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Newsletter Term 2 – Issue 2: May 11th 2016

Principal’s Report 
Open Night this year was a wonderful showcase of the 

outstanding work of our students. Hundreds of prospective 

students and their families moved from room to room 

experiencing interactive activities in all subject areas. Student 

volunteers ran experiments, assisted with art projects, 

woodwork, food creations, music and drama performances 

and answered a huge number of questions about being a 

student at Mount Erin. Parents and students made many 

comments about how friendly and helpful the students were. 

They were impressed by how well the students spoke and 

how clearly they could explain the work they undertook. I 

thank all those students who were such terrific ambassadors 

for the College. Thanks also to all members of staff who made 

sure the evening reflected the high calibre of work that is 

done every day. 

I had the great pleasure of attending the Year 8 ASPIRE 

Evening on Wednesday 4th of May. These awards are 

symbolically very significant and are held in high regard 

across the College. They provide us with the opportunity to 

recognise students who have exhibited the College values to 

a high level. The attributes that underpin our ASPIRE values: 

Adaptability, Social Awareness, Personal Best, Integrity, 

Responsibility and Excellence form the basis of a capable, 

reliable and committed young person, one who we expect 

will contribute to society in a positive manner. A number of 

students from each class were recognised and proudly 

accepted their trophies. Congratulations. We are proud of 

you. 

The annual College Cross Country competition was held 

recently, and as seems to happen most years, it was a wet and 

windy day. That didn’t stop our students from doing their best 

and while the group returning at the end of the day were a 

little damp, there had been some excellent performances. 

Well done to all those students who participated and to the 

staff who ensured the day ran smoothly. 

Congratulations to Hailey L-P who was selected for the Under 

18 Girls football team and has toured New Zealand. A great 

effort reflecting talent and dedication. Well done Hailey. 

On Thursday 5th May, all Year 11 and 12 students attended 

the Age Careers Expo in Caulfield. This event is a really 

important one for our senior students, where they are able to 

look at a vast array of presentations from tertiary providers; 

Universities and TAFE Colleges from around the country. They 

have information on the many courses on offer and students 

get the chance to ask questions about what is involved, what 

the enrolment process entails, ATAR scores required and so 

on. The feedback from students was very positive. Thanks to 

Mrs Nimmo and the senior school staff for enabling students 

to attend. 

Many parents whose children use the School Bus Program, 

will be aware that changes have occurred this term. The 

introduction of a new 57 seat bus on the 420 Pearcedale 

route, with standing no longer allowed, has meant the 

eligibility rules have had to be applied. The regulations 

governing the School Bus Program include very clear 

guidelines for eligibility for free travel. These guidelines have 

been developed by Public Transport Victoria, not the College.  

Mr Burgess, Assistant Principal, has worked tirelessly to 

support our families and has issued bus passes for all 

students. He is working with school families raising the 

transport issues with local members of Parliament. We will 

continue to keep the school community informed on this 

matter. 

I am sad to announce the retirement of Ian Hutcheson from 

the College. Due to ill health, Ian made the decision to retire, 

as always, putting his students first. Ian has been at Mount 

Erin College for 10 years and has been a teacher for 45 years. 

This shows his incredible commitment and his love of the 

profession. He will be missed by the many students he has 

taught, both current and former, as well as by the staff, 

particularly his colleagues in the Indonesian Department. We 

wish him well for his recovery. A farewell and celebration of 

Ian and his time at the College is planned for early next term. 

A reminder that we are establishing an Environment and 

Grounds Committee to work on the development of some of 

the outdoor areas around the school. We welcome any 

members of the College community willing to bring their 
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skills, equipment, plants, design ideas…. Please contact 

Michael Caspar through the General Office. 

The College has completed both the new Strategic Plan 2016 

- 2019 and the Annual Implementation Plan for 2016. Both 

documents have been reviewed by our School Education 

Improvement Leader and reflect the close analysis of our 

performance over the period of the past Strategic Plan. The 

report from the Peer Review of the College’s performance 

that was conducted in October last year has informed the 

priorities of the new plan. Support has also been gained from 

the DET priorities for all schools across Victoria, to improve 

student learning outcomes. The leadership structure of the 

College has been reviewed and all Leading Teacher positions 

have been redesigned to better support the priorities of the 

Strategic Plan. 

