achieve more as a
team compared to
working just by
yourself. I think
that's what we
need right now, in
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Year 10 - Paying It Forward Project

Enchanted Maze Excursion

Mount Erin has a history of young people that stand up and
make a difference. Events like ‘4 kids by kids’ ‘RSPCA
Cupcake Day’, ‘Footy Day for the Reach Foundation’ and it
goes on and on. Year 10 Students worked on a ‘Paying it
Forward Project’ where they did between one and three
good deeds for others without asking for anything in
return. Instead the recipient should be instructed to pay it
forward to someone else in need. Students raised funds for
their charities by having stands at the ‘Worlds Shortest
Garage Sale.’
Miss Barrett

Last Thursday and Friday the Sports Academy team took
out 160 students within the Sports Academy Program from
Years 7 - 11 to the Enchanted Maze at Arthurs Seat for a
day of tree surfing, mazes and tube sliding. The day was a
huge success with student’s learning to challenge
themselves throughout the obstacles high up in the tree
tops and further develop their team work skills by
encouraging each other (and members of the public)
through each challenge. All student’s thoroughly enjoyed
themselves and showed great enthusiasm and team work.

Congratulations to Jack D. Year 12 who was Dandenong
Stingrays best player last week in the TAC cup.
Caltex Starmart Player of the Week – Rd 9.
19 Disposals, 8 Handball Receives, 3 Marks.

Food Technology
Year 10 Gingerbread Houses
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Recipe
Here is a delicious recipe that the Year 8 classes have
cooked this term. It makes a great winter meal, so try it
over the holidays. This recipe is shared between two
students.

Meatballs with Tomato sauce
Ingredients
MEATBALLS
300 gm minced beef
¼ onion – chopped finely
½ carrot – grated
¼ zucchini grated
2 tbl egg
½ tsp bbq sauce
2 tbl breadcrumbs
½ tsp curry powder
½ clove garlic – crushed
Salt and pepper
¼ cup plain flour for rolling
2 tbl oil for frying

SAUCE
½ cup tinned tomatoes
¼ cup Passata
2 tbl tomato paste

Method
MEATBALLS
1. Combine all
ingredients in a
bowl and mix well.
2. Roll meatballs into
tablespoon size
balls then toss in
plain flour.
3. Heat oil in frying
pan and fry
meatballs until
cooked through,
turning constantly.
DO NOT have the
heat too high or
they will burn.
4. Drain on paper
towel. Place on
serving plate.

Jobs in Green Army on the Mornington
Peninsula right now!!
The Green Army has asked me whether we may be able to
help out in filling some upcoming teams. They are about to
start 3 new crews on the Peninsula in the next 2 weeks.
Each crew aims to have 9-10 members, aged between 17
and 24, who have some interest in physical/
outdoor/conservation work. They are paid a training wage,
work 6 hours per day and have one day paid study a week
to complete units towards a Cert 2 in Conservation/Land
Management. There may be some of our year 12’s/VCAL’s
that might be interested in a job. Each project lasts for
about 6 months but can also lead to ongoing employment
via the stakeholders.
The contact is brendon.fenner@au.manpowergroup.com

SAUCE
1. Combine all
ingredients in a
saucepan and
bring to the boil.
Reduce heat and
cook 4 minutes.

2.

Pour over
meatballs and
serve
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