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Principal’s Report
Welcome back to Term Two, I hope you have had a
relaxing and enjoyable break. The term has begun with a
flurry of great activities across the school. Students and
staff who had been on the Arts Academy trip to the USA
returned and were full of amazing stories of their
experiences in New York, including visits to Broadway
shows such as Aladdin and Matilda. The group were
incredibly fortunate to be able to go back stage and meet
some of the actors. They also participated in a number of
outstanding workshops and were commended on their
skills. They had a real insight into what life on the stage as
an actor, dancer, singer is really like. They went to Los
Angeles and visited Hollywood and Disneyland and again
attended some fantastic workshops to build their skills and
confidence. All told it was a truly exciting tour, with every
day filled with sights and experiences never to be
forgotten. I know many have returned inspired and
determined to make their way to Broadway. They now
have a clear understanding of the work involved in
achieving that dream. My thanks go to Ms Adams, Mr
Bowers and Mrs Worrall who accompanied the group.
Last Friday saw an exciting transformation at the College
as Year 8 students and teachers returned to medieval
times and the school was brimming with outstanding
projects where this time in history had been researched
and dazzling costumes were everywhere to be seen.
Congratulations to all the Year 8 students for their
fantastic work and to the Year 8 Teachers who worked so
hard to ensure the day went so well.
Student-Parent-Teacher Interviews were conducted on
Wednesday. This is such an important opportunity for
students to reflect on their progress, look at what they are
doing well and get feedback from their teachers on what
they need to do to progress. While 7 minutes is not a long
time for each interview, most people were able to make
their way to a number of appointments over the course of

the day. It was pleasing to see the large number of families
who came to the College and to see the students in
attendance with their parents. It is such an important
opportunity for feedback for each individual. The research
is very clear that feedback is one of the most important
factors in assisting students to improve their performance.
There were a number of staff who were unable to attend
the evening due to illness. If you would like to speak to any
teacher about your son or daughter’s progress, please the
College to arrange a call. Can I remind parents that
teachers are not always able to respond immediately due
to teaching commitments and after school meetings, but
will respond in a timely manner.
This Friday 22nd April, is a pupil free day. Staff will be
involved in Professional Development on that day, working
with Dan Haesler, an international keynote speaker,
educator, writer and consultant. Originally from
Manchester, Dan now lives in Sydney, Australia where he
works with schools across the country around issues of
engagement and wellbeing. He is passionate about equity
in education and engaging our hardest-to-reach kids. He
has consulted to Federal and State Government education
projects, regularly features in the media, and writes a
regular column for the Australian Teacher Magazine. In
recent years Dan has developed a reputation as one of the
Asia Pacific’s most dynamic educational thinkers and
speakers. He has presented alongside the likes of Sir Ken
Robinson, and His Holiness the Dalai Lama. This
Professional Development day is focused on using a
wellbeing model to promote excellence in learning. It is
about strengthening a whole school approach to
developing a positive culture for learning. Building student
resilience is an important aspect of the day. We are very
fortunate to have Dan work with the staff on the first of
three days over the year. Students will not be required to
attend on this day.
I remind parents that the following Monday is ANZAC Day,
a public holiday. We have a number of students who will
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be representing the school at Dawn Services on ANZAC
Day. Mia R and Shane W, Year 12 students will deliver the
main address at the Cenotaph at Frankston. It is a great
honour to be asked by the Frankston RSL to deliver the key
address and reflects the strong relationship we have
established over many years. I know the students will
represent the College with pride. Tom B in Year 9 will give
the address at the service being held at the Village Baxter.
Darcy T-H and the music students with Mr Kaighin will also
be part of the ANZAC service at the Village Baxter at
11.00am on Wednesday this week. The school will hold a
special ANZAC DAY assembly on Tuesday 26th. I thank each
one of these students for their willingness to participate in
these important services.
There have been some outstanding sporting achievements
from our students and a few who are waiting to see if they
have qualified to go on to the next level of competition in
a range of sports. Details on these terrific success will be
detailed by the members of the PE and Sports Academy
staff.
The school has been advised that an Asbestos Audit of the
College will be undertaken in the last week in May. The
following notice has been provided by the Department of
Education and Training: As part of the Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development’s Health and
Safety Management Plan, new labelling will be installed at
our school. The labels remind people to contact school
reception prior to undertaking any works at the school, to
ensure they have up-to-date information from the school’s
asbestos register. Asbestos - which was used extensively in
building materials in the past but is now banned - is
considered safe unless damaged or in poor condition. The
new labels form part of a comprehensive program to
ensure Victorian government schools remain safe.
Children’s safety is our number one priority. That is why we
are taking this extra step as a precaution.
As we begin to move into the cooler months, can I please
remind parents that we are a uniform school and expect
all students are wearing the College branded uniform
items. In recent weeks we have seen a number of girls
begin to wear Face-off pants which are not allowed. The
uniform shop Beleza, is now stocking the new jackets
which are water-proof and made of a warmer, breathable
fabric. Can I please remind parents that socks should be
navy or white only, without logos, and school shoes must
be polishable, lace-up and black; no runners or skate shoes
are permitted. I thank you for your assistance with uniform
and ensuring students represent the College with pride at
all times.
Parents will have received an account for outstanding fees
for subjects and electives as well as the Essential Items