The focus this year is on building teaching practice excellence 

to support every student to succeed. This means that the key 

work over 2016 is on developing curriculum that aligns with 

the new Victorian Curriculum to be implemented in 2017. It 

also means that small groups of teachers will work 

collaboratively to look at student achievement data, 

analysing it to better focus their teaching practice. Feedback 

to and from students about their learning will remain an 

important aspect of all teacher practice. A program of 

coaching for various levels of leaders in the College will be 

implemented to build their skills and confidence as 

educational leaders. We will be establishing a School 

Improvement Team to oversee the goals and priorities and 

ensure every member of staff is working to ensure improved 

outcomes for our students. 

It has been a very busy and focused start to the year, but a 

very positive one. Student lead assemblies and activities 

indicate a real sense of ownership and pride in the school. 

Students representing the College in the wider community, 

whether at the ANZAC Day dawn service, the Peninsula 

Debating Association, sporting activities, work placements or 

when travelling on public transport, our students are proud 

of their school and the community is taking notice. 

Karen Lee 

Principal 

 

 

ANZAC Day Assembly  
On the 26th of April 2016, MESEM conducted an ANZAC Day 

assembly in which we respectfully remembered those who 

had made sacrifices for our great nation.  Mrs Lee welcomed 

us and provided an overview of Australia’s involvement in 

many wars including the Vietnam War, World War 1 and 2. 

We then proceeded with the Prayer of Remembrance which 

Cody M. delivered with great clarity.  

 

 

As a special guest we had Mr 

Seaton Charles come from the 

Vietnam Veteran Association to 

speak at our assembly about his 

involvement in the Vietnam War. 

It was incredibly inspiring and 

interesting to learn about his 

experiences such as the fact he 

flew reconnaissance flight 

helicopters and small planes. It 

was such an honour and a 

privilege to hear from Mr Charles 

and we respectfully acknowledge 

his service.  
 

We also heard from the captains Emma T. and Trish S. who 

spoke about what ANZAC Day means to them and then from 

Year 9 student Tom B. who read an amazing speech that he 

delivered at the Baxter Village ANZAC Day service. The 

involvement of students is a pleasant reminder that as the 

generations go on we will remember the sacrifices made for 

our freedom. Darcy T-H. and Jack L. gave a powerful 

performance of the song "I was only 19".  
 

College captains, and also members of the Year 12 History 

Class, Mia R. and Shane W. had the great opportunity to speak 

at Frankston’s Dawn Service on ANZAC Day with the speech 

that was written by the Year 12 History Class. They both were 

congratulated and thanked for their respectful behaviour and 

composed grace at both events.  

 

All in all, it was a powerful reminder of the sacrifice many men 

and women made for our nations freedom and our nation’s 

identity.  

 

Lest We Forget. 
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ANZAC Day Dawn Service 

 
 
On Anzac Day Dawn Service at the new War Memorial at 

Beauty Park, Mia R and Shane W of Year 12, delivered the 

main address to attendees. Mia and Shane delivered a 

moving speech that was written by the Year 12 Australian 

History Class of 2016. 

 

 

Year 9 Community Mural Project with Kingsley 

Park Primary School 
Year 9 Arts Academy students Tiahna B, Georgia B, Stephanie 

F, Tahlia M and Sara S are working with Art Teacher Ms 

Rebecca Gilbert from Kingsley Park Primary to create a 

community mural. The Mount Erin students designed an 

amazing mural and proposal that they presented to Ms 

Gilbert last week. The students will be asking the primary 

students to contribute to the development of the mural. 

 

 

Baxter Village and Mount Erin College 
Last month the Mount Erin Woodwind Ensemble played to an 

enthusiastic audience at Baxter Village. Dylan G, Danielle P 

and teacher Mr Kaighin played a variety of classical music at 

the beginning of the residents meeting. The performance was 

met with thunderous applause and requests for the students 

to return to perform again. Congratulations to the 

performers, they are excellent musicians and ambassadors 

for the school.  