charges. There is a significant amount of money
outstanding and I urge you to make payments as soon as
possible. These fees are reviewed each year and the
College Board works hard to keep the charges to a
minimum. The fees however are vital in keeping programs
running in the school. The College depends on these fees
to provide the resources required for the many subjects
and electives on offer throughout the year. If you are
having difficulty with payments, please contact Barbara
Douglass, the Business Manager, who can assist you and
arrange for a payment plan to be established. Thank you
for your understanding.
Parent Connect is the name of the group that has been
formed to assist parents to meet other parents, discuss
issues they might have and provide information and
training sessions on things such as how to use Compass
and access teacher feedback; choosing subjects and
pathways; perhaps concerns about issues such as
resilience. The College is happy to work with parents to
provide information on issues of concern. Our parent
group is not involved in fund raising, it is about building
partnerships and relationships between the school and
our parents. If you would like more details on Parent
Connect, please contact Jenny Ballard by leaving a
message at the General Office. The group will meet next
month and if there’s something you’d like information on,
or you’d just like to come along and have a chat, please let
Jenny know. Details of the next meeting will go out on
Compass.
We would like to establish a Grounds and Environmental
Committee, to look at projects that can be undertaken to
beautify the grounds around the College. I would like to
begin work on the development of plans to create inviting
and friendly spaces for students. Mount Erin College is a
very big site and there are several areas that need
upgrading and improvement. If you could spare some
time, have expertise, equipment, access to soil, mulch or
plants that might assist with these projects, please contact
Michael Caspar who will be working with members of the
College Board over coming months. Thank you.
Karen Lee
Principal

Year 7 Camp
WEDNESDAY 10TH FEB – FRIDAY 12TH FEB
Our Year 7 Camp to Philip Island was a huge success –
due to the exemplary behaviour of our students and the
expert care given by our team of Year 7 teachers.
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We all had heaps of fun getting to know each other over
the three days and we were blessed with the best
weather. Students enjoyed many activities including:
visiting the penguins, 10 pin bowling, minigolf, disco &
game night, beach walks, swimming, giant swing, flying
fox and trampolining.
Students enjoyed the food on camp and their manners
in the dining hall were on the whole fantastic. The
consensus was that the chicken wrap was the number
one favourite meal on camp – many students and
teachers had seconds!
We are now back at school having made some great
new friendships on camp, among both students and
teachers. This will help the students feel connected to
their new school and assist them getting into the
rhythm of life in secondary school.

Model United Nations Conference
Tom B, Jackson L, Benitta B and Swezie B of 9A will be
participating in the Model United Nations Conference at
the Peninsula School. The Model UN is a simulation of
the UN General Assembly during which participants,
known as delegates, step into the shoes of country
ambassadors to the UN and discuss global issues on the
UN's agenda. Mount Erin students will be representing
the Netherlands and the Solomon Islands on this day
and we wish them the best of luck!

School Debating at MEC
For the first time, Mount Erin College will be hosting the
Debaters Association of Victoria Junior Secondary
Program. Schools from this region will come to Mount
Erin College to participate in an introduction to debating
for junior secondary students in years 7 and 8. The
program is designed to provide training in the basic
skills and structure of debating whilst also giving
students an opportunity to participate in three ‘friendly’

inter-school debates. The Junior Schools Program runs
over four evenings in Terms 3/4 in various regions
throughout Victoria. The training component of the
program includes: introductory training, skills
workshop, a demonstration debate and a rebuttal
seminar. Mount Erin College is proud to be working
with the Debaters Association of Victoria in 2016.