 

‘There was movement at the station for the word has passed 

around...’  Year 8-9 English Teacher Mr Gordon Manks will 

perform the poetry of A.B. Banjo Patterson for the residents 

of Baxter Village this month. Mr Manks is a seasoned 

performer in the art and traditions of oral storytelling and will 

open the residents meeting in May. 

 

 

Deaf Education Centre (DEC) News 
We would like to welcome Su-Rose McIntyre to our team. Su-

Rose is a Teacher of the Deaf who has most recently been a 

Visiting Teacher of the Deaf in the North-East Region.  She 

brings considerable experience and expertise to the Facility. 

Our year 8 students took part in Medieval Day, to complete 

their topic in Humanities. There were costumes, projects, 

samples of food, models and lots of other activities that took 

place on the day. All topped off with a BBQ lunch.  

Our Year 12’s have been very focussed, as they continue their 

studies and complete SAC’s (School Assessed Coursework) in 

all subjects. They are now close to being half-way through 

Year 12. Where has the time gone? Next week they will 

attend a drama presentation of “The Life of Galileo” which is 

the second study text this year. 

On the 6th of May, we had some families from Pearcedale 

Primary School come for a tour of our school and DEC. Three 

of our Year 7 students enjoyed showing them around. It was 

great to meet the prospective students, introduce them to 

our school community and have morning tea together. 

Did you know that butterflies are deaf? The butterfly is the 

symbol for the Deafness Foundation. We are selling beautiful 

butterfly badges for just $2 to raise funds to support the work 

of the Deafness Foundation Victoria. Every little bit helps so 

please “Buy a butterfly.” 

Important DEC Dates: 

June 14th – Australia Hearing Visit (last for term two) 

September 13th – Deaf Sports Day 

 
DEC Staff. 

 

 

Year 12 Australian History 

Michael M, Mia R, Vincent P, Matthew M and Anthony K try 

on outfits from WWI exhibition ‘Australia Will Be There’ at the 

Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery. The ‘Australia Will Be 

There’ exhibition comprises historical photographs and 

personal stories, this exhibition presents the chronology of 

the First World War (1914–19). The Shrine of Remembrance 

sent an Education Officer to the Mornington Peninsula 

Regional Gallery to work with the students.  
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Upcoming Important Dates: 

May 13th (Fri) – Submission Date for Applications for 

Enhanced Programs 2017 (4pm) 

 

 

Staff Profile  

Alex Robinson  

Teacher of Humanities and Year Eight Co-ordinator 
Describe your current role at Mount 

Erin College. 

I am a teacher of year 8 and 9 

Humanities as well as year 12 Business 

Studies and Legal Studies. 

What is your background in education?  

I have been teaching for twenty years, 

both in Australia and overseas. I have 

worked in Summer Camps as well as 

private schools. 

Which things do you enjoy most about working at Mount Erin 

College?  

Both the staff and the students have a positive attitude, with 

the belief that we can achieve great things. This is on a 

personal level as well as a whole school. I look forward to 

seeing just how much we all achieve this year. 

What has been your highlight so far this year?  

The most exciting thing so far was the Year eight camp, 

especially the fresh water mussels. 

Tell us about your hobbies or passion outside of school.  

I have always enjoyed my sport, and have played hockey for 

the past thirty five years, with much enthusiasm, and little 

skill. I have also always enjoyed spending time with the sea, 

swimming, diving, sailing or even just wandering along the 

beach. 

Do you have a message you would like to share with the 

school community? 

Never ask why you should not do a thing, think instead about 

the thing that you should do. 

 

 

MESEM News 

World’s Shortest Garage Sale. 

 
MESEM will be holding the World's Shortest Garage Sale at 

lunchtime Friday 17th June.  All students, teachers, Baxter 

Village Residents and parents of the College are invited.   

Here's how you can get involved: 

1. Donate an item for us to sell. 

2. Hire a table and sell your own goods (keeping the 

money yourself.) 

3. Hire a table and a MESEM student sell your goods 

(keeping the money yourself.) 

4. Bake us something to sell on the day. 

5. Come along and snap up a bargain on the day. 

Please note:  there will only be second hand and baked goods 

for sale on the day.  Parents will need to park in FBlock and 

enter by the external gym door. 