Deaf Education Centre (DEC) News
Welcome back to all our students in the DEC and
especially to our Year 7’s who have had an excellent
transition into Mount Erin. There are seven students
with a significant hearing loss in the same class in Year
7 and a total of 16 across the college. We remain the
only Secondary provision within the South East that
offers a deaf peer group.
At the start of this year we welcomed a new Teacher of
the Deaf, Nicola Rowling, to our team. Nicola has been
a great asset to the DEC and has shared her extensive
knowledge of Deaf Education, technology and teaching
with our students and staff. Unfortunately this week will
be Nicola’s last as she has taken up a position as a
Visiting Teacher of the Deaf in the North West Region.
We are very sorry to see her leave after such a short
time but wish her a wonderful start to her new role.
We have continued to have monthly visits from
Australian Hearing. We now have a new Audiologist
(Laura) who comes in to help solve problems, update
technology, take moulds, liaise with DEC staff and much
more.
It was great to see so many of our students involved at
the recent school Athletics Day, and with a lot of
success. We hope to see you all involved in the Deaf
Sports Day at MSAC in September.
Important DEC Dates:
April 19th – Australian Hearing Visit
September 15th – Deaf Sports Day
Have a great term.
DEC Staff.

Year 10 Camp
Year 10 camp was a great experience and I had lots of
fun. We did activities such as canoeing, high ropes
course, swimming, raft making, Volley ball, sex
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education and drug education. My 2 favourite parts
about camp was spending time with my friends and
sitting around the bonfire eating marshmallows. We
were fortunate enough to have really warm weather.
The beach was cold but refreshing after being in the sun
all day. The food was very delicious. We had lasagne for
dinner on the first night and chicken and vegetables on
the second night. Overall Portsea camp was great fun
and I enjoyed it. Thanks to all the teachers that made
this camp possible.
Written By Molly J – Year 10A

Staff Profile

Jackie Lewis
Teaching and Learning Leader
Describe your current role at Mount Erin
College. At Mount Erin I am a member of
the college leadership team in the role of
whole school Leader of Teaching &
Learning. This involves providing strategic
direction, leadership and support to the
college community to achieve excellence in teaching and
learning. It also means I lead the Teaching & Learning
Team that is made up of a variety of Leading Teachers,
Domain (subject area) and Program Leaders who are all
highly skilled, passionate and dedicated in their areas of
responsibility. Together we exist to promote a
collaborative whole school approach to high quality
programs and practices to ensure all students experience
success. My teaching roles include being a Year 7 Home
Group teacher and my major teaching areas are Year 7
English and Year 11 English this year. I also have a minor
focus in Drama and Humanities.
What is your background in education? 2016 marks the
start of my journey as a staff member and Leading Teacher
at Mount Erin College. My experiences before this have
been in both government and independent schools where
I have fulfilled many significant leadership roles in teaching
& learning/curriculum, programs and student leadership.
My teaching areas include English, Drama/Theatre Studies
and Physical Education. I have also taught in SEAL and Year
9 programs, including a residential program. My extracurricular passion areas include Musical Productions,
Debating & Public Speaking, and Sport.
Which things do you enjoy most about working at Mount
Erin College? One of my favourite parts about working at
Mount Erin so far is the friendly and warm atmosphere
around the college. During class time you can witness
students working together to achieve a common purpose.
It is also clear that students are supporting and
encouraging each other to challenge their personal best.
You can see staff and students collaborating in a respectful
and innovative way with the latest tools and spaces. At
breaks, the school yard is a place where students and staff
can enjoy time together in the peaceful environment.
There are many more wonderful experiences I have been
involved in so far that all make me feel really proud to be
a staff member at Mount Erin College.
What has been your highlight so far this year?
My highlight so far has to be the Year 7 Camp to Phillip
Island earlier this term. It was awesome getting to know
both staff and students and spending time with my Home
Group. We visited a variety of places and completed lots
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of exciting activities together. One of my proudest
moments on camp was completing the high swing that I
was told was ‘only’ 15m high! A group of students pulled
the ropes to get me up there and then it was up to me to
release the swing. It was made much easier with students
calling out words of encouragement to me turning my fear
into an awesome achievement!
Tell us about your hobbies or passion outside of school.
Outside of school I am equally passionate about
performing arts and sport. I have been dancing all of my
life and am a retired Calisthenics girl. I love performing and
try to get involved in that as much as I can including going
to live theatre performances. I love playing all sports and
will have a go at anything that gets me outdoors or moving
around. Each year I enter the Around the Bay in a Day
cycling event to raise money for the Smith Family for
disadvantaged school students. It is one of the best days
of the year! I enjoy barracking for AFL footy and always
have time to stir up the opposition around school.
Do you have a message you would like to share with the
school community? My message to the school community
would be to be the best version of you in anything you do.
Make the most of every opportunity you get and try to use
it to push yourself to your personal best. Everything
becomes possible rather than impossible when we start to
believe in our ability to be the best we can be.

We also attended performances of ‘Matilda’ and
‘Aladdin’ on Broadway and were able to go behind the
scenes at a number of well-known theatres. In addition
to our exciting workshops, we managed to play the part
of tourists and visit sights such as Rockefeller Centre,
Times Square, Universal Studios, Hollywood Boulevard,
the Hollywood sign, NBC Studios, Central Park and
Disneyland. It was an amazing experience and all
students who took part have returned to Australia
thoroughly inspired and motivated.
Emma J and Miss Adams

Central Park, New York

Disneyland, California

Upcoming Important Dates:
April 20th (Wed) – Open Night (5pm)
April 22nd (Fri) – Student Free Day
April 25th (Mon) – ANZAC Day (Public Holiday)
April 26th (Tues) – ANZAC Day Whole School Assembly
May 13th (Fri) – Submission Date for Applications for
Enhanced Programs 2017 (4pm)

Universal Studios, California
Arts Academy USA Trip
Across the last week of Term One and the first week of
the break, 18 students (and Ms Worrall, Mr Bowers and
Ms Adams) from the Arts Academy travelled to New
York and Los Angeles to study the fields of art and
performance. The two weeks were action packed full of
once-in-a-lifetime experiences and workshops with
industry professionals and covered themes such as the
foundations of acting at Disneyland, studying Broadway
scripts and tracks and learning the art of stage combat.
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Debutante Ball
th

On March the 11 2016, year 11 Mount Erin secondary
college students had their debutante ball. The night was
filled with hilarious moments and unforgettable
experiences for all of us. When I first heard about the
Debutante Ball (Deb as we called it) I had no idea who
to take. There was so many variables to take into
consideration. When the time came close to the end of
2015 to start asking people to be our partners for Deb,
I was asked by one of my closest friends who could not
do it in the end due to her own family’s lack of finances.
I didn’t know who to ask. A lot of my friends already had
partners. I eventually found a great partner in a great
friend, Bianca W.
The time came for our first training session. Most
people were fairly nervous. There were lots of laughs
and happy moments throughout the training. Although
there were lots of tears shed and a few tantrums
thrown, we all had a great time together throughout the
weeks leading up to the Deb. Throughout the 8 or so
practice sessions, most of us had the dances down pat,
some of us were sick of practicing and just wanted it to
be over and done with, however, that all changed on the
actual night of the Deb.

Debutante Ball was full of lots of unique and
unforgettable experiences which will not be forgotten
by any of us that attended. If I could I would go back and
do it all again. I highly recommend that future year 11’s
do their best to attend their deb, it’s a once in a lifetime
opportunity that no one should miss out on.
Blayke A.

Community News

On the night, everyone looked so different to what they
do at school. Everyone looked absolutely stunning. The
men with their handsome suit and shiny black shoes and
the ladies with their beautiful white dresses. The
atmosphere before the guests had even arrived was
amazing. Suddenly, everyone were much more excited
for the Deb than ever before. We were hidden from the
guests when they arrived, and the nerves started to
grow significantly. You could see that everyone was
nervous, every partner and presentee (man and
women) back there was nervous for what lay ahead. We
hadn’t seen how many people were there. We had no
idea what it would be like when we walked through that
archway and down those stairs.
I was couple number 3. The first couple walked out. My
partner and I felt the nerves growing. A little while after
the first, the second couple walked out. Bianca and I
were next. We were both extremely nervous. We both
had our own things we would usually mess up in
training. I, personally, kept falling up the stairs when
trying to walk down them throughout the rehearsals.
We walked through the arch way. The atmosphere was
incredible. The nerves I had practically jumped out of
me. I didn’t have a worry in the world. In conclusion, the
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