 

MESEM students have voted the five following Balinese 

charities as the recipients of the funds we will raise at this 

event as well as Term Two's Free Dress Day and the 

Indonesian Sleepover:  our sister school in Pemuteran, The 

Pemuteran Childrens' Foundation, The Reefseen Turtle 

Project, the Bali Animal Rescue Centre and a Balinese LGTBI 

charity. 

 

 

Berita Indonesia- Indonesian News 

There have been lots of wonderful things happening in 

Indonesian classes around the school recently- Year 7 and 8’s 

enjoying the use of Quizlet in their curriculum, Year 10 

preparing for their upcoming zoo trip and on Wednesday 20th 

April, the VCE Indonesian class, with some lucky Year 10’s 

went to the Indonesian Film Festival at ACMI to see “Negeri 5 

Menara” or “The Land of 5 Towers”.  We were treated to 

some traditional Indonesian dancing to begin the event and 

then enjoyed a great story of friendship and the diversity of 

Indonesia. Lunch was traditional Indonesian Cuisine at 

Nelayan Restaurant on Swanston Street before returning 

home to a busy Open Night evening. Our students, as always, 

were outstanding when out in the community and it’s great 

to see them taking opportunities to immerse themselves in 

the Indonesian Community in Melbourne. 
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In addition, this term we are looking 

forward to welcoming Pak Ari from 

Malang as a language assistant in all 

Indonesian classrooms. Pak Ari is 

studying at university in Indonesia and 

also works as a language teacher. This is 

part of our association with The 

Ministry of Education and Culture of 

Indonesia through the Language Development and 

Cultivation Agency. We look forward to welcoming him to 

Mount Erin.  

 

There are further opportunities to host Indonesian student 

throughout the year and learn more about this dynamic 

culture.  

For further information about this please contact Jodie Linz 

(linz.jodie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au).  

Other ways you can get involved include: 

 Donating books for Ms Linz to take to our sister 

school and the Pemuteran Childrens’ Foundation in 

July 

 Involving yourself in the MESEM Charity events such 

as our Free Dress Day and the Indonesian sleepover 

which will raise money to donate to several other 

Balinese charities.  

 

Selamat belajar di kelas Bahasa Indonesiamu! 

 

Mrs Lombardi  

 

PSD Review 

The Program for Student Disabilities Review Report has 
recently been released, along with DET’s response to it. 
 
The recommendations of the Review that are being 
considered by the government, but not yet accepted, are to 
do with developing a new funding model. Currently the costs 
associated with the assessment of students to determine 
eligibility for funding are significant. Often those students 
with the greatest educational needs miss out on funding. The 
proposal is to develop a “strength based approach” that 
determines students’ learning and support needs. To develop 
such an assessment instrument that could be consistently 
and efficiently applied will be a challenge and will take time.  
It seems it is easy for those outside schools to be critical of 
practices within schools. My experience is that the vast 
majority of teachers, principals and schools promote 
practices that are “inclusive”. Schools are always limited by 
their resources, but they work hard to optimize the 
opportunities of all students, both in the classroom and 
through co-curricula activities.  
 

Over the years thousands of Victorian children with 

disabilities have been supported to achieve their potential 

through the work of dedicated teachers. Principals have 

found ways to make optimum use of very scarce resources. 

Disabled children have learnt to “model” their behaviour on 

that of children in mainstream schools making their transition 

to other environments much easier for them. There has also 

been great benefit for all children who have experienced an 

educational environment that exposes them to students with 

different needs and talents.  

 

SunSmart 

SunSmart wants Victorian secondary schools to throw 

away the sun protection from May – August, when UV 

levels are lower. Throughout these months, Victorians 

are encouraged to get some sun exposure for vitamin D 

– important for the development and maintenance of 

healthy bones, muscles and overall health. From May to 

August in Victoria, sun protection is not recommended 

as UV levels are lower, so people are encouraged to be 

outdoors around midday each day, with some skin 

uncovered. Being physically active outdoors will also 

help the body to make vitamin D. 

 

Sports Academy News 
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Community News 

Available from Deaf Ed Centre. 
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Available NOW from the the front office for $65 
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